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Making votes count 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 
ile it certainly isn't a new phenomenon for Canadian voters, the 
Ws= federal campaign has seen an inordinate amount of discus- 
sion and brow-furrowing on the topic of strategic voting. 

The fast-fading prospect of a Harper majority has seen everyone from arts 
advocates to environmentalists, Danny Williams to trade unions, urging voters to 
follow the strategy of ABC—Anybody But Conservative—in casting their ballots. 
Numerous social networking sites, blogs and websites have popped up to provide 
voters with the information and tools to help them use their vote most effectively. 

What all this discussion and activity reveals is that there exists a widespread 
perception that simply voting for the party or candidate whose policies most 
reflect your ideals—presumably the point of the whole exercise—simply isn’t an 
effective way to ensure your beliefs will be reflected in the House of Commons. 

There is, of course, good reason so many people feel this way. In the 2006 
federal election, the Green Party received the support of over 650 000 voters, 
who were rewarded with no representation whatsoever. In Alberta, the 35 per 
cent of voters who didn’t cast their ballot for the Conservatives were similarly 
shut out. Nationally, it took about 43 000 votes on average to elect a Conserv- 
ative or Liberal candidate, but 89 000 to send a New Democrat to Ottawa. 

What numbers like these reflect is what groups like Fair Vote Canada have 
been pointing out for years: it is time to change Canada’s antiquated first-past- 


the-post system to some form of proportional representation under which the * 


balance of Seats in the House of Commons more accurately reflects each party’s 
share of the popular vote, while still allowing for constituency representation. 

It’s a system that exists in practically all western democracies, and one advocat- 
ed in some form by both the NDP and the Greens. Unfortunately, and predictably, 
the two parties which gain the most from the current system aren't in any hurry to 
change it. But the likelihood of another minority government—one which Canadi- 
ans will rightly expect to function for some time—combined with the increasing 
frustration shown by voters makes October 15 the ideal time to step up efforts to 
ensure we don’t have to go through all this again next election. v 
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CLEARING THE WATER ON LONG LAKE 


MacDonald Stainsby, the author of a 
recent article (“Dead forest standing,” 
Sep 18 - Sep 24, 2008) would be well 
advised to do a little more research on 
the topic being discussed, especially 
with respect to the Nexen/OPTI Long 
Lake project. 

Land: this project is not a surface min- 
ing project. It is an underground SAGD 
project. The upgrader plant does not occu- 
py a large area nor do the production well 
pads. The project itself does not have a 
large impact on the surface of the land 
compared to a surface mining project. 

Even the mining projects, when reme- 
diated, do not have a long term impact 
on the environment. Mr Stainsby should 
observe the approximately 4000 
hectares of land that has been remedi- 
ated by Syncrude. It looks pristine. 

Upgrader: the purpose of the upgrad- 
er is not to dilute the crude and ship 
“tar-like” crude to refineries in the 
south. Its purpose is to refine the heavy 
oil crude and ship a sweet/light crude to 
any market. 

The upgrader refining process pro- 
duces asphaltines as a byproduct. In 
some refining processes these 
asphaltines could simply be burned 
without further utilization. In the 
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Nexen/OPTI project, utilization of the 
asphaltines to produce heat (steam and 
electricity generation) is not a negative. 
The steam could have been produced 
from burning natural gas or coal, both of 
which produce CO> as does the burning 
of asphaltines, but the natural gas not 
so utilized reduces the depletion rate for 
Alberta's natural gas reserves. Because 
it is easily transported to markets the 
gas has better utilization for space heat- 
ing in homes, etc. All of the electricity 
utilized by the upgrader could have been 
purchased from the grid. The grid 
obtains most of its electricity from the 
burning of coal. Is burning coal to-pro- 
duce electricity better than burning the 
asphaltine byproduct? | do not think so. 

| assume Mr Stainsby rides his bike 
to work. 
J BOYD LOWERY, BSC, LLB, OC 


ANSWERING A RHETORICAL QUESTION 


Regarding Robert St Clair’s letter 
("Thanks for the ... laugh?,” Letters, Aug 
21 - Aug 28, 2008): who says homeopa- 
thy isn’t scientific? Here is a sampling of 
the scientific literature: 

J Benveniste, B Arnoux and L Hadji, 
“Highly dilute antigen increases coro- 
nary flow of isolated heart from immu- 
nized guinea-pigs,” FASEB Journal, 
1992; 6: A1610. 

E Davenas et al, “Human basophil 
degranulation triggered by very dilute 
antiserum against IgE,” Nature, 1988; 
333 (6176): 816-8. 


Y Thomas, “Direct transmission to 
cells of a molecular signal (phorbol myr 
tate acetate, PMA) Via an electron: 
device,” FASEB Journal, 1995; 9: A227 

J Aissa et al, “Molecular signalling a 
high dilution or by means of electronic 
circuitry,” Journal of Immunology,1993, 
150: 146A. 

M Bastide et al, “Activity av‘ 
chronopharmacology of very low dose 
of physiological immune inducers,’ 
Immunology Today, 1985; 6: 234-5 

ESM deLange deKlerk and J Bloomer, 
“Effect of homeopathic medicine or 
daily burdens of symptoms in childres 
with recurrent upper respiratory trac 
infections,” British Medical Journa! 
1994; 309:1329-32. 

Fu Master, “A study of homoeopathi 
drugs in essential hypertension,” Britis 
Homeopathic Journal, 1987; 76: 120-| 

It would seem that homeopathy wo!’ 
on resonances at the sub-quantum (a0 
therefore sub-molecular) level: it's not 
Newtonian space, and so the materials 
paradigm doesn't explain it well (Bul 
that doesn’t mean that it isn’t real.) 
MICHAEL CENKNER 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader respons? 
whether critical or complimentary. 5é" 
your opinion by mail Nue Weekly, 1030: 
- 108 Street, Edmonton AB T5J 117), 
fax (780.426.2889) or by emé' 
(letters@vueweekly.com). Preference ' 
given to feedback about articles in \u' 
Weekly. We reserve the fight to edit ' 
length and clarity. 


. Even here in 
vin in Edmonton- 
ems ... possible. 

$ of ersonality, lead- 
ategy and image have 

luch of the election, we 
decided to simply 
e in this, our 11th 

"guide. We pored over 

platforms and websites 
parties to provide 
you with a summary of where they 
stand on 10 issues we think are 
int in this election. While we 
have tried to be accurate, the sum- 
maries are far from comprehen- 
sive—which is why we've also 
provided you with information about 
where you €an go to get more infor- 
mation about the issues that matter 
mostto you, 

So whether you plan on voting your 
conscience, voting strategically, 
swapping your vote or not voting at 
all, here's what the major parties 


vying for your support say they'll do. 


The Conservative 
© greenhouse gas 

reduction targets 
are 20 per cent below 2006 levels 
(three per cent below 1990 levels) by 
2020. Their platform nay states they “will 
impleme their previously 


& A. 
‘by 2015, They | investing $1.48 bil- 
ea a in incentives for 
renewab € power and have set a tar- 
get of 90 per cent of electricity needs 
to be from “non-emitting sources” 
which includes nuclear (already at 19 
per cent) and clean coal, along with 
hydro (already at 60 per cent) and 
wind. The Conservatives would pro- 
hibit the export of raw bitumen to 
“higher polluting jurisdictions.” 
greenhouse gas 


reduction targets 


are 30 per cent below 1990 levels by 
2020 and 80 per cent by 2050. The 
Greens will implement a carbon tax— 
including fuels—set at $50 per tonne, 
increasing to $100 per tonne by 2020, 
and offset by equivalent reductions in 
income taxes to make it revenue neu- 
tral. They will also establish a cap-and- 
trade system and carbon market. 
Through tax credits, federal funding 
and changes to building codes, their 
goal is to retrofit 100 per cent of build- 
ings by 2025 and require all new 
homes built after 2025 to be net zero. 
They also propose to phase out power 
production by coal, gas and nuclear by 
2040, replacing it with a 120 GW mix 
of renewables and hydro. Oil and gas 
extraction will require carbon capture 
and storage starting at 10 per cent by 
2012 and rising to 85 per cent in 2040. 
All subsidies and support to fossil fuel 
industries and nuclear will be stopped. 

Federal funds for transportation 
will be tied to “carbon conditionality” 
and include increased funding for 
active transportation and transit. 
They have an ambitious target of an 
85 per cent reduction in vehicle 
emissions by 2040, including the 
adoption of California standards of 
30 per cent lower emissions from all 
vehicles sold in Canada by 2015, ris- 
ing to 90 per cent by 2025. 


The Green Party's 


The Liberals sup- 

port an emissions 

reduction target of 
20 per cent below 1990 levels by 2020 
and of between 60 and 80 per cent by 
2050. The Liberal Green Shift would 
implement a carbon tax, starting at 
$10 per tonne and rising to $40 per 
tonne in year four, but excluding fuels. 
The shift will be made revenue neutral 


through equivalent reductions in 


income tax. They will also introduce a 
cap-and-trade system for industry. The 


platforms on 10 key issues 


Liberals will provide incentives for 
renewable energy with a goal of hav- 
ing 15 per cent of Canada’s energy 
needs provided by renewables by 
2020. They also promise "powerful 
incentives” for building retrofits, with 
targets to retrofit 50 per cent of homes 
and buildings by 2020 and 100 per cent 
by 2030, including a $140 million plan 
for low-income households, 

Without providing details, they 
plan to introduce new fuel efficiency 
standards after 2010 in consultation 
with the US and introduce low-car- 
bon fuel standards. The also propose 
an $8 billion National Transit Strategy 


over 10 years. 
a hoof 
be beeps ip reduction targets 
are 25 per cent 
below 1990 levels by 2020 and 80 per 
cent below 1990 levels by 2050. The NDP 
rejects a carbon tax, focusing instead on 
a cap-and-trade system which prices 
carbon at $35 per tonne starting in 2009 
The NDP plan also calls for a moratori- 
um on new tar sands developments 
“until carbon emissions are capped [and] 
Significant environmental and health 
impacts are addressed.” The NDP plan 
also calls for an end to subsidies and tax 
breaks on tar sands, oil and gas and 
nuclear power. 

The NDP plan also includes an $8 
billion green jobs strategy over four 
years, a goal to retrofit seven per cent 
of the country’s housing stock each 
year and a target of meeting 35 per 
cent of Canada’s energy needs from 
renewables by 2020, They also promise 
to bring in vehicle emissions standards 
“based on leading North American 
standards.” The NDP pian also calls for 
investment in active transportation 
infrastructure and stable funding for 
transit worth $4 billion over four years. 


The NDP emissions 


THE ECONOMY & JOBS 


Over four years the 
ec Conservative the Conservatives 
would create a 
$75-million venture capita! fund and 
add $200 million to the fund support- 
ing the automotive sector and $200 
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million to the Strategic Aerospace 
Defence Initiative. They would also 
increase funding for science and tech- 
nology by $850 million by 2009/10. 
They promise to use federal authority 
to “eliminate” barriers to interprovin- 
cial trade by 2010. They would cut the 
federal exise tax on diesel and aviation 
fuel by half to two cents per litre and 
would reduce tax reporting require- 
ments on small business and raise the 
small business eligibility threshold to 
$500 000. The Conservatives would 
extend maternity and parental benefits 
to self-employed Canadians. The plat 
form also reiterates $33 billion com- 
mitted to infrastructure spending 
between 2007 and 2014. They also 
promise a range of consumer-protec- 
tion measures including on text mes- 
Sage charges, spam and 
truth-in-labelling 


As part of their tax 
green & shift, the Green 

Party will elimi- 
nate taxes on incomes below the low 
income cut-off and modify tax rates 
So “the gap between rich and poor 
Stops growing and starts narrowing.” 
The carbon tax will be offset by 
reductions in income tax. They will 
implement a schedule to pay down 
the national debt. The party will elimi- 
nate most corporate subsidies and tax 
breaks, especially on environmentally 
harmful industries. They will support 
citizen's watchdog groups to monitor 
major sectors of the economy. They 
will re-establish a federal minimum 
wage of $10 per hour, support anti- 
scab legislation and establish a mini 
mum three weeks paid vacation 
annually and reduction of a standard 
work week to 35 hours. The Greens 
would also introduce an accounting 
measure based on the Genuine 
Progress Indicator 


The Liberals would 

invest $70 billion 

over 10 years to 

address the infrastructure deficit. They 
would also credte a $1.billion 
Advanced Manufacturing Prosperity 
Fund to support the manufacturing 
sector and R&D. The Liberals would 
* also increase funding to Canada's 
three research councils by 34 per cent 


Live Better. 
Work Union! 
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over four years. They would develop a 
National Forestry Strategy and focus 
funding initiatives on fisheries and 
farming, including restoration of a 
“strong, democratic Wheat Board.” 
They would cut the lowest income tax 
rate from 15 per cent to 13.5 per cent 
and cut middle class tax rates by one 
percentage point to 21 per cent and 25 
per cent. They would also “accelerate 
and deepen” corporate tax cuts, reduc- 
ing federal corporate tax rates to 14 
per cent by year four and small busi- 
n€ss taxes by one per cent. The Liber- 
als would replace the tax on income 
trusts with a 10 per cent tax refundable 
to Canadian residents 


mai The NDP would 
“EIR he spend $750 mil- 
lion per year on a 
fund to train workers for green jobs 
They would also create national sec- 
tor-based strategies and review sec- 
tor-specific tax measures to stimulate 
investment in certain sectors. The 
NDP would commit one cent of the 
GST (approximately $6 billion by 
2012/13), phased in over five years, to 
fund infrastructure in cities and com- 
munities. They would outlaw the use 
of replacement workers during strikes 
or lockouts and re-establish a federal 
minimum wage starting at $10 an 
hour indexed to inflation. The NDP 
would cancel corporate tax cuts, set- 
ting a uniform 22.12 per cent tax rate 
(up from 19.5 per cent) for corpora- 
tions and lower the small business tax 
rate by a point to 10 per cent. The 
party also has a long consumer pro- 
tection strategy on issues such as 
ATM fees, interest rates and “gouging” 
at the gas pump. 


HEALTHCARE 


The Conservative 
G conservative platform provides 

few details on new 
healthcare initiatives or spending, 
beyond an uncosted pledge to “take 
additional steps to ensure that Cana- 
da’s communities and ‘hospitals have 
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_ uncosted, portion 
of the Green Party 
d at health promotion. 
tion, including the 
armful chemicals, sport 
n, phasing out genetically 
food and institution of a 
al Food Tax and restrictions 
on junk food advertising to children. 
They would also legalize marijuana 
and tax it similar to tobacco. The Green 
would “use the full force of the 
Canada Health Act” to oppose two-tier 
healthcare. They would provide funds 
to train more doctors and nurses and 
forgive student loans to healthcare pro- 
fessionals who agree to work in rural 
and family practice. They would initiate 
@ public inquiry into drug costs and 
look at the feasibility of establishing a 
crown corporation to purchase and dis- 
pense generic drugs. They would spend 
$897 million over three years to expand 
home support, home care and assisted- 
living services and transfer funds to 
provinces to support more long-term 
care beds. They would also include 
preventative dental care on the list of 
treatments covered by Medicare. 


The Liberals will 
invest $420 million 
over four years 
into a Doctors and Nurses Fund to 
increase capacity to train and graduate 
healthcare professionals and increase 
the number of residency positions in 
hospitals and speed up licensing. The 
fund would also reward graduating 
doctors for entering needed specialties 
such as family and rural practice, and 
would forgive up to $10 000 per year of 
student debt for healthcare profession- 
als who agree to work in under-serv- 
iced communities for at least five years. 
The Liberals will also invest $900 mil- 
lion over four years for a catastrophic- 
drug coverage plan. The Liberal 
platform says they will enforce the 


rAKJOH 


_ would spend $2.5 billion over four 
_ years on a national home care program 


ira 


will cost 
billion over three years, Health 

Motion initiatives include funding 
munity sports and recreation 

les and a Canada-wide. ! 


ARTS & CULTURE 


E conservative details, the Con- 


servative platform 
promise¢s to support arts and culture 
“at or above existing levels, while 
continuing to improve the effective- 
ness of allocations.” The Conserva- 
tives would create a refundable tax 
Credit up to $500 for children under 16 
for arts and culture activities such as 
music lessons and art classes. The 
Conservative platform backs away 
from controversial changes to film 
and video tax credit eligibility by 
Promising to not reintroduce Bill C-10. 
They will also "take steps to celebrate 
Canadian history and identity." The 
platform budget allocates $155 mil- 
lion to arts and culture support by 
year four. 


The Green Party 
green will reverse recent 

Conservative cuts 
to the arts and increase funding to “all 
of Canada’s Arts and Culture organi- 
zations'—including the Canada Coun- 
cil for the Arts, Telefilm Canada, 
orchestras, theatres and publishers— 
to a level “commensurate with 
increases in support” to other sectors 
of the economy. They also promise to 
provide stable funding for the CBC 
and enact legislation to mandate cin- 
emas and video stores carry at least 
20 per cent Canadian content. They 
would increase support for communi- 
ty arts programs and provide incen- 
tives to improve arts curriculum in 
schools. They would also introduce 
tax relief, tax averaging and other 
incentives to artists, including giving 
them access to federal social pro- 
grams. 


The Liberal plat- 

i form pledges to 
FUSES increase the 
Canadian Film and Video Produc- 
tion Tax Credit to 30 per cent, at a 
cost of $160 million. Over the next 
four years they will double funding 
for the Canada Council for the Arts 
to $360 million annually. They also 
promise to reverse recent $45 mil- 
lion Conservative cuts to arts pro- 
motion programs and boost them 
by an additional $15 million over 
three years. Other culture initia- 


digital media, support for Canadian 
content and income averaging for 
Canadian artists. 


ip ik B sy The NDP promises 
>| Sustained funding 
for the Canadian 
Television Fund and Telefilm Canada, 
allocating $125 million annually and 
increased incentives for film and tele- 
vision production along with the 
extension of federal tax credits to 
include the cost of Post-production, 
They would restore funding cut by the 
Conservatives and increase public 
funding to the Canada Council for the 
Arts. They also have a number of ini- 
tiatives aimed at bolstering Canadian 
content and promise to provide sta- 
ble, long-term funding to the CBC, 
Radio Canada and other public broad- 
casters, 


POST-SECONDARY 
EDUCATION 


The Conservative 
EG conservative platform is silent 

on post-secondary 
education. The Conservatives would 
expand the Registered Education Sav- 
ings Plan to allow non-profits to 
establish RESPs for low-income fami- 
lies and add a completion bonus of 
$2000 to apprentices who complete 


their training 
green & secondary platform 
is vague, but they 
promise increased federal transfer pay- 
ments for post-secondary and student 
aid. Without specific dollar figures, they 
would replace the Millenniurn Scholar- 
ship Foundation with a National Stu- 
dent Loan and Bursary Program with 
“low interest rates and reasonable 
repayment schedules,” Half a student’s 
loan would be forgiven upon comple- 
tion of a degree or certificate, costing 
about $2.3 billion annually. They would 
also support the expansion of job train- 
ing and apprenticeship programs and 
use targeted research grants to support 
R&D in renewables, smart growth and 
energy conservation. They would 
restore funding to the Student Summer 


Jobs program. 


The Green post- 


The Liberals 

would replace 

current education 
and tuition tax credits with an Educa- 
tion Grant worth $1000. They would 
create a 20-year, $25 billion educa- 
tion endowment fund which over 
four years will provide 200 000 
needs-based bursaries of up to $3500 
each and 100 000 access bursaries of 
up to $4000—a tripling of the current 
$350 million in federal grants. 
Regardless of parent's income, all 
students would be eligible for $5000 
in student loans. They would also 
introduce a special lending rate for 
students of prime plus half a per cent, 
and increase the post-graduation 
grace period for loan repayment from 
six months to two years. A $400 
monthly tax credit would be extended 
to.apprentices to encourage trades. 
They would restore funding to the 
Student Summer Jobs program. 


hy p j b i) The NDP would 
7 oe » €nact the Post Sec- 
ondary Education 
Act, which it introduced during the last 
sitting of Parliament. It promises to pro- 
vide an annual $1000 grant to all under- 
graduates who qualify for student loans. 
Without attaching a dollar figure, they 
also promise to negotiate with the 
ces and territories to provide "dedi- 
cated funding” from the federal govern- 
ment to support publicly funded and 
administered post-secondary institutions. 
Special initiatives will be considered for 
in-need professions such as nurses and 
doctors, Without specifics, the NDP will 
reform the student loans System at a cost 
of $50 million annually, including interest 
relief. The NDP would also increase 
research funding by $100 million 


FIRST NATIONS 


The Conservative 
EG conservative platform offers lit- 

tle specifics on 
First Nations peoples, stating only that 
the party will “ensure that Aboriginals 
have the opportunity to fully partici- 
pate in Canada's economy and socie- 
ty" and that, “Improving Aboriginal 
education is crucial.” They will work 
to complete tripartite education 
agreements with provinces and First 
Nations organizations and pursue 
bilateral agreements with provinces 
to cover those not covered by the fed- 
eral residential schools settlement 


The Green Party 
green @ pledges to “hon- 
ih our Canada’s fidu- 
clary responsibility” and “the 
Aboriginal rights and treaty rights of 
Aboriginal Peoples,” including the 
right of self-government. They would 
spend $1.7 billion over three years to 
implement the Kelowna Accord and 
ratify the UN Declaration on the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples. They would 
also fully implement recommenda- 
tions from the 1996 Royal Commis- 
sion on Aboriginal Peoples and 
engage in full "nation-to-nation” 
negotiations on outstanding legal 
issues and land claims. The Greens 
would recognize the primary hunting, 
fishing and trapping rights on tradi- 
tional lands and respect decisions 
regarding the right of Aboriginal Peo- 
ples to be not only consulted but 
accommodated on decisions which 
impact their resources. They would 
set up task forces regarding treatment 
of Aboriginal Peoples in the justice 
system and to investigate the disap- 
pearance of Aboriginal women. 


The Liberal pro- 

gram cammits to 

fulfilling the Kelow- 
na Accord, pledging $4.2 billion over 
two years. They would sign the UN Dec- 
Jaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peo- 
ples. They also will “respect and uphold 
the spirit and intent” of modern land 
claims agreements, and respect and 
implement self-government agree- 
ments with Métis and First Nations. 
They would establish a policy for feder- 


al consultation and accommodation on 
issues that may impact Aboriginal 
treaty rights. They will also implement a 
National strategy to deal with violence 
against Aboriginal women They will 
renew the Aboriginal Human Resources 
Development Strategy. 

invest $5 billion 


+NDE 
oe a i 
Over five years in 


First Nations, Métis and Inuit commu- 
nities to meet the commitments of the 
Kelowna Accord and improve health 
Services, housing, infrastructure and 
Water delivery. They would also 
implement “aggressive” training and 
education plans and address the 
needs of First Nations, Métis and Inuit 
people living in urban areas They 
would ratify the UN Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples, extend 
compensation for residential schoo] 
Survivors and legally recognize the 
legitimacy and jurisdiction of Indige- 
hous governments and “develop a 
comprehensive land claims policy 
They would also engage to ensure the 
rights and safety of Aboriginal 
women 


The NDP would 


HOUSING & 
HOMELESSNESS 


While not allocating 
¢ , Conservative 


any new dollars, the 

Conservative plat- 
form reiterates support for current hous- 
ing initiatives, including the 
Homelessness Partnering Strategy, 
which provides $270 million over two 
years, the Residential Rehabilitation 


CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE 


Platforms 


All the major parties have now 
unveiled their election platforms, 
ranging from the Conservative's slim 
41-pager to the Green’s exhaustive 
119-page tome. Here's where to go if 
you want ail the policies and promis- 
8s straight from the horse’s mouth. 


CONSERVATIVES 

The True North Strong and Free: 
Stephen Harper’ plan for Canadians 
Available at conservative.ca 


GREENS 

Vision Green; What kind of Canada do 
we want in 2020? 

Available at greenparty.ca 


LIBERALS 

Richer, Faires, Greener: An Action Plan 
for the 21st Century 
Available at liberal.ca — 
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Assistance Program to assist low- 
income Canadians pay for home repairs 
and the Affordable Housing Initiative, 
which has been in place since 2001 and 
has outstanding commitments of $880 
million for affordable housing. The Con- 
servatives would also give first-time 
homebuyers a tax credit of up to $5000 
to offset closing costs. 


The Greens would 
green spend $2.6 billion 
Biase over three years to 
create a National Affordable Housing 
Program to build 20 000 new and 
10 000 rehabilitated affordable units 
each each year over the next decade. 
They would provide rent supplement 
or shelter assistance for 40 000 low- 
income households each year over 10 
years. The Greens would also subsi- 
dize developers to encourage a por- 
tion of new projects are designated as 
affordable housing. 
spend $155 mil- 


Liberal 
lion annually to 


“help” provide for 30 000 new social 
housing units and refurbishment of an 
additional 30 000 units. They will also 
expand subsidies for low-income 
Canadians in co-operative housing 
and renew the Residential Rehabilita- 
tion Program and the Homelessness 
Partnering Initiative. 


+NBP The NDP will 
spend $3.5 billion 

over four years to 
work towards allocating one per cent 
of federal spending ($2 billion annu- 
ally) to affordable housing over a 10- 
year period with specific targets for 
Aboriginals, seniors, women and 
other groups facing the biggest bur- 
den of housing insecurity. 


The Liberals will 


POVERTY 


The Conservative 
E€ Conservative platform makes no 

mention of pover- 
ty-reduction initiatives or funding. 
They would reduce taxes on seniors by 
approximately $400 annually by rais- 
ing the age credit amount. 


The Greens sup- 
green port discussions 

on a tax-adminise 
tered Guaranteed Liveable Income 
(GLI) to ensure all Canadians are able 
to live above the poverty line. Short- 
term measures to move towards a GLI 
include removing all income taxes for 
those living beneath the low income 
cut-off measure, at a cost of $1.9 bil- 
lion a year, and providing additional 
income support of $5000 annually to 
adults receiving provincial welfare 
cheques while negotiating with the 
provinces to ensure the funds are not 
clawed back. They would also 
increase the Guaranteed Income Sup- 
plement for seniors by 25 per cent. 
Without providing details, the Greens 
commit to developing a “comprehen- 
sive plan” to eliminate child poverty, 
modelled on successful European 


approaches. 
Liberal would enact the 
30-50 Plan: to 
Fight Poverty, with targets to reduce 
the number of people living in poverty 
by 30 per cent and the number of chil- 
dren living in poverty by 50 per cent 
within their first term, primarily 
through tax shifting outlined in their 
Green Shift policy, including a new 


The Liberals 


Dig deeper 


A number of advocacy groups have creat- 
ed election resources to provide back- 
ground information and analysis to help 
you make an informed decision on October 
14. Here's where you can learn more about 
the 10 issues we've summarized. 


CLIMATE CHANGE 
Pembina Institute 
pembina.org/election2008 
Sierra Club Canada 
sierraclub.ca 

David Suzuki Foundation 
voteenvionment2008.ca 


THE ECONOMY & JOBS 


Canadian Labour Congress 
canadianlabour.ca 


HEALTHCARE 

Canadian Health Coalition 
healthcoalition.ca 

Canadian Medical Association 
oma.ca 


ARTS & CULTURE 

Canadian Conference of the Arts 
ovarts.ca 

Canadian Arts Coalition 
canadianartscoalition.ca 


POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION 
Canadian Federation of Students 
voteeducation.ca 

Canadian Alliance of Student Assocs 
casa.ca 


FIRST NATIONS 

Assembly of First Nations 

afn.ca 

National Assoc of Friendship Centres 
nafc-aboriginal.com 


HOUSING & HOMELESSNESS 

Canadian Housing and Renewal Assoc 
chra-achru.ca 

Wellesley Institute 
wellesleyinstitute.com 


POVERTY 

Campaign 2000 
campaign2000.ca 
Make Poverty History 
makepovertyhistory.ca 


CHILDCARE & CHILD BENEFITS 
Code Blue for Childcare 
buildchildcare.ca 


FOREIGN POLICY & AFGHANISTAN 

Cdn Council for International Cooperation 
ccic.ca : 
Council of Canadians 

canadians.org 


$350 per child tax benefit, an $ 


refundable tax credit for Canadians 
earning less than $50 000 annually 
and increasing the Working Income 
Tax Benefit. They would also increase 
the Guaranteed Family Supplement, 
paid to poor families with children, by 
$1225 and increase the annual Guar- 
anteed Income Supplement by $600 
for low-income seniors and $800 for 
senior couples. 


The NDP would 
> MD introduce a Pover- 

ty Elimination Act 
setting “firm targets” to reduce child 
poverty by 50 per cent and the overall 
poverty rate by 35 per cent in the first 
five years, with the goal of eliminating 
poverty in Canada by 2020. They 
would establish a poverty elimination 
office within Human Resources Devel- 
opment Canada to implement the 
poverty-reduction strategy. The NDP 
will also double the number of Cana- 
dians eligible for Employment Insur- 
ance to 80 per cent and ensure that 
100 per cent of El premiums go to 
providing benefits rather than into 
general revenue. 


CHILDCARE & CHILD 
BENEFITS 


There is no men- 
Gc Conservative tion in the Conser- 

vative platform 
regarding childcare funding, but their 
website points to their record of $250 
million in annual funding to assist the 
provinces and territories in creating 
new child care spaces. The Conserva- 
tive platform promises to index their 


$100 per month Universal Child Care ~ 


Benefit to inflation and make the ben- 
efit tax-free for sole-support, single- 
income earners. 


The Greens would 
green & spend $6.6 billion 
over three years to 
restore the federal-provincial agree- 
ment for a universal national child care 
program, with a focus on creating child 
care spaces at workplaces by offering 
a $1500 tax credit per child per year to 
businesses. The Green platform also 
says without details that the party 
would “value the decisions of parents 
who choose to stay home with chil- 
dren.” Without specifics, the Green 
platform also calls for “an integrated 
programme of supports, tax cuts, and 
awareness raising” and reforming 
labour policies and taxes—including 
income splitting—to allow parents to 
spend more time with their children. 
increase invest- 


Liberal ment in universal, 


community-based early education 
and child care over a four-year period, 
growing to an investment of $1.25 bil- 
lion annually. They would also allow 
parents to take shorter parental leave 
with higher benefits or longer leaves 
of up to 18 months at a lower benefit 
level. The Liberals would also create a 


The Liberals will 
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refundable ghi 
$350 per child an d 
teed Family Supplement providing 
$1225 annually to low-income fami- 
lies with children. 


+NDP The NDP would 
enact their Early 

Learning and Child 
Care Act and establish a national child 
care and early learning program of 
non-profit licensed childcare. The 
NDP says their program will create 
220 000 new daycare spaces in the 
next four years, rising to a cost of 
$1.75 billion in 2012/13. They will 
also phase in a new tax-free Child 
Benefit based on the Canada Child 
Tax Benefit of up to $5000 annually 
per child for families earning less than 
$38 000. The cost of the program will 
rise to $4.4 billion by 2012/13. They 
say they will work with provincial 
governments to eliminate clawback of 
benefits. 


= 


FOREIGN POLICY 
& AFGHANISTAN 


The Conservative 


& conservative platform renews 
the commitment 


“to the Canada First Defence Strategy 


to increase the size of the armed 
forces to 70 000 regular and 30 000 
reserves while investing $45 to $50 
billion in the military over 20 years. 
The Conservatives would establish a 
democracy promotion agency to sup- 
port democratic institutions and “sup- 
port peaceful democratic change in 
repressive countries.” Without details, 
they promise to continue support for 
Overseas Development Assistance, 
indicating the country is on track to 
double foreign aid by 2010 compared 
to 2005 (when it was $3.76 billion) but 
with no targets relative to the bench- 
mark 0.7 per cent of GDP. The Conser- 
vatives will “move aggressively” on 
bilateral and regional free trade 
agreements. 

On Afghanistan, the Conservative 
platform reiterates the Canadian mili- 
tary presence in Afghanistan will fin- 
ish by the end of 2011. 


The Greens would 

green shift - defence 
sh spending to focus 
on disaster assistance and increase 
contributions to UN peacekeeping 
forces and decrease contributions to 
NATO. They would also review mem- 
bership in NATO and NORAD. They 
would “insist” on the adherence to the 
Geneva Convention by Canada and its 
allies, pointing specifically to deten- 
tion centres in Guantanamo Bay, 
Afghanistan and Iraq. They would 
increase Official Development Assis- 
tance, spending $4.1 billion by 
2011/12 en route to reach the target 
of 0.7 per cent of GDP by 2016, and 
focus assistance on community-based 
green initiatives and poverty allevia- 
tion. The Greens would focus multi- 
lateral negotiations on a Tobin Tax on 
currency trading. Global nuclear dis- 


They would withdraw from NAFTA 


_ and re-negotiate a “fair trade agree- 


ment” in its place and scrap the pro- 
posed Security and Prosperity 
Partnership (SPP). The Greens also 
offer a number of initiatives to focus 
efforts in Darfur and support a two- 
state Palestine-Israel solution based 
on pre-1967 borders. 

The Greens would begin withdraw- 
al from Afghanistan no later than Feb- 
ruary 2009 and focus on police 
training and development. 

form says that 


Liberal 
engaging in multi- 


lateral efforts on climate change wi! 
be “integral” to their foreign policy 
They will spend more on the Foreign 
Service and the Department of For- 
eign Affairs. The Liberals also pro 
pose the establishment o; 
capacity-building Canadian Centres 
for Democracy, starting in the Middle 
East. They will boost the Internation 
al Assistance Envelope by $500 mil- 
lion and focus development 
assistance on poverty reduction 
They will focus conflict reduction 
resources in Africa and contribute 
resources to peacekeeping efforts in 
Sudan. They will strengthen relation- 
ships with Asia and the US, but 
would keep Canada out of the Us 
missile defence shield. The Liberals 
are committed to multilateral negoti 
ations through the WTO, as well as 
bilateral agreements. They will 
remain committed to funding 
increases for the Canadian forces 
over the next four years. 

The Liberal Party would end the 
combat mission in Afghanistan in 
2011. 


The Liberal plat- 


Saying that 
+ RIDE changes to 
NAFTA are 


“almost certain,” the NDP would 
renegotiate chapters in NAFTA thal 
allow investors to sue governments 
its energy provisions and dispute res- 
olution mechanisms. They would end 
the softwood lumber agreement and 
focus international trade negotia- 
tions on reducing investor protection 
and introduce environmental, human 
rights and labour standards into 
trade agreements. They are opposed 
to the Security and Prosperity Part- 
nership (SPP) and would abrogate 
the Safe Third Country Agreement 
with the US and establish a program 
to allow Iraq War resisters to stay in 
Canada. The NDP will focus the mili- 
tary on UN peacekeeping missions 
and increase support to veterans 
They will focus efforts on Darfur and 
support a viable two-state solution 
for Israel-Palestine with agreed-upon 
borders. They aim to increase Official 
Development Assistance to 0.7 per 
cent of GDP within 10 years and 
would focus on poverty alleviation. 
The NDP is opposed to extending 
the Canadian presence in Afghanistan 
to 2011, and would “withdraw al! 
Canadian forces ... with reasonable 
advance notice and in consultation 
with our allies” but deliver on aid and 
development promises. v 


i on 
Prime Minister Ehud Olmert was 
i te resembled the gener- 
join a peace movement as soon 
ee thave not come here ta 
justify my actions over the past 35 
years, he said. “For a large portion of 
that period, | was unwilling to look reali- 
. ped) «Elam fesigned but will stay 
in office until a new government is 
formed or an election is called, gave a 
valedictory interview to the newspaper 
Yedioth Ahronoth on September 29, and 
said something that no previous Israeli 
prime minister has said. He declared that 
if Israel wants peace, it must withdraw 
from almost all the lands it occupied in 
1967. Unfortunately, it’s probably too late. 

Not only is it a bit late for Olmert to 
tell the Israeli public this harsh truth, 
since he is leaving power now. It’s also 
too late for Israelis to act on his advice, 
even if they accepted it, because the situ- 
ation has changed. 

That isn’t Olmert’s own view. What 
he says is: “We have an opportunity 
that is limited in time, in which we can 
perhaps reach an historic deal in our 
relations with the Palestinians and 
another historic step in our relations 
with Syria. In both cases, the decision 


we must reach is a decision that we 
have been refusing to accept for the 
past four decades,” 

If Israel wants peace with Syria, he 
Says, it must give back all of the Golan 
‘Heights. If it wants peace with the 
Palestinians, “we must ... withdraw 
from almost all of the [occupied] territo- 
ries, if not all of them. We will maintain 
control of a certain percentage of the 
territories (where the big Jewish settle- 
ments are), but we will have to give the 
Palestinians a commensurate percent- 

, age of our land, because without this, 
there will be no peace.” 

Not only that, but Olmert now says 
that Israel must let go of predominantly 
Arab East Jerusalem, which the Palestin- 
ian Authority wants as the capital of its 
future state. A “special creative solution” 
would get around the question of sover- 
eignty over the disputed sacred sites in 


the Old City. * , 

If Israel had been willing to make 
Such a peace deal in the 1990s, it could 
have worked, but the only Israeli leader 
of that era who might eventually have 
offered such terms to the Arabs was 
Yitzhak Rabin. Since Rabin was mur- 
dered by a right-wing Jewish extremist 
in 1995, no other Israeli prime minister 
has been willing to go so far—includ- 
ing Olmert during his two-and-a-half 
years in power. 

But the new reality, which Olmert 
does not acknowledge, is that no 
Israeli leader will be free to make that 
deal in the next five or 10 years. It is 
the right deal to make in Israel’s own 
long-term interests, but only if the 
Arab partners can guarantee that 
Israel will get permanent peace in 
return for giving back the land They 
Cannot guarantee that, because they 
don’t even know if they will survive 


CONSIDER SYRIA. The old dictator died in 


2000 after a mere 30 years in power, and 
his son still rules there eight years later, 


but the’country is mith iéss Stable than it 
used to be. Many elements in Syrian soci- 
ety have been sharply radicalized by the 
American invasion of Iraq and the flood of 
refugees from there. Nobody knows if 
Syria is heading for a revolution, but the 
possibility certainly exists. 

If there were a revolution in Syria, the 
winners would almost certainly be 
Islamists who reject any peace with 
Israel. So what Israeli leader in the next 
five or 10 years could sell the public on a 
peace that returned the Golan Heights to 
Syrian control? A few days of violence in 
Damascus could turn that peace into a 
nightmare that sees a hostile Syrian 
army back on the heights that overlook 
northern Israel. 

In the case of the Palestinians, the 
Islamists of Hamas are already in control 
of the Gaza Strip, and there is no single 
Palestinian authority for Israel to make a 
peace deal with. The notion of an Israeli- 
Palestinian peace settlement in the cur- 
rent circumstances is purely a fantasy 
that is maintained to indulge the Bush 
administration 
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Even Egypt, whose peaté treaty 
with Israel is almost 30 years old, is 
Not a reliable partner any more. |f 
there were to be a truly free election 
in the next five years, the Muslim 
Brotherhood would probably form the 
next government—and they have 
already said that their first act would 
be to hold a referendum on the Egypt- 
ian-Israeli peace treaty. It would prob- 
ably be rejected by the voters 

So even if Israeli voters were willing 
to listen to Ehud Olmert in principle, 
they would not dare to act on his advice 
now. Perhaps in time the likelihood of 
Islamist regimes coming to power in 
Israel's neighbours will shrink. Perhap 
there will then be a majority of Israeli 
voters who are willing to back the kind 
of deal that Ehud Olmert has just out- 
lined. But not this year, not this decade 
and probably not this generation. 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde- 
pendent journalist whose articles are 
published in 45 countries. His column 
appears each week in ue Weekly 
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It’s the stupid economy 


All parties have missed pointing out inherent flaws in 
the economic system and proposing real alternatives 


RICARDO ACUWA / ualberta.ca/parkland 

Although it might seem unfortunate on 
the surface, the reality is that the eco- 
nomic meltdown in the United States 
could not have come at a better time. 

With both Canada and the United 
States in the midst of their respective fed- 
eral elections, the so-called financial crisis 
provides an excellent opportunity for vot- 
ers in both countries to take a serious look 
at the economic systems we have put in 
place and assess whether or not those 
systems are serving their stated purpose. 

Unfortunately, however, neither the vot- 
ers nor the political leaders have taken 
advantage of this opportunity. Instead we 
seem content to spend these campaign 
cycles talking about sweaters and the 
unmarried children of vice-presidential 
candidates. 

What no one is talking about is the 
fact that the collapse of the financial sec- 
tor in the United States is a clear indica- 
tion that the fundamental principles upon 
which both our economies are built are 
intrinsically flawed. 

For over 25 years, the economic sys- 
tems of Canada and the US have been 
based on a neoliberal model which 
declares that if you privatize everything, 
remove all regulations from businesses 
and corporations, drop corporate taxes, 
and severely limit the powers of workers 
and unions, then the economy will pros- 
per and everyone will be better off. 

The whole system is based on the 
premise that if you allow the owners of 
business and enterprise to do whatever it 
takes for them to get rich, then eventually 
enough coins will fall out of their over- 
flowing pockets for the rest of us to grab a 
few. Deregulation, privatization and free 
trade were supposedly what the markets 
needed in order to get rich enough for the 
rest of us to benefit as well. 

These are the theories that informed 
the policies of Ronald Reagan, Bush Sr, 
Bill Clinton and Bush Jr in the United 
States, Brian Mulroney, Pau! Martin and 
Stephen Harper in Ottawa and the “Klein 
Revolution” here in Alberta. 

But even a cursory glance at the num- 
bers is more than enough to show that the 
theory is not working. In the US, where the 
financial services sector made $700 billion 
in profits in the last five years, those same 
companies will now be getting $700 billion 
more directly from the people by way of 
their government. At the same time, peo- 
ple are losing their jabs and their houses, 
and are having trouble putting food on the 
table and gas in the car. 

In other words, money in the US is 
clearly only trickling up, and despite 
obscene profits made off the backs of 
middle class families, the government 
has to give the rich even more money to 


keep the system moving. 

In Canada, our neoliberal system, 
although slightly more moderate than that of 
the US, has yielded similar results. Our oil 
companies and banks have been generating 
record profits for the last five years, while 
the majority of Canadians have’not even 
seen their wages keep up with the pace of 
inflation. Sure, our banking system is not in 
the midst of collapse, but our manufacturing 
sector is. So is our forestry sector. Actually, 
most of our sectors outside of the Alberta 
tar sands are close to full collapse. And who 
is in line for increased handouts in the midst 
of all this? The car companies are looking 
for government subsidies and investments, 
the oil companies:are looking for cheaper 
royalties, and everyone in the corporate sec- 
tor is looking for lower taxes. Again, more of 
your money will be trickling up, and nothing 
is trickling back down. 


OUR POLITICAL LEADERS, however, 
appear completely blind to these larger 
structural deficiencies and are scrambling 
to see who can put the prettiest Band-Aid 
on the system. 

Stephen Harper wants to see more tax 
cuts given to corporations as a way of 
increasing how much money they can 
make. He doesn’t seem concerned about 
the people losing their jobs in places 
other than Alberta, because at least there 
is job growth in Alberta. This is to be 
expected given his history of support for 
the very policies that caused this mess— 
deregulation, privatization and low taxes. 

Stéphane Dion's economic platform is 
also based on subsidies and government 
handouts to corporations. Given the role 
of his party in signing free trade agree- 
ments, reducing corporate taxes and 
accelerating the pace of privatization 
across the country, this position is also 
not surprising. 

At least Harper and Dion are being 
consistent with the ideological founda- 
tions of their parties, both of which have 
historically been the cheerleaders for 
unfettered neoliberalism and free trade. 

The New Democrats and Greens, on 
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the other hand, seem to be letting this 
Opportunity to re-imagine our economir 
system slip them by. Imagine an NDP 
platform that called for an economy 
based on co-operativism and broad-scale 
public ownership, or a Green platform 
which challenged the notion that the 
profit motive and environmental sustain- 
ability can co-exist. 

Instead, what these two parties are 
Proposing is a grab bag of policies which 
have as a goal making the system kinder 
gentler and greener without ever chal 
lenging the basic assumptions that the 
system is built on. In the quest for some 
sort of mainstream appeal, both these 
parties have arrived at the policy equiva- 
lent of Stephen Harper's sweater. 

Perhaps their assessment of how the 
public at large would react to such radical 
proposals is correct, and there can be |it 
tle doubt that implementing the policies 
they are proposing would certainly reduce 
the amount of hardship Canadians will 
face during the looming economic down- 
turn. But many Canadians are looking for 
something more. 

Naomi Klein, in her latest book /he 
Shock Doctrine, writes that it is during 
times of crisis—treal or perceived—that 
ideas which have been floating around 
for some time suddenly become possible 
lf you are not putting those ideas out 
there, then you are leaving the door open 
for someone else's ideas to take root, or 
even worse, for a more powerful version 
of the status quo to be asserted. 

Certainly the crisis is there, and there 
can be no better time than an election for 
putting out alternative visions, but it looks 
as though we have missed that opportuni 
ty. By not acknowledging the flaws in the 
system, and not presenting a clearly artic- 
ulated alternative, we have pretty much 
guaranteed the status quo for the foresee 
able future. Are you ready for it? w 


Ricardo Acufta is executive director of the 
Parkland Institute, a non-partisan public 
policy research institute housed at the 
University of Alberta. 
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Looking back, looking forward 


In the Box offers fearless predictions for the Oil’s 30th anniversary sce°e" 


IN THE BUX 
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Sunday, October 12 is the kickoff (puck- 
off?) for the 30th anniversary season of 
our city’s pro hockey team. The season 
starts with a home game against Ryan 
Smyth and the Colorado Avs and will 
conclude {let's not mention playoffs yet) 
April 11 in Calgary. What's ahead? Who 
really knows? We've got some good 
guesses to follow. And then TB and 
Dave will second guess these guesses 
every week. 


“THE GREAT ROCK ‘N’ ROLL SWINDLE 


Would someone please explain to me 
why, in a country whose government 
pays millions of dollars for enormous 
paintings of stripes for our national 
gallery, the CBC, which is also owned 
by the government, would cheap out 
when opportunity came to acquire a 
true piece of Canadian culture? | speak 
of the Hockey Night in Canada theme 
song? That song, with its old school 
bombast and fanfare, is truly a Canadi- 
an institution. Nobody who has ever 
been a fan of hockey in our country can 
hear it without being bombarded by 
memories of growing up in our hockey- 
crazy culture. 

Every Saturday night, it drew me to 
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our living room, where my dad and | 
would bellow at the television at the 
tops of our lungs. Like my dad, | was a 
Habs fan throughout the ‘70s, but in the 
end geography got the better of us and 
we both became steadfast Oiler fans. 
And throughout those pre-cable years, 
we followed our teams on Hockey Night 
in Canada. Memories of the late-'70s 
Canadiens powerhouse teams; the young 
boys-on-the-bus Oilers; the efficient, evil 
Islanders; the Oilers during the Cup years 
and their hated foes, the Flames, will for- 
ever be associated with that song. 

| doubt very much that Dolores Cla- 
man had any idea what impact her little 
song would have when she penned It 
back in 1968. And to be honest, it proba- 
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bly didn’t really matter what song they 
used in the end. HNIC could have used 
45 seconds of crying babies and braying 
donkeys for all | cared. It meant that the 
hockey game was on, and that was 
music to my ears. TB 


RETRO FITS since TB took his own little 
trip to the good old days, the Oilers did the 
same this week by unveiling the team’s 
latest third jersey. The last alternate 
sweater was a futuristic navy and silver 
Todd McFarlane eyepopper. This new third 
jersey takes older fans like me back to the 
days before facial hair and having kids 
with an anticipated retum to bright orange 
and blue. Yay! The Oilers will don the retro 
duds 12 times this season—most of the 
games will be against Original Six foes.or 
on Hockey Night in Canada (sans theme). 
Odd retro sweater fact: the Oilers wore 
blue and orange twice in the 21st century. 
During the 2008 Heritage Classic they 
donned the old colours on one of hockey’s 
biggest stages but lost the game. During 
the recent Mark Messier jersey retirement 
game the players also wore blue and 
orange and lost again. How bad was the 
Messier game? They lost 3-0 to Phoenix— 
with Cujo in net for Gretz and the Dogs, no 
less. And the Oilers traded Smytty earlier 
that day. Those retro colours have seen 
some interesting moments in Oiler history, 
both classic and recent. DY 


GOD SAVE THE TRIVIA This season is 
being touted by the Oilers brass, PR and 
ad folks as the 30th season in NHL 
Edmonton Oilers history. However, 
because of the lockout, this year's cam- 
paign will actually be the 29th NHL sea- 
son played. Will it be lucky? One NHL 
team has won the Stanley Cup in sea- 
son number 29. The Habs won the Cup 
in the 1945 - ‘46 season, which was the 
club’s 29th NHL year. Montréal is also 
celebrating an auspicious milestone. 
This year will be the Habs’ 100th 
anniversary. The hockey club was 
formed in December of 1909 and 
entered the fledgling NHL in 1917. DY 


NEVER MIND THE BOLLOCKS: HERE'S 
PREDICTIONS Here's a pre-season sam- 
pling of guest predictions because, in 
the end, it’s a crapshoot. 


AUSSIANS TAKE OVER? —SANDOR 
The global credit crunch will force the 
majority of NHL team owners to sell 
contracts to the KHL. Ales Hemsky will 
win the scoring title playing for AK Bars 
Kazan while Mathieu Garon will lead 
Metallurg Magnitogorsk to a KHL title. 
Russian oil barons will buy the Stanley 
Cup. OK, maybe not this year. Oil to fin- 
ish second in the Northwest and fifth 
overall. They'll last two playoff rounds 
before being eliminated. The Rangers 
stingy, trapping defence will lead the 
Blueshirts to the Cup. Pittsburgh will be 
the biggest disappointment. 

Steven Sandor is the author of two 
books, including The Battle of Alber- 
ta: A Century of Hockey's Greatest 
Rivalry and the creator, years ago, of 
In The Box. 


GOALIES CAUSE TROUBLE? —OLIVER | 
think the Oilers are going to have a good 
year ... and this time, | believe it! The 
facts are pretty simple. Everyone else in 
our division (except for Minnesota) got 
worse. Vancouver is a goalie captaining, 
no-scorer mess. The Avs got older and 
lost their goalie. Calgary, well, they got 
Bertuzzi. We have the two best power- 
play point men in the league.and in the 
7-8 call-a-game NHL, that’s going to 
mean a hell of a lot come crunch time. If 
Oilers are good out of the gate and 
establish Mathieu Garon as their #1, 
they'll finish sixth in the West. That 
being said, if Garon gets tender, Rollic 
continues to be old and Deslauriers is 
depended on, this could be a little 
tougher than expected. In any case, 
that’s my prediction and I'm sticking to 
it. | say sixth in the west. 

Brent Oliver is a local promoter (Brent 
Oliver Presents), rock star and baseball 
fan. He loves hockey and has one of the 
most chilling hockey injuries to prove it 
Ask him. 


HEMSKY GRADUATES? —YOUNG | pre- 
dict this almost every year but this will be 
the season Ales Hemsky goes from “kinda 
talented” to “almost elite but not yet.” 
Arena talk will make me feel a bit guilty for 
being a hockey fan, especially if we're tak- 
ing money from the poor to build a palace 
for the rich (or so we'll be told). Visnovsky 
will play well enough to tempt new fathers 
to name their sons Lubomir. Wives will 
veto. Calgary/Edmonton games will be bru- 
tal and exciting. MacT will still be funny. 
David Young is ready to watch some 
hockey! 


GAGNER COVETED BY LEAFS? —STA- 
PLES The biggest hockey news of the 
season won't be on the ice. It will be 
firm plans for a new downtown arena, 
complete with casino, practice rink(s} 
and other amenities. Sheldon Souray 
and Ethan Moreau will play 80 games 
Between them. Dustin Penner will be 
one of the Oil's top three two-way for- 
wards. Someone in the ever-wishfu! 
Toronto sports media will start a 
rumour that Sam Gagner is too good 
for Edmonton and is bound for the 
Leafs. New Oilers’ enforcer Steve 
Macintyre will take on Wild goon 
Derek Boogaard, the most loathed man 
in Oil Country, and hold his own in the 
brawl, bringing on calls*to elect the 
Big Mac as the Oil’s MVP. On the stats- 
crazed Oilogosphere, fans will argue 
endlessly about the value of Des- 
jardins’ numbers, and no one else will 
care. The Oilers will make the playoffs. 
David Staples blogs about the Oilers for 
the Edmonton Journal because U2 
haven't had:a really great album in a 
while. 


THIS WEEK’S OILER DEFINITION “opti- 
mism”: 1. A tendency to expect the best 
possible outcome. 2. The feeling Oiler 
fans share and continue to hold from 
early August until the first loss of the 
season. After that, see “dread,” “appre- 
hension” or “pessimism.” w 
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light be the single most 
can do for our planet, 


/, 80 Fesponsible, 
as Michael Pollan says, a 
“cruel, unfair, broken system.” Besides 
being harmful to the earth, it's not doing a 
very good job of feeding the hungry, nor of 
keeping us well. As food production has 
become ever more about economics than 
about food since the free wheat market of 
the 1880s, growing millions of us have died 
of malnutrition and starvation. 

Fruits and vegetables, says Pollan, 
comprise 4 tiny percent (about four per 
cent each) of the world’s croplands and 
the human diet globally. Grains and oils 
comprise about 75 per cent of both our 
croplands and our diets. And the fact that 
grains are calorie dense and easily trans- 
ported and stored makes them a solid 
base for political and economic power. 

But grains are grown largely in a chemi- 
cally dependent monoculture, which has 
brought with it soil erosion and environ- 
mental pollution and has replaced the 
diverse plant ecosystems that had covered 
the earth since forever prior to the dawn of 
agriculture. And while modern dairy farms 
are guilty, guilty, guilty and heavily depend- 


ent on grain farming, so are rice paddies— 
they are one of the biggest man-made 
methane sources on the planet. 

Ways the system harms our collective 
health beyond the ways directly linked to 
environmental harm range from starvation 
to overfed and undemourished obesity and 
food safety. E Coli, just as one example, 
comes to us Via grain-fed cattle, even 
though microbiologists know that a change 
as simple as a switch from grain-feed to 
hay-feed in cattle diets in the days before 
slaughter reduces the risk of infection. 


COUNTLESS PATHS too lucrative to resist 
have tumed out to be destructive. They told 
Us margarine was better for us, but it turns 
out it was just cheaper. The marriage of 
cheap raw materials and hydrogenation 
technology with the incorrectly understood 
link between saturated fat and heart dis- 
ase was an irresistible economic opportu- 


ics of food 


nity and resulted in millions of people 
dumping butter almost overnight—and 
then, as our cholesterol continued to sky- 
rocket, we began learning about the devas- 
tating impacts of trans fats. 

Given the startling truth that America 
has more prisoners than farmers, it's hard 
to disagree with Pollan’s assertions that 
We've reached a point at which land reform 
is as necessary here as it is in any nation of 
Latin America or Asia, that the system will 
fever work until we get more people back 
on the land working to feed people rather 
than to feed Monsanto, and that to fix the 
agricultural landscape, “the big-commodity 
market must be not just modified but over- 
thrown.” Growing our own food, fe says, 
isn't the answer: "Most home gardeners 
know that the root of the problem is politi- 
cal, but the agricultural establishment 
would like nothing better than to see us 
spend all of our free time in our gardens 


and not in political dissent.” 

The Heart and Stroke Foundation is still 
bestowing its blessing on products devoid 
of saturated fats no matter how many 
carbs they contain, even though the sci- 
ence pointing to high insulin levels and 
inflammation as the real causes of heart 
disease is convincing—our livers manu- 
facture far more cholesterol when we're 
burning food-source carbs for energy than 
when we're burning dietary fat for eneray. 

This warm and perfect October day 
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brings a warm and hopeful gift, though. | 
bump into an acquaintance from another 
life, a vibrant, happy, independent, still- 
golfing 81-year-old. I'm more than 
pleased to see him so well. He's had 
some cholesterol problems, but he gives 
me reason to celebrate. His doctor, as 
part of his heart-health plan, has advised 
him to sharply curb the white stuff— 
flour, breads, rice, potatoes, sugar. 

Change is slow, but with the flow of 
information, inevitable. w 
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This Tuesday, vote. 


A federal general election is taking place on October 14, 2008. 
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For information on where and when to 
vote, check your voter information card. 

it tells you where and when to vote. You'll 
get through the voting process more quickly 


identification authorized by the Chief 
Electoral Officer of Canada, please see 

the pamphlet you received by mail from 
Elections Canada or visit www.elections.ca 
and click on “Voter Identification at 


probably not on the voters list. To register, 
all you need to do Is go to your polling 
station on election day, where you must 
prove your identity and address. 
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if you have it with you. 
To vote, you must: 
* be a Canadian citizen 
* be at least 18 years old on election day 
* prove your identity and address 

Vote. Shape your world. 
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CHON! YOON 'T LIKE THAT? 


I SER(O0SLY 
DON'T Kulow 


The people of Edmonton Centre deserve someone who is 


—! 


passionately committed to be working with them to move forward. 


The economy, health care, and the environment are all suffering 
from decades of neglect and mismanagement. With your vote, | will 


help make Parliament work for ordinary Canadians. 
It is time to choose a new kind of strong. 
New leadership for Canada: 


JACK LAYTON AND THE NEW DEMOCRATS. 


Join Donna’s campaign 
www.donnamartyn.ca campaign@donnamartyn.ca 780-488-0047 
10806 119 Street NW, Edmonton, AB TSH 3P2 


Jack 
MDP 


Pil for and authoriand by the olficil agent of the candichate 
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A quick look at-my search history 
(only slightly redacted) over a day of 
fooling around with Sony's snuggle-style 
platform-playbox LittleBigPlanet shows a 
rapid arc from eager curiosity to wholly 
bought-in obsession: “littlebigplanet lev- 
els*—looking for videos to while away the 
beta demo download time; “littlebigplanet 
tutorial" —that’s when | was hoping to 
learn the secrets of how dudes were com- 
ing up with some of the crazy shit | was 
seeing; “how to knit’—when my love of 
woolen mascot Sackboy bubbled out into 
desire to snuggle him/it for real, forever. 
Developed by Media Molecule, whose 
founders were responsible for the indie 
Rag Dol! Kung Fu, LittleBigPlanet's proto- 
type working title was “Craftworld,” a 
name that bombs from a marketing per- 
spective—sounds like something you'd 
leaf through out of boredom while your 
Mom shops for scrapbooking supplies— 
but actually describes the game well. Lit- 
tleBigPlanet takes the aesthetics of DIY 
handcrafts and grade-school dioramas, all 
chunky fabrics, corrugated boxboard, rub- 
ber stamps and glitter, and puts them in 
front of an almost unspeakably robust 
toolkit and engine for the creation of 
physics-based platform-game worlds. 
Level editors are nothing new; as far 
back as Lode Runner in 1983 games were 
shipping with construction sets that let 
users design their own playspaces and/or 
use game elements to draw cocks and 
spell out swear words. It’s much less 
common for the toolkit to be the game, to 
have creating and sharing content as the 
whole point of the experience, to have 
exploring content created by others com- 
prise the overwhelming bulk of gameplay. 


g power 


BigPlanet 


Sure, LBP comes with plenty of pre-ma: 
material, but the only meaningful rea 
to play through “story” mode is to earn 
more tools for your kit and to ue 
glimpse of what those materials mighi 
make possible. 

Did | say “overwhelming bulk?” That 
an understatement, if anything. The 
game's still a couple of weeks from it 
official retail release, but the handful of 
people playing this preview beta—a few 
tens of thousands worldwide, a relative 
drop in the bucket—have cranked oui 
enormous quantities of content, powerin: 
through the curve of learning and accom- 
plishment from tentative first steps to 
near-masterpieces in maybe 10 days o/ 
activity. One short afternoon's power 
drive through this cloud of creativity, and 
you'll see some crazy shit you won't 
believe, constantly pushing LBPs engine 
to, through, and beyond the limits of what 
you might have thought it capable of 

Gamers being gamers, our culture of 
old-school reference, homage and parody 
is exceedingly well represented. The firs! 
thing you might notice as you orbit 
around LBPs planetoid menus are dozens 
of attempts at recreating favourite Super 
Mario Bros \evels, with various levels of 
success. From straight re-creation— 
Sonic's in there, too, and Mega Man, al! 
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UofA, SUB 780-492-2592 
| 10129-124St., #201 780-488-8487 


. and faculty travel at great prices. 


* SWAP Working Holidays in 
13 Countries 
* Language Courses in 
50 Countries 
« (SIC - Student Discount Cards 
* Low-Priced Insurance 


. Travel CUTS is owned by Canadian Student Associations 


La 
ce 
Canada’s Student Travel Exper's 


ne virtual burlap, paper and 
Pe on to the adaptations: 
ind Theft LittleBigPlanet, LBP Miami 
fice, Indiana Jones and the LittleBigTem- 
nie of Doom, LittleBigSilent Hill, a Shad- 
ww of the Colossus riff that has to be 
en to be believed ... 


AKING OF SILENT HILL, by the way, 
here's another exciting thread af LBP cre- 
tion, a vector that's inevitable whenever 
jolkits are opened and an open com- 
nons established: subversion. A mathe- 
matically trivial quantum of time elapsed 
etween the launch of the beta and the 
‘posting of the first levels actively subvert- 

g the games wholesome wuzzy-snuggle 

vie, deplaying shapes, textures, sounds 

ind physics to create dark places, horri- 
Je dungeons, bloodbathed abbatoirs and 
weird German-expressionist noir spaces 
ere Papar Mario meets The Cabinet of 

Wy Caligari by way of Godzilla. 

Then, subversion beyond aesthetics— 
Subversion of mechanics Limits-testing 
geeks putting the dazzling flexibility of 
LBP Rube Goldberg mechanisms to work 

ricking what is basically a run-and-jump 
latform-game engine into becoming, for 
example, a vertical shooter a la Space 
Invaders. Or a trivia game. Or an excruciat- 
ingly difficult Lunar Lander riff. Or a 
machine that uses LBPS sound-trigger ele- 
merits to play the intro, first verse and cho- 
tus of “Sweet Child o° Mine.” Or—most 
subversive of all—a side-scrolling shooter: 
the pace of technical development aimed 
al giving sweet, pacific little Sackboy a bia 
motherfuckin’ gun to tote is dizzying. 

This pace of innovation is powered in 
large part by 4 degree of sharing that 
goes one step beyond merely making lev- 
els able. Creators can choose to 
present their lovingly crafted gimmicks 
and gewgaws as rewards for completing 
their levels: play through some guy's mili- 
tary-themed level, for example, and you 
might come away with a functional model 
tank you can then add to your own cre- 
alions, take apart to study its workings 
and modify as you see fit. Inasmuch as 
comparisons of games to film may or may 
not be valid, imagine: watching Touch of 
Evil rewards you with all the technical 

S and resources necessary to realize 
6 'our-minute continuous tracking shot; 
sitting through The Ten Commandments 

/es you a complete Pharaoh's throne 

to use in your next student film, 

s hoping to make Sackboy the face 

PlayStation 3, a mass-friandly mas- 

ften the console’s steely, hardcore 

> heading into the midgame of this 

eration’s battle for market share. It 

work; the little bastard’s adorable as 

all hell. But beyond the cuddliness and the 

Tolicsome jingle-jangle of a soundtrack 

om The Go! Team, LittleBigPlanet is a 

populist game-making tool of almost terri- 

INQ power, and it just might change the 
ledium forever. wy 
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DISCOVER SMOKELESS TOBACCO WHERE CIGARETTES ARE SOLD. 


FRENZIE | 
FRIDAYS 


AVAILABLE IN 15g REGULAR 
OR 34g VALUE CAN 


1Sg REGULAR 34g VALUE CAN 


MORE PREMIUM TOBACCO 
IN EACH CAN FORA 
BETTER VALUE 


THIS PRODUCT IS NOT 
A SAFE ALTERNATIVE 
‘TOCIGARETTES 25 
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The Walk wills us good, WEEKLY 
With special thanks to our PRIZE WINNERS TOP CHILD WALKER 
; Alexandra Bjerky 
teams and donors, we raised TOP EARLY BIRD WALKER 
Veronica Vinge ToP 006 
Roxanne Heilman 
TOP INDIVIDUAL WALKER 
$1 48 2317.00 Laurie Hawn TOP CORPORATE TEAM 
? Sutton Nor-Vista Realty 
TOP YOUTH WALKER 
Hyun-Soo Lim TOP NON-CORPORATE TEAM 
PrideCentre of Edmonton 


THANK YO 
THEIR TIME 


Image by Dave Von Bieker 


Image by Mack D. Male 


THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE DONATED MORE THAN $250: 


$1000 — 2499 

Hawn, Laune 

Hurt, Warren 

La Framboise, Charmaine 

REALTORS® Association 
of Edmonton 

Sutton Nor-Vista Realty 

Talbot, Jim 


$500 -749 

Conservative Fund Canada 
Edmonton Centre 

Emery Jamieson LLP 

Fanning, Anne 

Gilead Employees 

Hartmier, Leslie 

Houston, Dr. Stan 
Meloche Monnex 
Edmonton Social Club 
Rowe, Keith 

The Traveling Tickle Trunk 
Titford, Bonnie 


Gill, Anita Bernard, Darcel Joseph, Andrea Matson, Katie Ngnyen, Nina 
Perras, Alex Stelmaschuk, Jim Wallace, Leigh 

$350-499 : , 

Cooper, Ryan Team: Team Edmonton Raised: $4,218 Captain: Mark Michaud 

Phair, Michael Brunt, Garth Buchanan, Shaylyn Dexter, Jim Dotto, Derek First, Brad 

TD Waterhouse Gale, TERCUEE Lee, Jackie Matthews, Colette Turner, Barb Z 4 
Team: Streetworks Raised: $3,649 Captain: Marliss Taylor 

$250 - 349 Houston, llona Lafreniere, Alexander Johnson, Sandra Villebrun, Geoffrey 

Andrews, Mike = — : a 

Bear, Dinah Team: GAP Raised: $3,505 Captain: Sandra Park 

Belanger, Al Blunt, Amanda Davis, Catherine Delaney-Plunkie, Blair Moon, Linda Parks, Paige 


Bishop & MacKenzie LLP 
Dr. J Chu & Associates 
Franklin, Joseph 

Gale, Terrence 

Halifax 57 Rescue (Canada) 
Hayward, Anne 

Kwong, Bernard 
Mabey,Louise 

Mcquaig Desrochers LLP 
Newman, Rhonda 
Parlee McLaws LLP 
Saunders, L. Duncan 
Tirjac, Sorin 

Vinge, Veronica 


THE FOLLOWING TEAMS RAISED MORE THAN $2000: 


Clarke, Sherri 
or Matt 


Addorisio, Judy 
Gabriel, Michael 


Hewitt, George 
McConaghy, Nora 


Neufeld, Sheryn 


Team: ELOMA Raised: $5,870 Captain: Jennifer Bell 
Bellemare, Donna 
Koehler, Jane 


Boyer, Stacey 
MacDonald, Glenda 


Team: Sutton Nor-Vista Realty Raised: $5,945 Captain: James Mabey 
Khoury-Dabbagh, Claude Mabey, Louise 


Rice, Banna 


Mabey, Stacey 
Young, Sharon 


Chiarello,Carmella Day, Mike 


Massie, Barb 


Brandon, Desmon 
Killam, Eliza 

Paish, Cynthia 
Rogers, Christopher 


Graham, Ca 
LaFlamme, 


Sanderson, 


Tommy 
Parker, Andrea 


rla Hauer, Katherine 
MacDonald, Ken 
Peterson, Marcus 


Amy Smith, Todd 


Hauer, Laurie 
Miller, Bob 
Reist, Stephanie 


Team: Pride Centre of Edmonton Raised: $5,408 Captain: Will Sutherland 


Hauer, Vincent 
Morison, Adam 
Robbins, Michele 


Van Alstine, Brendan 


Wolff, Alexis 


Auger, Jennifer 
Chiang, Anthea 
Luong, Anne 
Neufeld, Nicole 
Schilman, Carrie 


Garneau, Bl 


Margetts, Carmen 
Ogonoski, Scott 


Baker, Bronwyn 
Kulmatycki, Shannon 
Marvin, M.A. 

Puls, Chris 


air 


Tang, Connie 


Team: Gilead Alberta Raised: $5,373 - Captain: Kristina Marvin 
Baker, Annebel 


Baker, Bruce 

Kwong, Bernard 
McCabe, Martin 
Sangione, Dalbir 


Baker, Freddy 

Lee, Kathy 
McCabe, Stephanie 
Schilman, Brody 


Team: The Travelling Tickle Trunk Raised: $5,344 Captain: Brenda Kerber 
Hackett, Maxine 


Bear, Dinah 
Jesswein, Kari 


Crocker, Jocelyn 


Rowe, Keith 


Dupuis-Mazurenko, Nadine Farrell, Miranda 


Team: MAC Costmetics Raised: $4,589 Captain: Jennifer Park 


Park, Richard 
Slevinsky, Shawn. 


Schutz, Carmen 


Slevinsky, Ss 


Slevinsky, Connor 


pencer Walker, laural 


Slevinsky, Lauren 
Yurkovich, Katie 


Team: Feets Don’t Fail Me Now Raised: $2,696 Captain: Annabelle Wright 


Allen, Donald 


Cloutier, Ke 


lle Dunlop, Amanda 


Zarowny, Lisa 


Slevinsky, Rachel 


Team: HIV Edmonton’s Clever Consultants Raised: $2,055 Team Captain: Veronica Vinge 


Hunter-Moffatt, Ruth 


Newman, Rhonda 


Team: Soup-A-Stars Raised: $2,020 Captain: Tamar Koleba 


Atkinson, Donald Chow, Hau Daly, Jeff Everend, Lisa Ferrier, Alana 

Houston, Stan Kabzems, Venta Ponting, Rebecca Rabuka, Curtis Rabuka, Isaiah 
Rabuka, Jacob Simons, Daniel Todd, Liane Twiddy, Tanis 

Team: TD Bank Raised:$2,019 Captain: Pablo Seto 

Barkwell, Scott Chemi,Anna Marie Cheung, Carmen Fong, Jenna Gordon, Adam 


Lealand, Jennifer 


Petryshyn, 


Dan 
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SHARON YEO / sharon@vueweekly.com 
ebastian Lysz is on a mission. 
Keen to change the public per- 
ception of Devlin’s, the execu- 
tive chef is working hard to rebrand 
the cocktail lounge as not only a bar 
at which to enjoy a nice drink, but 
also a good quality meal. 

Since Devlin’s reopened in February 
of this year under new management, 
its been an “uphill battle,” describes 
Lysz. “No one’s really thought of 
Devlin’s as a destination or a place to 
go, but it’s not a seedy little dive any- 
more. It's a place you can come and sit 
down and enjoy yourself.” 

For a young chef—Lysz is all of 
22—such a process of revitalization 
Seems particularly tough. However, 
with nearly 10 years of experience 
under his belt, there is no arguing that 
‘Lysz has worked his way up. 

Starting as a dishwasher at Sorrenti- 
no's at the age of 13, he was “doing 
Pretty much everything in the kitchen” 
by the end of a two-year stint. After 
working at the Creperie and the 
-dmonton Petroleum Club, he relocat- 
d to Waterton National Park for the 
Detter part of a year to work at the Kil- 
orey Lodge. “I was just turning 18 
Hat summer,” Lysz explained, “hired 
» 2 Prep Cook. But when I got there 


meat c 
Ng experience to doing it every day 
‘8s @ really sharp learning curve.” 
\ysz. retumed to Edmonton to com- 
his technical training at NAIT. 
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Afterwards, a sudden departure by the 
head chef at the Creperie turned into 
an opportunity for Lysz to run the 
kitchen. “For a 19-year-old kid that 
was a daunting task,” remembers Lysz. 
“| had never been a sous chef before, 
so that was kind of from zero-to-60.” 

In November 2007, Lysz was in 
Vancouver when he received a call 
from the new owners of Devlin’s with 
an offer to run the kitchen. He agreed, 
and relays, “Ever since then, it’s been 
a rollercoaster.” 


WHAT BECAME immediately apparent 
during my conversation with Lysz was 
his ardent passion for locally sourced, 
seasonal ingredients. It’s a point of pride 
for Lysz that Devlin's taps into the 
regional richness of agriculture for pro- 
duce and meat, including working close- 
ly with Fort Macleod’s Fairwind Farms 
for cheese, Vegreville’s Spring Creek 
Ranch for beef and Carville’s Inspired 
Market Gardens for organic greens. 
Debuting on September 30, the fall 
menu at Devlin’s will feature simple and 
hearty dishes (see review on page 20). 


__ Expect a warm wild mushroom salad 
_ served with steak and homecut fries, a 


goat cheese fritter on roasted beets with 
sautéed beet tops and desserts like apple 
and wildflower crumble and decon- 
structed pumpkin pie. Lysz can't empha- 


AT HOME / 22 
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e Devlin’s you know 


wants to do so much more than cocktails 


size enough that “everything is made 
from scratch in-house—the ice cream, 
the bread, the buns,” meaning not only is 
freshness guaranteed, but flavour 
nuances can be controlled. 

The most intriguing dish in devel- 
opment is Lys2’s unconventional take 
on surf and turf. To accompany Spring 
Creek Ranch tri-tip, shrimp will be 
grilled, flash-frozen with liquid nitro 
gen and ground into a powder to pro- 
vide “an interesting texture and 
flavour contrast to the steak.” When I 
express my astonishment that some- 
one in Edmonton is cooking with 
such techniques, Lysz smiles: "| want 
to be pushing all the envelopes.” 

it's no surprise, then, that his food- 
forward attitude has netted some dis 
putes with the owners of Devlin’s, 
particularly because of the bar's cocktail 
lounge billing. ‘The bison carpaccio was 
a point of contention for a while,” Lysz 
admits. “But it went better than any of 
us were hoping. If a table ordered one, 
there was a 60 per cent chance that they 
would order a second one.” 


FOR SUCH a young professional, Lysz is 
keenly aware of the space between 
business and experimentation and 
understands the “line between catering 
to your market and just being com- 
pletely egotistical and doing what you 
want to do.” Still, wanting to coax an 
ever-more diverse palate out of his 
customers, Lysz does his best to sneak 
in a curveball dish now and then. 

“We can throw in the flank steak, 
we can throw in the tri-tip, or some 
thing weird like some nice smoked BC 
sea scallops,” he explains. These 
risks, whether prawn powder or wild- 
flower crumble, do much to set 
Devlin’s apart, on Whyte and beyond. 

With so much on his plate, I have no 
trouble believing Lysz when he says he 
doesn’t get out much. When he does, 
it's to support his local counterparts 
like Mexico Lindo, Viphalay and Hard- 
ware Grill. At home, Lysz loves to 
braise meats. “Short ribs, lamb shanks, 
buying a big chunk of beef chuck and 
making stew,” says Lysz. “There is 
something really relaxing and wonder- 
ful about cooking meat for a long time 
at a really low temperature. The whole 
place just smells great, and you can eat 
it for days after.” 

Will Devlin’s become the destina- 
tion that Lysz hopes it will? Only time 
will tell, but with his enthusiasm and 
plucky eagerness to introduce 
Edmonton to its local bounty and 
fringe preparation techniques, | have 
no doubt Devlin’s will continue to 
attract attention. v 
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NEW AND IMPROVED 


OPEN MIC NIGHT JAM! 


WITH ROBB ANGUS 
(The Wheat Pool) 


ON SUNDAY NIGHTS! 


Thurs, Oct 9* 
CLOSE ATTENTION 


Fri, Oct 10" 
HAPPY HOUR W/ 


CHRIS WYNTERS 


Wed, Oct 15" 
F&M 


Thu, Oct 16” 
MARCO CLAVERIA 


_ 10616-B82AvE, 414-6766 
~~ nes.com 


11642 104 Avenue 
Oliver Square 
Se ee (near LondomDrugs) 
ef cope Tel: 780 454-5556 
BREADLAND Ei 


ORGANIC WHOLE GRAIN BAKERY, 


Organic Handcrafted Products 


anic Whole Grain Products 
made fom elt, Kamut, Rye, and Brown Rice Flour 


Organic Special Diet Goods: 
Gluten Free Breads and Sweets, Yeast Free, Sugar Free, 
Wheat Free and Vegan Products 


Organic European Bakery Products: 
oes Sour Dough Breads, Croissants, Cakes, Strudels 
etc, 
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WARM UP 


TO OUR NEW 


FALL. MENU 


SPRING CREEK FLANK STEAK 
WITH BUTTER POACHED ATLANTIC LOBSTER TAIL 


OPEN FOR DINNER MONDAY - SATURDAY 
For more details and the fall menu visit www jacksgrilLca 


5842-111 Street Reservations: 434-1113 


Fabulous Dining . . . 


fast, lunch and dinner. Enjoy Canadian cuisine 
inspired by “AAA” Alberta beef and other local 
fare. 


Th Sulton P t 

10235 - 191 S 

Edinomton, Alberta 
780.428.7111 * Fax 780.441 3098 


info_edmonton@/suttonpiae m 


Central Park Lounge Relax in the lush and open 
garden atrium by our Grand Fireplace. Enjoy a 
classic martini or sample a glass of one of our 
vintage wines. Experience our “Chocoholic Buffet” 
every Thursday and Friday evening. 


Reservations 1.866.378.8866 


www. suttonplace.cony 


| Capitals Restaurant Relaxed dining for break- 
| 
| 
| 
| 
H 


8 
C Aol T MA 
ITALIANA 


Great Walian Dining simee 1991 
8715 - 109 ST.- 439-8466 


fiorecantina.com 


Devlin’s in the details 


New menu is worth selling your soul for 


SHARMAN HNATIUK / sharman@vueweekly.com 


na recent girls’ night with 
seven lovely ladies dressed in 
short dresses and high heels, 


1 found myself experiencing a very Sex 
and the City \ocation at a very E-town 
establishment; Devlin’s on Whyte 
Ave. An extensive drink menu filled 
with colourful cocktails garnished 
with candy complimented by a deli- 
cious array of tapas had me wonder- 
ing why we didn’t come here more 
often. The background beats, the cozy 
lounge setting and a funky atmos- 
phere had me feeling far from the 
pubs and low-lit lounges that line the 


TUE=SAT (5 PM 2AM) 


TAPAS 


D 
10507 -B2AVE 7437.74 


rest of Whyte. When the opportunity 
to test out their new fall menu came 
up, | was overjoyed. I slipped on a lit- 
tle black dress and I was on my way. 
One of my favourite fashionista 
friends agreed to join me for a drink, 
and by the time we arrived at 9 pm on 
Saturday night most of the tables 
inside and the seats in front of the 
large front windows were already 


71361 JASPER AVE 
Fees PARKING BEHIND BUR.OING 


taken. We got cozy at the bar with 
great people-watching view and a 
friendly bartender named Mike. The 
new menu was a few days away from 
the official unveiling, but the residen! 
chef Sebastian Lysz (see profile on 
page 19) was willing to give us a pr 
view. The departure from the summe: 
menu would provide rich, fuller {all 
choices; all hand-made in house and 
highlighting ingredients such as 
cheese, beef and chicken from a num 
ber of local producers 

Mike hooked me up with a swee! 
martini called “Liquid Heroin,” with 
dino-sour on my glass and my friend 
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le mojito, cheers and 
pene a » ste up for both. we 


‘treated to a surf- 

l€ of premium Spring 

Cc ‘on el dente cubed pota- 

toes. topped with grilled prawns and a 
merlat reduction ($15). 

Devlin’s is certainly bringing beef 
back. Our next tasty treat was a 
unique twist on sliders. While I’ve 
seen the mini burgers at a number of 
pubs around town, Sebastian has 

it up with a gourmet version 
a ise unique beef sliders 
ranging in flavour from southwest to 
sharp Alberta cheese ($13). 


SEBASTIAN ASKED if we wanted to 
try another dish or skip straight to 
dessert. We were feeling quite full, 
but when he told us it would be a 
flatbread ($9), we couldn't resist 
Personally, I think the flatbread at 
Deviin’s should be their signature, 
go-to, always delicious appetizer 
They come out looking like an oval 
pizza, but to call it a pizza would 
give you the wrong idea. Imagine a 
fluffy, thin-crust flatbread compli- 
mented with simple ingredients and 
copious perfectly melted cheese 
Sliced sideways and perfect for 
sharing, I can tell you that we 
absolutely love his flatbreads. 
Finally, we were presented with a 
lelectable dessert sampler ($15). Let 
me introduce you to the peanut but 
er bomb, a creamy peanut butter 
surprise hidden inside a hard choco- 
late layer. Next on the plate was an 
apple crumble served in a cocktail 
glass topped with brown sugar 


¢ 


ba ae matt 
Yt £7 
¥ MLE 


Third inline was a twist on pumpkin 
pie; a shortbread cookie served as a 
base for light pumpkin purée with a 
maple sauce. Last in line was-a-first 
for me; nitro ice cream on dry nutel- 
la. A spoonful of the unique combi- 
nation melted the powdery nutella 
back to normal with the ultimate 
€reamy ice cream texture. While 
most patrons mainly stick to tapas 
with their cocktails and beer, the 
dessert options at Devlin’s area 
must try and a great selection to 
share with friends or a date. 

The combination of friendly staff 
in a funky atmosphere coupled with 
a vast array of delicious food makes 
Devlin’s a great place to start the 
night with the ladies, meet a date, or 
have last call with the guys. The 
presentation of food and designer 
drinks set in a laid back yet stylish 
environment give Devlin's an 
ambiance that must be experienced 
The door had a constant flow of 
patrons dressed both casual and 
decked out, and the large front win 
dows give you the opportunity to be 
seen but also keep up on what's 
happening on the street 

We left Devlin’s close to midnight 
full on great conversation, delicious 
drinks and a great tasting sample of 
the new fall menu. We'll certainly be 
back to try the new home-grown cre 
ations, including the much-antic ipat 
ed cedar plank seafood Sampler. Mike 
the bartender made sure | left with a 
smile by letting me steal a red dino 
sour for the road; it was my Own Car- 
rie Bradshaw moment at a fabulous 
hot spot on Whyte. w 


The up & coming, upbeat, contemporary pub 
downtown on Jasper Ave. For those who enjoy 
good food, great drink and even better company 


Open 


happy hour and late night. 


for lunch, 


gourmet burger menu 


12 draught taps 


wine list 


beers from around the world 
a great selection of spirits and cocktails 


} 


} contains Il Portico and the parking lot that 
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BEFORE YOU SEE YOUR FAMILY ... 

Nothing finishes off turkey like a nice 
wine, and to help you pick the best, 
deVine Wines is offering two tastings 
this weekend. First, on Friday from 3 pm 
- 7 pm, Jennifer Fulford of Freehouse 
Wine & Spirits will be on hand to offer 
some fine Chileans te drown out the 
taste of brussel sprouts, Then, on Satur- 
day from 1 pm - 4 pm, Curtis Bawden of 
Pacific Wines & Spirits will expand the 
menu, offering selection from around 
the world. For more info visting 
devinewines.ca or call 780.421.9463 


MAMA MIA! SAY IT AIN'T SO! 


The Tuscan sun has set on tl Portico, Blue 
Cross has purchased the building that 


FOOD NEWS! 


Surrounds it, with the intention of tuming 
the building into offices immediately, so 
unfortunately that's it for the popular Ital 
lan restaurant. General manager and part 
owner Patrick Saurette says he looks for- 
ward to time with his family, Goodbye || 
Portico: Edmontonians will miss you! 


Dish Weekly spills the beans on culinary 
events in Edmonton. Have an event aur 
citys gourmands should know about? 
Just e-mail dish@vueweekly.com 


nN us every 
Thursday ‘for a 
bowl of meaty 


Beef Stew, 
served with 
S j de sal ad 


& biscuit. 
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500 DIFFERENT 
BRANDS OF BEER! 
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we're Edmonton s 
9008 LIQUOR STORE 
OF THE YEAR: 


Wine Tasting 
every Wednesday 
from 4 tl8 pm 
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Eritrean/Ethiopian/Somolian Food 
Eritrian Coffee 
Organic Foods & Eritrean Tea 


Edmonton City Centre 


102 Ave. & LOOA St. 


7804A26-ARMS (4767) 


© it’s October and recipe time. 

The month of ghosts and gob- 

lins and all things scary— 
including the possibility of snow. My 
first thought was to make those veg- 
gie burgers that have set up camp in 
my brain. I even found the perfect 
recipe in a lovely little cookbook from 
the amazing rebar restaurant in Victo- 
ria. And it actually has ground pump- 
kin seeds in it—how October-y is 
that? Except that I didn’t actually feel 
like barbequing anything right then. 
It’s comfort-food season—the kind 
that can be made without leaving the 
comforts of my warm cozy kitchen. 

Then I ran across a recipe for 
pumpkin and black bean burritos. 
Comfort food with Halloween 
colours—that would do. But my 
search also turned up a recipe for 
sweet potato burritos and, as much 
as pumpkin can be transformed into 
edible matter, usually with the addi- 
tion of copious amounts of sugar, 
sweet potato burritos just sounded 
so much better. So much for the 
pumpkin theme. But at least sweet. 
potatoes are orange. 

My pantry-stocking skills must be 
improving, since I actually had every- 
thing I needed. Probably an off-shoot 
of the fact that driving anywhere in 
these days of perpetual construction 
and congestion is kind of a misnomer: 
parking or crawling would be a more 
accurate description. 

The recipe makes 12 servings, but I 
didn’t need or want that many (who 
makes a dozen burritos?) so I decided 
to mentally cut the recipe in half. 

About an hour and a half before I 
tackled the rest of the recipe, I dug out 
a fairly massive sweet potato and stuck 
it in the oven, which I set to 425°—I 
didn't bother preheating it since it was- 
n't going to make any difference quali- 
ty-wise, You can also microwave it but, 
although it’s much quicker, the sweet 
potato doesn’t seem to have the same 
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Sweet burritos 


ICTIVE SWEET POTATO BURRITOS 
(FROM ALLRECIPES.COM) 


1 tablespoon vegetable oil 

1 onion, chopped 

4 cloves garlic, minced 

6 cups canned kidney beans, drained 
2 cups water 


creamy texture. 

Once it was soft and squishy, I took 
it out to cool a bit and reduced the 
oven temperature to 350°. Then I res- 
cued my tortillas from the freezer. 
Although | prefer the organic, grainy, 
whole wheat-y kind, my kids are 
addicted to the sun-dried tomato with 
basil variety and, since this was a bit 
of an experiment anyway, | decided to 
indulge them. 


1 GOT OUT my big frying pan, drizzled 
in a bit of oil, and let that get nice and 
toasty while I chopped up half an 
onion, Onions are okay in my house, 
but big chunks of it can pretty much 
render the unfortunate dish it inhabits 
to be inedible. So the onion was 
chopped into very tiny pieces. That 
went into my sizzling oil along with 
two cloves of garlic, which I just 
smushed through my garlic press. 
That sautéed for about five minutes 
and only needed a quick stir here and 
there. It also did an impressive job of 
imparting its heady aroma throughout 
my kitchen. | didn’t know what the 
end result would be, but it already 
smelled good. 
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Once that was soft | opened up a 
can of Eden Organic Kidney Beans 
(my favourite brand since they have 
no salt), gave them a quick rinse, and 
then dumped them into the pan. We 
kind of like our beans to resemble 
beans so | mashed them only a bit 
and then added a teaspoon of cumin, 
a tablespoon of chili powder and a 
tablespoon of soy sauce. | decided to 
skip the mustard (my kids have not 
yet made friends with it), the cayenne 
pepper (the kids again), and the 
water. It didn’t seem to need any 
extra liquid. 

Assembly time. I slid the sweet 
potato out of its skin and lightly 
mashed it with a quick grind of salt 
and pepper. The tortillas went in the 


microwave for about 20 seconds each * 


to soften them and | was ready. On 
each tortilla | put a thick layer of 
sweet potatoes and then a thick layer 
of the bean mixture (I always seem to 
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overstuff my burritos). A quick sprin 
kling of grated cheddar/mozza and 
then I rolled them up—or tried to 
anyway: overstuffing doesn't lend 
itself to neat and tidy little packages 

They went into the oven for about 
20 minutes and came out lightly 
browned and slightly crisp. On went 
some salsa and we all took a bite 
some of us a bit more skeptically thar 
others. They were really, truly amaz 
ing and delicious. The sweet potaic 
made them rich and creamy, the 
beans chunky and spicy and the 
gooey cheese added just the right 
touch of richness (and helped hold 
everything together). Who would 
guess they're so good for you too? 

These are definitely going to be a 
quick and easy staple in my house 
Next time, with the addition of some 
spinach, cilantro and a bit of salsa 
right in the burrito, they‘ll be perfect 
And I'll be one of those people who 
makes 12 of them. I might even try 
them with pumpkin instead of sweet 
potatoes, use black beans instead ot 
kidney beans and then serve them for 
a not-so-seary black-and-orange Hal 
loween dinner. w 
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What's in my beer?! 


| have noticed a trend in recent years: 
breweries are becoming a lot more cre- 
ative and ambitious when it comes to 
unique additions to their beer. I'm not just 
talking about adding fruit or honey to your 
brew, either. For example, I'm seeing 
beers spiced with cinnamon, nutmeg and 
other spices. | am 
seeing chili pepper 
beers, pomegranate 
beers, even beers 
with pine needles. 

[think this is due 
to the growing 
adventurism of beer 
drinkers. As many 
of us open our 
palates to different 
kinds of beer, we 
become more will- 
ing to try something 
out of the ordinary, 
something that 
challenges our defi- 
nition of beer. This 
is a good thing. 

Maybe Edmonton can take the title of 
most adventurous brewing city. We have 
Amber's Mountain Pepper Berry beer, and 
Alley Kat’s current seasonal is Pumpkin 
Pi, infused with pumpkin and spices. Both 
are courageous, strong beers. 

And now we have 2 beer that may sur- 
pass all in terms of creativity. Sherbrooke 
Liquor Store (118 Ave and St Albert Trail) 
is considered by most as the best beer 
store in town. They have also been 
releasing proprietary beers sold only at 
their liquor store. Most have been high 
quality and adventurous (a double IPA, 
chocolate cherry porter, rye-aged beer). 
It's brave of them to try releasing their 


own beer, but also cunning genius. 

Their latest may take the cake in terms 
of creativity. They have just released Heat- 
seeker—a robust porter infused with 
coconut and curry spices. The idea comes 
from an award-winning homebrew recipe 
from local homebrewer Mark Nesdoly. 
Sherbrooke decided to give Nesdoly’s 
handcrafted version a try on a bigger 
scale. The result is Heatseeker, 


IT POURS a deep, rich brown with red 
highlights. A thick, light tan head drops to 
a thin, consistent cover. Emanating from 
the glass are chocolate and dark caramel 
aromas, accented by a noted coconut Qual- 
ity. There is only a subtle Spice aroma. 

The first taste 
Impression is 
chocolate and curry, 
followed by the rich 
flavour of coconut 
The curry fades 
quickly and does 
not offer much in 
the way of heat 
The underlying 
porter is solid 
chocolatey and vel- 
vety with just a 
touch of roast. The 
coconut accents the 
malt and also offers 
an angular take on 
the sweetness 

Heatseeker pro- 
vides a strong base porter and throws in 
some intriguing flavours te make the beer 
interesting and unique Belying the name, 
though; there isn't teally a spicy heat. At 
first this was disappointing, but as | sipped 
the beer, | realized the lack of heat is a 
good thing: a mouth-burning sensation 
would only serve as a distraction to the 
beer's complex flavours. The curry is noted 
but subdued, which is as it should be 

Dear reader, you might be forgiven for 
approaching this beer with some skepti- 
cism, given its odd ingredients, but dare 
to try it, | suggest, and you may find your- 
self enjoying it and, pray, even seeking 
out other beers with odd additions. w 
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The sound of silence 


Children of a Lesser God returns for Walterdale’s 50th 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 

at the arts are a life-changing 
experience is a cliché that’s 
been trotted out quite a bit in 
the last little while, as the arts has 
become a focal point for debate in 
our federal election. But sometimes 
the arts can actually change your life 
in a way that’s not so esoteric. For 
Judy Unwin, who is directing Chil- 
dren of a Lesser God for the Wal- 
terdale’s 50th anniversary season 
after originally directing it in 1985, 
seeing the play—which is about a 
teacher at a school for the deaf and 
his former student—on a trip to New 
York City created a desire to learn 

more about the deaf community. 

“I absolutely fell in love with the 
play and ! came home and wrote to 
{theatre publishing company] Samuel 
French to find out how I could get the 
Canadian rights, but they hadn't been 
released at that point,” she recounts, 
before outlining the steps she decided 
to take while waiting to acquire the 
rights. “I realized, having seen the 
play, that I wouldn't dare direct it 
unless I knew how to communicate 
with [deaf] people, so | took two years 
of sign language courses and wormed 
my way into the deaf community so 
that | could meet people that could 
help me put this show on.” 
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Those courses and her connec 
tions within the community led to 
more interactions with deaf people 
and stints volunteering at the 
school for the deaf here in Edmon- 
ton. Unwin went from having near- 
ly no contact with deaf people to 
having a grasp of the beauty of 
American Sign Language and an 
understanding of the disconnect 
between the hearing and non-hear- 
ing worlds. The play, unlike the 
movie, is as much a political story 
as it is about the central relation- 
ship within the play. 

“Anyone who has seen the movie 
might wonder what the heck I’m 
talking about. The movie is a love 
story—in fact the writer Mark Medoff 
took his name off the credits 
because it wasn’t the story he wrote, 
the story he wrote is very political,” 
she says “I think [that element] is 
important, because deaf people are 
often marginalized by the hearing 


community because they don't 
understand them and don’t under 
stand deaf culture, but to watch our 
cast and the previous cast learn 
about each other is remarkable.” 


THE CAST INCLUDES deaf and hard-of- 


hearing people in the major roles, 


something that is stipulated in the 
rights for professional theatres but not 
for amateur productions. Nonethe- 
less, both times she has directed it, 
Unwin insisted upon the inclusion of 
members of the deaf community. 

"The message of the play doesn’t 
allow for a hearing person to do it,” 
she explains. “If you put a hearing 
person who signs in it you miss so 
much. As far as I'm concerned you 
might as well not do it if-you don’t 
have a deaf woman in the lead.” 

The play is being brought back as 
part of Walterdale’s 50th anniversary 
season because not only was it such 
a daring choice for the company, but 
it was also a huge hit 

“Our last two weeks at the Wal- 
terdale sold out completely, and we 
weren't too worried about fire regula- 
tions then so we had two extra rows 
of chairs in front of the seats as well 
and those sold out,” Unwin recounts 
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Activist artists 


Art is in all the small things 
at ESPA’s 10th anniversary show 


SARAH HAMILTON / hamilton@vueweekly.com 
e volume of objects on display 
at Mediation, the Edmonton 
Smail.Press Association’s 10th 
Anniversary show now on at ArtsHab, 
speaks overwhelmingly to the diversi- 
ty of the Association’s work since 
their founding in 1998. The show is 
comprised of works from the ESPA’s 
library and archives, a comprehensive 
collection of prints, posters, pam- 
phlets and zines largely, though not 
exclusively, originating in the social 

justice community, 

There are art works in this exhibi- 
tion which will look very familiar— 
the visual language that graphic 
designers and street artists have long 
relied on to speak to political sensi- 
bilities, such as ‘30s Soviet propa- 
ganda, has been appropriated by 
contemporary consumer culture and 
as a result, the language has lost its 
impact. This, however, does not 
detract from the clever references 
and artistic ingenuity some of the 
artists demonstrate. 

The political is inseparable from 
the visual in the deeply etched faces 
in Meredith Stern's print “Community 
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Housing,” which articulates the 
insurmountable sorrow of lifelong 
poverty and an enduring concern 
with inequity. Appropriately, Ster: 
references artist Kathe Kollwitz in 
her work, drawing on Kollwitz’s use 
of fine lines and monochromatic 


. tones to animate her figures with 
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He’s so modest 


Léeveille explores the frailty of power 


SHERRY DAWN KNETTLE / sherry@vueweekly.com 


hen choreographer Daniel 
Léveillé first begins to talk 
about his piece, La 


Pudeur Des Icebergs (The Mod- 
esty of Icebergs), it sounds as 
though he were the author of a well- 
crafted book rather than the creator 

a dance piece. “It’s like writing— 
you create phrases and paragraphs 
and at the end, you have a book,” he 
says. “One of my goals is to write the 
book well, and this is an extremely 
welewritten piece.” 

It took Léveillé three years to com- 
plete the work, which had uncertain 
beginnings. During the first year, he 
wasn't sure what the piece would be 
about, but knew the turning point 
would come when he found a name 
for the work. “When I’ve found the 
title, I've found the piece,” he says, 
explaining that it helps define the 
work for him 
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LA PUDEUR DES ICEBERGS 
PRESENTED BY DANELLEVELLE DANSE 
TAME FRE ARS 7 AE 2 


Named for the many interpretations 
of an iceberg, the piece is filied with 
startling and chilling images of the 
naked human body. Léveillé began 
working with naked bodies while cre- 
ating Acide et Noix, which he brought 
to Edmonton in 2004, and has done 
So ever since. He had asked his 
dancers to wear only underwear dur- 
ing a rehearsal, but they looked too 
seductive—not the effect he wanted 

“So | asked them if they could do a 
run-through for me naked. The 
impact of that—it came as a revela- 
tion. It wasn’t the same piece!,” he 
says. “The work had transformed, 
becoming more honest and sincere, a 
kind of trueness.” 


DANC 


BUT LEVELLE also admits that his work 
deliberately lacks emotional warmth. 
“These people are cold,” he says, 
although he quickly points out that the 
piece is not lacking emotion—in fact, 
he’s passionate about the impact emo- 
tions have on physical movement, and 
his choreography conveys the intrinsic 
connection between the two. 

“For me, emotions are a part of the 
human body; there’s a sense of shy- 
ness in it” he says, adding that he 
prefers his French title, La Pudeur Des 


Icebergs, because he feels it captures 
that spirit a bit more accurately. “It’s 
maybe a little tougher to explain in 
English, but I think that ‘iceberg’ is for 
something very big and strong.” 

He goes on to describe a man who 
we might expect to be in control of 
everything, but instead feels fragile 
and exposed. To that end, he chose 
mostly men for the piece (there are 
five men and one woman), though 
Léveillé also wanted the upper body 
strength of the male dancer for the 
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many vigorous, flowing lifts that are 
the basis of the intricate piece. 

“My work is about showing the 
complexity of human bodies,” he says 
adding that-he views the nakedness 
as simply a costume, an essentia! 
choreographic tool that helps him 
expose human frailties and emotions 
the same way a writer can, “You can 
see the muscles, the sweat. It forces 
you to look deeper,” he says, before 
adding with a little laugh, “and there 
certainly is a lot to see.” W 
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DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
here’s something spookily ethe- 
| real about the printed sheets 
that make up Rebekah Miller's 
latest installation, Building My 
House. Created from a painstaking 
process akin to doing pencil-rubbings 
of life-size objects—Miller inks up 
ancient, decaying buildings, doors 
and windows, and then hand-presses 
the images onto the wispy, transpar- 
ent sheets—the result is like the ghost 
of a building, a barely there spectre of 
what once was, 

But the ephemeral look of Miller's 
printings also speaks to something 
deeper than just the slow disappear- 
ance of history: there is also the haze 
of memory, and the intangible nature 
of dream. Miller plays with all those 
elements in this installation, a mixture 
of in-situ photographs of a ghostly 
door occupying various spaces—an 
old bootleggers’ cabin, a house being 
constructed, barren woods, an empty, 
snow-covered prairie field—and the 
piece that gives the show its title, a 
hanging reconstruction of a long- 
abandoned shack, to be completed for 
the closing reception. 

The former are culled from hun- 
dreds of photographs Miller has taken 
of her prints and, like the main instal- 
lation, are both an attempt at building 
a narrative with recreated found 
pieces as much as whimsical takes on 
what home can mean. 

"They're all sort of about giving a 
narrative to places or landscapes that 
are vacant or isolated, landscapes that 
are desolate,” explains Miller, who says 
that doors and windows have become 
particularly fascinating for her, mostly 
because of the myriad metaphors 
they're capable of suggesting. 
“Entranceways hold a lot of symbolism: 
they're a way in, they're a way out, 
they’re a way of blocking, they're a way 
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of letting through.-They represent a lot 
of psychological in-betweens.” 

The many possibilities give the 
photographs much of their power: the 
photos where Miller’s door stands in 
for real doors past and present (the 
cabin and the construction site) seem 
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to suggest our limited view of time, a 
reminder that moments are indeed 
only snapshots, and there is much 
that has both already and has yet to 
come..The more esoteric pictures (the 
field) the woods) suggest the connec- 
tion we can feel with even the most 
innocuous landscapes, a recognition 
that home means much more than 
just the house we grew up in. 


BOTH OF THOSE threads weave together 


in the installation, a shack that seems 
almost as much like a trick of percep- 
tion as a tangible thing (on that note, il 
would be interesting to see Miller 
move the finished project outside the 
gallery). Drawing as she is on an actual 
structure while still giving it a hazy, 
not-quite-there quality, Miller is invit- 
ing us both to appreciate the history o! 
the actual place and bring our own 
perceptions and memories of home to 
bear on what we're currently seeing. 

“I'm hoping that it appeals to some 
sort of connection that they might 
have with their own archetypal house,’ 
confesses Miller. “! think people do 
generally feel a connection with old 
structures, there's this sort of romance 
that surrounds them, and even though 
they do disintegrate eventually, they 
hold some charm for people. When ! 
tell people what I’m doing, they almost 
always have some story or reference to 
their own lives, some old shack that 
they remember fondly.” 

It’s that kind of feeling that Miller 
creates so well with her installations, 
inspiring the viewer to consider whal 
the surprisingly elusive notion of 
home really means. v 
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7. Jenny Lewis - Acid Tongue (warner) 
8. Ry Cooder -1, Flathead (nonesuch) 


9. Okkervil River- The Stand ins (jagjaguar) 
10. Amos Garrett - Get Way Back (stony plain) 


11. Taj Mahal - Maestro (heads up) 


12. Oid Crow Medicine Show — Tennessee Pusher (nettwerk) 
13. Maria Dunn - The Peddler (distant whisper) 


NDING OCTOBER 9, 2008 
1. Michaek Franti & Spearhead - All Rebel Rockers (anti) 

2. Kings Of Leon - Only By The Night (rca) 

3. Chad Vangaalen — Soft Airplane (flemish eye) 

_ 4, TVOn The Radio — Dear Science (touch & go) 

5 Rodney Crowell - Sex & Gasoline (stony plain) 

6. Calexico ~ Carried To Dust (quarter stick) 


14. Elliott Brood — Mountain Meadows (six shooter) 


15. Wendy McNeill - A Dreamer’s Guide To Hardcore Living (six shooter) 
16. Ndidi Onukwulu - The Contradictor (jericho beach) 
17. Dennis Wilson — Pacific Ocean Blue (epic) 


18. Tricky - Knowle West Boy (domino) 


19. Joan Osbome - Little Wild One (plum records) 


20. Alejandro Escovedo — Real Animal (back porch) 
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Now the leaves shrivel, brown and fall 
from the trees to be obliviously trampled 
into wintry pulp—what better time is 
there to think about death! I've been 
treading Nothing to Be Frightened Of 
(Random House, $32.95), English novelist 
Julian Barnes’ latest work of non-fiction, 
My reading of this divertingly morbid |it- 
tle volume has passed largely over pints 
of rich, opaque, iron-fortified beer on a 
tavern’s dusky patio until my fingers 
ached, a sensation that starts to blur its 
origins—is it just the coldness or the 
weakening effects of time on my dig- 
its?—once you reach a certain age, and 
that age likely depends on whenever it 
was you experienced le réveil mortel, a 
handy term dreamed up by Charles du 
Bos which Bames suggests is best trans- 
lated as “the wake-up call to mortality.” 

| don’t know if this sounds like some- 
body’s idea of bragging, but | actually 
can't even remember my own réveil. It 
seems like it was always there, already 
hatched and doing its work on my well- 
fed anxieties before | even knew what 
anxiety was. There are those, I’m told, 
who aren't plagued by fear of death. For 
them, Nothing to Be Frightened Of should 
hold some anthropological curiosity, a 
primer on what the fuss is all about. For 
the rest of us, Barnes’ pithy, anecdotal 
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and arguably kind of amiably aimless 
thanatophobist’s memoir is all too famil- 
iar in its chronicles of late night sweats, 
those special sorts of panic attacks 
reserved for involuntary nocturnal “pit- 
gazing.” Barnes, now 62, is a non-believ- 
er. so his pit, for the record, is truly 
fucking fathomless, and the title of his 
book needs to be read with the emphasis 
on that first word: it is precisely nothing 
that’s so frightening. 

Barnes goes through any number of 
age-old forms of philosophically intoned 
consolation, from the religious to the 
genetic, and finds more than adequate 
grounds for dismissing every one as insuf- 
ficient. But consolation—that is, grown-up 
consolation as opposed to the rubber nip- 
ple type, doesn't seem to be what this 
book is all about, unless we consider the 
value-of the simple consolation of recogni- 
tion, the reminder that we're all in the 
same boat ... even if it's eventually going 
to smash into an iceberg. 


“TT 1S WHEN faced with death that we 
turn most bookish,” observed Jules Renard 
and quoted by the Francophile Barnes, and 
for me this rings true. Literature, perhaps 
above all texts that survive their authors, 
holds a singular link to mortality, and 
books, hand-held and intimate by nature, 
closely invoke our private dialogue with 
time. Bames, while claiming that if given a 
strict number of days left would probably 
chose the emotional mainline of music 
over books—also pretty sensible if you 
ask me—thus makes the refrain of Noth- 


ing to Be Frightened Of references to the 
books and authors he knows best, which 
seem mostly to be late 19th century and 
early 20th century Euros, like Flaubert, 
Zola or Turgenev, who, as cited by Barnes, 
once claimed that Russians have a unique 
talent for swatting away thoughts of 
death, making them disappear into the 
"Slavic mist.” “Nowadays,” Barnes later 
points out, “both the gesture and the mist 
are available pharmaceutically.” 

Bares’ book is hardly all-encompassing, 
its consideration of “how we die” being 
largely confined to how middle-class west- 
emers with reasonable access to health- 
care die. No matter how universal a chord 
he strikes in his candid exploration of his 
own thanatophobia and that of people he’s 
been close to, Bames never even begins to 
account for the varieties of thanatophobia 
that distinguish us culturally. But in a sense 
the specificity of Bames’ book, the personal 
aspect of it, is its real strength. As much as 
anything else, Nothing to Be Frightened Ot 
is about Barnes coming to terms with death 
through the prism of his own family 
through trying hard to remember thing 
about the past and about people, all the 
while acknowledging that memory and the 
imagination are nearly interchangeable 
Barnes seems perfectly comfortable with 
the vagaries of memory, since as a novelist 
he’s vocationally inclined to believe some 
deeper truth may be gleaned from the 
(re)construction, however founded on the 
unintended fictions of our murky conscious 
ness. And in these truths are perhaps a 
third and last form of consolation: our num- 
ber may be up sometime, but before then, 
at least there might be one more sublime 
spark of understanding. All for naught per- 
haps, but a spark all the same. w 
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21. Toxic Holocaust - An Overdose Of Death (relapse) 

22. Fucked Up - The Chemistry Of Common Life (matador) 

23. Agnostic Mountain Gospel Choir - Ten Thousand (shoutin’ abner pim) 
24. Eliza Gilkynson — Beautiful World (red house) 
25. Jerry Douglas - Glide (koch) 

26. Brian Wilson - That Lucky Old Sun (capitol) 
27. Jay Reatard — Matador Singles '08 (matador) 
28. Ayla Brook — After The Morning After (saved by radio) 
29. Emmylou Haris - All | intended To Be (nonesuch) 

30. The Pack A.D. - Funeral Mixtape (mint) 


AMON AMARTH 


TWILIGHT OF THE THUNDER GOD 


These Swedish Vikings are Gods of 
their very own. Creating an album that is 
to date, probably their most stunning 
work yet. It is solid from beginning 

to end full of raw powerhouse sounds 
and an unbelievable compelling feel. 
This is a must own for any death metal 
fan. (oh, and the very limited edition 
comes with bobblehead figurines of the 
entire band.) 


make Sure TO FRIEND US at MYSPACE.COM/MEGATUNESEDMONTON 
10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 
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ical depth and emotion. Framing 
e figures and statistics about the 
te of community housing give con- 
and motive to the work. 

Roger Peet's stencil prints, “Export,” 
jort” and “Extort” juxtapose con- 
xi with form. Using bright candy- 
nd-comic-book colours matched 
ith softness in texture, Peet depicts 
cenes of violence and political 
nfringement. Their texture draws 
ur eye in; the works look velvety; 
e text at the top of each piece brings 
ou back to the violent and distress- 
ing social context of the work 


EXTRAORDINARY and diverse col- 


jection of zines and mail art in this 
exhibition is worth special attention. 
The micro-zines of Winnepeg’s Robert 
pasternak, displayed in the glass case 
near the back, are a good example of 
the diversity within the zine commu- 
nity. Pasturnak has created miniature 
zines packaged like Wrigley gum- 
type, or rolled into tiny scrolls. Also 
intriguing is the ongoing mail-art 
project of David Dellafiora from Aus- 
tralia, who has artists decorate a roll 
of toilet paper from their home and 
send it to him. He therr binds the 
sheets into books and sends them 
back to the artists and small press 
associations like ESPA. 

rhere are many, Many other types of 

nes on display here as well, which 
you can (delicately) take out and look 
over. The Association's mandate to 
provide support and community to 
local small press interests is empha- 
sized by the amount of work collected 
from international artists and presses 
over the last decade. The diversity and 
ietail of works like Pasternak's and 
Dellafiora’s give context to ESPA’s role 
in the small press world. Artistic Direc- 
tor Lyn X hopes “{visitors] will be more 
appreciative of small press and even 
have a better understanding of what 
small press is.” AS ESPA is launching its 
fourth Annual North of Nowhere Expo 
on October 17, this is a perfect starting 
point for understanding. w 


CHILDREN OF A LESSER GOD 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 24 


“No professional theatre has done it in 
the city and it was quite daring for the 
Walterdale. At the time I thought I 
must be out of my mind, and believe 
me | thought that again this time too.” 
For Unwin, the chance to bring the 
show back for the 50th anniversary 
season means a lot to her. She got her 
Start in theatre playing Josephine in A 
ste of Honey at the original Wal- 
dale Theatre in 1963, but also 
Cause Children of a Lesser God 
struck such a chord with her originally. 
‘I got tickets at a 2-for-1 booth for 
some play that was going on that 
night and | sat in the front row and 
vad never heard of it before and just 
Sobbed in it, 1 was so moved," she 
Says. “! don’t direct a show unless 1 
® passion for it. For me, if | don’t 
a the show, to direct is not a joy. 
© take something that means so 
Much to me and watch it blossom, 
though, is so rewarding.” w 


<\ SOLE EXPERIENCE 


? 


With these BOOTS, youll wish there 
WAsZALREADY snow owthe ground! 


10805-82 Ave, Edmonton, AB T6E 2B2 
www.soleexperience.com 
Tel: (780) 437-7604 
Fax: (780) 437-2899 


Winter besvins in 2 weeks 


October 23, 2008 


Breaking into the Back Country, 
Nemesis Runs, Deathwish Double Diamonds, 
Training for Winter. 


DEADLINE IS FRIDAY AT3 PM 


VWD:d0am-Spm; Thu 


THE ART 
Jan 4 © Free (members): $10 fadult}/$? (sanior/an 


influences on his work; Oct 19 (2pm) 


Opening reception: Oct 9 (7-10pm), 
FRINGE GALLERY Paint Spot basement. 10618 Whyte Ave 


"DOUGLAS UDELL GALLERY 022 24 St, 780.458.4825 « Horse 
‘Show Group show: Det 18- Nov 1; Opening reception Oct 18 (2-4pm} 


ee ae ear “* Whitemud Crossing Branch 
1780-496-1822); Julian Forrest, painter and photographer, talks 


‘about the significant shifts in his practice and examinas their 


FINE ARTS BuILoTna Gaui fn 144, Fine Arts Bldg, 112 
St, 89 Ave (780-492-2081) * Opah Tue-Fri 10am-5pm, Sat2-Spm 
'* Maria Madacky (MFA Drawing and Intermedia); Until Nov 1; 


udent) $5 (6 
T2yrsi/troe (Syrs and underl/$20 {family-2 adults, 4 children} 


DANCE 


made clothing, delightfal oddities & Aioek °n Roll, Broadcast live 
BRAM WEEE DANCE Tins Cente fer the Art 67 Ave. 12St LISA feotining eld 8 Stream. The Mitts and quests: Oct 1} 
Us Pudaur Des icebergs (The Modesty of lkebergs) iby ‘costume! A night of beats. turkeys. gravy and dancing! 
‘Dusrie! Léveitié ¢ Oct 10-11 © $25 (adunl/$20 tetucient/senier) at Featuring Noighbour, Spilt Milk. Arlen. Trevor Galore, Cal Gass, 
‘on the Square Remo de Janeiro, DJ Monster Truck: 18+; $15 adv at Foosh « 
‘SHANNON THUE TRIO Community Hail, 10860-57 STUDIO GALLERY 3rd Fi. 10217-106 St (780-429: 


9532/780-423-2966) * Open Thu 58pm, by appointment * 
sett, Edmonton Rope a y 
r, Anniversary Retrospective * Work by ArtsHab artists in 
eee ee eee residence; until Oct 30 Thu S-Sam) 

cl 9351-118 Ave 


‘GALLERY AT MILNER-STAMLEY 

fi, Sit Winston Churchill Sq (780-495-7030) © Open Mon-Fri 
Sam-Spm: Sat Sam-Gpm: 

Rar Until et 30 ¢ Edmonton Weavers’ Guild exhibit, Unt 


(780-432-0240) © Artworks by Edward Van Viiet » Through Oct 


A. MILNER LIBRARY Main 


Sun 1-Spm * Edmentén Ait Club group 


DEER 4230 Ross St. Rod Door (403-341. 


4641) © TRYPTICS: Group show * Until Oct 25 


WOUSE 10215-112 St (780-426-4180) * Span Mon: 
Hi 


HARCOURT 
fri one Sat 12-4pm* URBAN ORGANIC ABSURD) 
ie 


Jonsson 2007/2008 Anistin Residence Exhibition. ~ 


Through evoeations of organic shapes and textures. Stephanie 
encourages the viewer to rec 


nize the beauty in natural forms, 


FILM 


METRO DIGITAL SHORTS -METRO CINEMA Zeidiey tall, 
Citadel Theatre, 9828-107A Ave © Screening of short films. 
written, produced, directed. and performed by Edmonton's bast 
and worst up-and-coming cinematic sensations. Hosted by 
Mostly Water Theatre, produced by Metro Cinema, and adjudi- 
cated by Dave Clarke, Davina Stewart. Peter Brown * Oct 11 
(Spm) 


CARROT COMMUNITY ARTS COFFEEHOUSE 
{780-435-3499/780-474-9061} © Artisi Trading Cards at The 
Carrot: every 2nd Sat each month (12:30-3:30pm) 

CENTRE D’ARTS VISUELS DE L'ALBERTA 91 (02-95 Ave (780: 
461-3427) © Mon-Fri 10am-Spm,; Sat 1am-Spm © VARIATION, 
Jacques Rioux Sylvie Pinard. Doris Charest and Jeannette 
Ovellette; Until Oct.17 


CHRISTL BERGSTROM'S RED GALLERY 9621 Whyto Ave 
eel * Open Mon-Fri 11am-Spm * Summer Salon; 
rough Oct 


COMMON SENSE 10546-115 St (780.482-2685) * 


‘Oct 16 ~ Nov 15 (7-10pm) * Space: THE SWIMMERS. 
Video installation ty Christophe Jivea): unti) Oct 11 « TERRA 
INCOGNITA: A SUP 
nary life forms in a foreign landscape by Gloria Mok: Oct 16 - 
Noy 15; Opening reception Oct 16 (1pm) * Fromt Reem 

{CAWIL. Black and white paintings of crows ty 
Shantool Sleight: Until Oct 11 © FRAGZ: DaNielle’s small but 
complax aude female figure drawings invoke deep meanings: 
Det 18 - Nov 15; Opening reception Oct 16 (1pm) 


GALLERY Strathcona Place Senior Centre, 10831 


JEFF ALLEN 
University Ave (780-433-5807) « WALK WITH THE ANGELS; 
Pencil, pen snd ink drawings by Sherry Stewart: Oct 7-30 


OF ORAWINGS: Drawings based on imapi- 


ECAS-EDMONTON CONTEMPORARY ARTISTS’ SOCIETY: 16th 


Can a few people 
make a difference? 


Psy 


...we think so. 


Who are we? 


The Hands Across Africa society was started by colleagues atthe Glenrose 
Rehabilitation Hospital who bad a desite to improve the lives of others. Ithas 
now evolved into a group of participants/volunteers who focus on fundraising 
for.two projects in Africa. The members will also be climbing Mount 
Kilimanjaro in Tanzania. In the fall of 2006, 20 members of Hands Across 
Africa climbed Mount Kilimanjaro. Join us this time in the fall of 2009. 


Our Mission 

Hands Across Africa empowers children and familias in Africa by 
Supporting grassroots initiatives that promote independent sustainable 
communities, 


Who will benefit? 

1. Sierra Leone 
Orphanage and rural rehabilitation clinic offering 
services to people affected by war 


2 Tanzania 
Amani Children’s Home which offers education, vocational 
training and housing for abandoned and abused children. 


&. 
y Change 
ek "Children 


Hands Across Africa has formed 
8 partnerstep wth Change for Chikdrett which, 


satissidoaiomobetndieate €Mail: kili4kids@yahoo.ca or www.handsacrossafrica.org 
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Hands Across Africa 


\Sierra Leone «Tanzania 


Pur Second Fundraising Journey: \ 
Climbing Mount Kilimanjaro \ 


} 
i 


a, 


~— 


How can! become 
involved? 


Come join us and experience 
the wip of a lifetime! 


1, Climb Mount Kilimanjaro 
in Fall 2008 
Participants—volunteers will be 
responsible for the cost of their 
trip as well as raising funds for 
the projects. 


2 Volunteer to assist with 
the fundraising 
A series of events will be held 
in Edmonton and surrounding 
areas, 


3. Make a donation 
Your contribution will assist one 
of two projects supported by 
Hands Across Africa. 


ARTS 


apeapeals ‘Anne Yundt; Through Oet. Op 


JOHNSON q 711-85 -465-6171) © 
PaaTens Srun a fate Klappstien, Sh it 
La 
Money, Try Mardon, and others, Until et 17 a 4 
KAMENA 5718 Calgary Ti S (780-944-9497) = Fri 
1Gam-Bpm, Thy 1am-7pm, Sat 1am-Spm = at 


warks, home décor and gift items. Gallery featutas {ocal 
world renowned artists ot international distinction 


KOHON DESIGNS #143, 10309-107 St (780-428-6230) * Donna 
‘Adama (painter) and Banjamin Oswald (sculptor); Untit Oct 31 


LATITUDE 53 10248-|06 St (780-423-5959) = Open Tue-Fri 

{DamsGpm, Sat noon-Spm * Mate Space: The two Gullivars: 

Flstare and Besntk Haxhillart Until Oct 18, 

LOFT GALLERY A J. Ottewell Arts Centre, 590 Brosdmoor Blvd, 
7. ‘Open Thu 


Park (780-998-3091 /457-7356) © 5-Som, Sat 
1Oar-dipm © Arrweneks by Willie Janet Kevemer Sonja 
Marinoske, and 


‘MICHIF CULTURAL RESOURCE INSTITUTE 9 
Mision Ave, St. Albert 11-8176) * Open: Mon-Fri 9am-4pm: 


weekends by appt * Aboriginal Veterans Display * Gift Shop * 
Finger pid anche by Colina Loyer 
MecMULLEN GALLERY U of 4 Hospital, 8440-112 St{7an-407. 
7452) * Goen Mon-Fri 10am-Bpm; Sat-Sun 1-Bpm * FORM 

» Artworks by members of thw Sculptor’s 
Association, Until Oct 26 


MCPAG 5411-51 St. Stony Plain (780-963-2777) » Opan Man- 
Sat 10am-4pmv Sun 10sm-6:3D9m * GUARDIANS: Mixed media 
installation by Elyse Efiot-Los; Until Oct 21 


MUMAN GALLERY 10045-1018 Ave. Rice Howard Way/Scotia 
Plage, #206 (780-756-7396/78D:429-3498) # ART THAT TRAN- 
SCENDS: Mottimedia, oils, sculpture, doll houses and African 
tribal masks of museum quality, Until Oct 15 


MUSEE HERITAGE 5 Ste Anne Street, St, Albert 

(780-459+1528) * PRINTS FROM GPR MAGIC LANTERN SLIDES 

he ate An exhibit trom Simon Fraser University Gallery, 
inti Dac. 7 


CYBER CAFE 10354 Jasper Ave » COLLAPSING 
COLONIES Featuring works by the Beehive Collective. Featured 
for the North of Nowhere Expo: Until Nov 1 


NINA HAGGERTY STOLLERY GALLERY 9704-11! Ave (790. 
474-7611) * Open Mon, Wad, Fri §:30am-2.30pm: Tue, Thu 
9:30-4pm, 6:30-8:30pm * Watercolours by Jim Pescott. Until 
Nov? 


NOMTH OF NOWHERE EXPO Various Venues throughout Eximonton 
(780-434-9236) * A multidisciplinary exhibition around Colony 
Collapse Disorder® Living Legend: international mail Artist Anna 
Banang; and Irenion artist Lida Sherafatmand (founder of the 
Humanitarian Art Manifesto); Oct 17-31 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY Main Space. 1018-112 St 

(780-452-0286) * Open Tue-Sat 11am-5pm * A SUMMER. 

a ~ COLOURED FIELDS; New abstracts by Robert Christie; 
nti] Oct 15 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 2 12304 Jasper Ave, 

wow proberlsongallery.com (780-455-7479) * Open Tue-Sat 
\Jam-Spm * AEAL BETWEEN THE LINES: Paintings by Carolyn 
Campbell) Until Oct 23 


‘THE PORTAL ART GALLERY #300, 9414-91 St (780-702-7522) 
* Keri Mahi gains a willful rejuvenation of blank canvas bring- 
ing to life with acrylic flow volume and texture with sand, heavy 
glosses. wax or tar; Oct 16 - Nov 6; Opening Night Reception: 
Oct 16 [7-9:30pm) 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron St, St. Albert 
{780-460-4310} * Open Tue-Sat (T0am-5pm). Thu ({0am-8pm) = 
CONSTRUET Artworks by Elaine Classen, Ron Robinson, and Pat 
Wagensveld; Until Nov 1 * THE ART OF ABSTRACTION: (Gallety 
Tour) See how artists use colour, line and shape to make art 
that is about forms and feelings, Until Nov 1: $3/child (min 10 
participants), (5°30 - 8pm Tue-Thu) * PAINTING WITH PAPER: 
Drop in art for the Artist at Heart. Open your mind to a new 
painting technique; Oot 16 (7-9pm); $12 incl. materials and con- 
struction 


PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES OF ALBEATA 8555 Roper Rd (780- 
427-1750) * Open: Tue-Sat Sam-4:30pm, Wed 9am-Spm * 
DOCUMENTING ALBERTA: Photographs of Alberta landscapes 
from the Public Affaire Bureau; Until Dec. 12 


ROWLES AND COMPANY LeMarchand Mansion, 108, 11523- 
100 Ave (780-426-4035) * Paintings by Frances various artists; 
glassworks by Prairie Isie Glass Works 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 17845-102 Ave (780-453-9100) + 
Open daily 9-5pm * Government Public tours Sat and 
Sun and statutory hols ()Tam-4:30pm); (780-427-2281) » 
Masoum Theatre (750-453-9100) IME TRAVELLERS XV: The 
Time Travellers Lecture Series connects visitors with ancient 
stories from Alberta and exotic locations abroad that have 
shaped our modern world * The Peopling of the New World: A 
View from the Mesa Site in the Western Arctic, Oct 9 (7pm) * 
Longhouses of the Arctic, Oct 16 (7pm) 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (780-488-3519) * Open Tue-Sat 
‘10sm-5pm * Fall Group Show: Paintings by Hilary Prince. Jim. 
Davies, Maureen Harvey, Marianne Watchel, Patty Ampletord 
and prints by Akiko Taniguchi; Until Oct.14 * FUSION: New flo- 
fal and landscape wax-resist artworks and figurative ink on 
paper antworks by Yurike Kitamura; Oct 18-28 


SWAP GALLERY {0309-97 St {780-42™-1492) « Open Toe-Sat 
12-5pm © EOMONTON PRINT INTERNATIONAL 2008 {EPI} Various 
venues: Capital Arts Building, SNAP Gallery and the University 
of Atberta Museums, Print Study Centre * A celebration of the 
printed image hosted by SNAP. a major visual art exhibition and 
symposium, Until Oct 17 * EDMONTON PRINTS; Until Oct 17 


‘SPOT LIGHT GALLERY #107. 25 Chisholm Ave St Albert (78D-419- 
2055) © Painting at the Speed of Light Plein air painting exhibition 
and dernos. Come vote for the "People’s Choice Awards’; Oot 14+ 
Nov 10; Opening reception Sun Oct 20 


SPAUCE GROVE ART GALLERY 420 King St. Spruce Grove 
(780-962-0664), PROGRESS VS NATUAE feature Artist Judith 
‘Martin; Oct 14 = Nov 1; Gpening reception Oct 18; (1-4pm) 


STUDIO GALLERY 11 Perron St {780-460-5993}; 143 Grandin 
Park Plaza, 22 Sir Winston Churetill Ave, St. Albert 1780-460: 
5990) * Open Thu 12-8pm, Fri 10am-6pm, Sat 10am-Spm 

* ALLUSIONS: Paintings by Douglas Fraser, Until Nov 1 


‘SUN AND MOON VISIONARIES GALLERY AND STUDIO 
12225-107 Ave * Open Tuo-Fri 10am-Spm, Sat noon-Spm © 
NANABOZHO-THE TRICKSTER RABBIT: Jason Carter's Series of 
stone carvings and paintings; Until Oct 31 


TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 11211-142 St (780-452-9100) + 
Wired to Win JMAX film. Also playing in IMAX: Human Body; 
Dinosaurs Alive! * BODY WORLDS 1: The Original Exhibition of 
eal Human Bodies; feature exhibit. until Oct 13 * IMAX films. 
Coral Reef Adventure, Wired to Win; Human Body: Dinosaurs 
Alive! 


TU GALLERY 10718-124 St (780-452-9664) * Furniture design 
works by Ralph Reichenbach * Until Oct 11 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA MUSEUMS GALLERY A TELUS 
Centre, 87 Ave, 111 St (780-492-5834) © BRILLIANT STROKES: 
Chinese Paintings from the Mactaggart Art Collection represent- 
ing Bemries in China from 15th to-20th centuries; Until Jan. 
24,2 


VAAA GALLERY 31d FI, Harcourt House, 10215-112 St (780-421- 
1731) * Mon-Fri 10am-4pm; Sat 12-4pm * TRANSFORMED TEX- 
TILES: Works by members of the Hand Weavers, Spinners and 


WRIGHT readiny ;,.., 
ay = (7:30pm). fre: 
10702 Japser Ave © Poetry Resdin, 


works from Canadian a ‘Adrienni 
‘Yon Letourneau: tnd Kay Anno Bases bot ioe ; 


Ficy ART eaaTE 10849:84 Ave (780-832-4499) « + » 
Monthly Storytelling Circle: fst 
Kine 0 pe So oe inc Sem 


EDMONTON PUBLIC Several FR 
Sia ae {or Teens: On the Tope. « 


EDMONTON PUBLIC LIBRARY * Fivo/tend Beans, 
ul ‘Writer in residence Maniyn Dumont resis poe 
pm) a 


GRAVITYPOPE TAILORED GOODS 8227 Gajoway G0. 
Dress up for s night of fiction and fashion with fabuiou: 
Fictionistas Theanna Bischott (Cleavage), Brit Holinsica, 

any and Jann Thomas (Roading by Lightning) 
ce cl 


HULBERT'S CAFE 7601-115 St * The Olive Reading Se 
comes poet Erin Knight * Oct 14; (doors Gpm/reading + 


UTFEST Mulipie locations * The Alberta Book Fax: 5; 
pleased to unvell a line-up of 27 authors repress 
‘aspect of literary non-fiction for 2008 Edmonton 
Literary Festival * Oct 16-19 © tickets (780,420 ) 
www tixonthesquare ca 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL 1075-80 Ave ® TALES Fumom 
Storytelling Café: Orumbeat open mic opportunity. Firs T 
each month, 7-9pm;, Pay What You Will (min $6): info at 
932-4409 


STANLEY MILNER LIBRARY Sir Winston Churchi)) 
Litfest - Meet the Author: The Children’s Libra 5 
Milnor proudly presents First Nations author L 
author Constance Brissenden. Mr Loyie and i 
‘be introducing their naw chapter book “Goodby 
Oct 18.(183pm); Ages: 6-12 yr. Participation limit: 40. 5 
(780-496-7039) 


UPPER CRUST CAFE 10909-85 Ave (780-422-8170) + 1; 
Ponts’ Haven: Monday Night reading series presented by Sty 
of Poats; Every Mon. night (7pm); $5 (door) 


CROSSING LIBRARY THEATRE 4711-105 5 
(496-6357) * Edmonton Reads 2008; Author Reading; Te 
Bishop; Alberta author Ted Bishnp will read from and disc 
book Aiding With Rilke: Reflections on Motorcycles and 
Wed Oct 15 (7 pm); Froe: Drop in 


7} 


LIVE COMEDY 


ARDEN THEATRE 5 St. Anne Street, St. Alber (780-4 
Wwww.erdenthestre.com * Gizmo Guys. Allan Jacobs and 
Felker; Act includes original routines, quick-witted verbo: 
fee and world class juggling skills in a very light-hearted 
approach to the art * $18 Adul: SV4 Child * Oct 18 (2pm) 


COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard (780-469-4° 
Chris Warren; Oct 9-11 * Gabriel Rutledge; Oct 16-19 


‘COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St, WEM, 8882-170 St (790-423 
® Hit or Miss Mondays: Oct 13 * Greg Warren: Until Oci 12 > 
Nealon Live and in Concert: Oet 16-18 * David Acar; Oct 16 


LAUGH SHOP Londonderry Mal), www.thelaughshop.ca « 
{Thul/$20 1Fri}/$22 (Sat) * John Wing, from LA, Until Oc 
LION'S HEAD PUB Radisson Hote), 4440 Gateway Blvd © 
Comedy Night: Hosted by Lars Callieou featuring profess 
and amateur comedians © Every Sun (9pm) * No cover 
MACLAB CENTRE FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS-LEDUC - 
Watermelon Stim; Oct 17 (8pm); $30 (780-986-5412) www.ledue 
shambericom, TIX on the Square 


THEATRE 


ALIAS GODOT Roxy Theatre, 10708-124 St (780-453-2440 
wwwattheroxy.com) * Theatre Network—Live at the Roxy, 8) 
Brendan Gall; Until Oct 12; Tickets at TIX on the Square 


BILLY TWINKLE, REQUIEM FOR A GOLDEN BOY Citadel’ \\ 
Theatre, 9828 - 101A Ave * Created and by Ronni 
Part of the Rice Series * Oct 18 - Nov 9 (1/30 & 7:30 pm) 


CHILDREN OF A LESSER GOD Walterdale Playhouse, 10322 
83 Ave * By Mark Medoff; The story of 8 sensitive and caring 
teacher at 3 schoo! for the deaf who falls in Jove with an ex 
student; Until Oct 18; $14-$16 (adult)/$12-$14 (student/sen 
jor); Two-for-One Night: Oct 9 


CHIMPROY Vorscona Theatre, 10929-83 Ave (780 
‘© Rapid Fire Theatre presents comedy for the sophis é: 
Runs every Sat (119m) it for the last Sat-of each mon: 
and runs until mid June 2 


INFERNO SONATA / TRUTH FACTORY Catelyst Theatre 
10943-84 Ave * TwoDelinous One Acts written, produced 31 
portarmed by Scott Sharplin, Part of the Indie 5 series 
26. (Mon-Sat 8pm} (Sun 2pm: Pay What You Can matinee 
& Wed are dork: $14 door. $12 students/seniors/unsmploye! 
$16 sdv (780-409-1910) for more wig eall:(780-433-4999) 
CSt: EDMONTON “LITTLE MURDER ON THE PRAIRIE” 
Jubilations Dinner Theatre, 8882-170 St. Phase Ill, West 
Edmonton Mall (780-484-2424) * Until Oct 26 (Wed-Sat 6 200" 
‘Sun Spm) 


LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS Mayfield Dinner Theatre 155) 
109 Ave (780-483-4051) » Book and lyrics by Howard Asnm2 
lyrics by Alan Menken; Until Nov 2 


NEW MUSIC IM MOTION Convocstion Hall {Uo!A) * "he 
New Brunswick-based Motion Ensemble will be inauguiatina 
the Edmonton Composers’ Concert Society's new 2008-2009 
senson of New Music Alberta Concert Series performances " 
with a presentation of works by seven of the world’s vangue' 
‘of composers of music on the leading edyo * Oct 19 (8pm! 
$15/$7 senior / student: rickets at the door 


PRIDE AND PREJUDICE Citacol’s Shoctor Stage, 9928-10" 
‘Ave (780-425-1820) * A new adaptation by Tom Wood, based 0 
the noval by Jane Austen, Until Oct 12.(7.20pm. 1:30pm matt 
nees); Tickets available ot the Citadel box office 


Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ava (780-44° 


THEATRESPORTS i 

0695) www-rapidfiretheatre.com * Rapid Fire Thestre’s wer" 

iin me show; Runs every Fri {1pm} until the 209 
ly 2009 


"8 PIES Varscona Theatre. 10929 83 Ave * T#3' 
Work by Edrmenton playyro'! 


Sheri ae 
Belinda, directed by Jett Hasiam: Until Oct 11 (Tue-Sat 7-30” 
Sat mat 2pm}, $10-$22 at TIX an the Square, door, Testo 


DVDETECTIVE / 32 
FILM CAPSULES / 34 


Beautiful Losers is scene voyeurism at its best and worst 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vuewoekly.com 
documentary Beautiful 
Losers is pithily summed up by 


a slogan on a mug in Chris 
johanson’s studio, one of many 
peripheral objects gobbled up by the 
ravenous and easily distracted cam- 
era eye of the film: “HOLD ON TO 
YOUNG IDEAS.” 

Any thoughtful person grasps the 
dichotomy in that statement, its possi- 
bilities for creation, play and originali- 
ty as well as danger, delusion and 
narcissism. Is it really better to never 
grow up? Can we deny the most basic 
reckoning with an esséntial human 
experience like aging? Are immature 
ideas desirable? 

How Beautiful Losers will be 
received by its audience is determined 
by how one answers those questions. 
The film is predicated on “HOLD ON 
TO YOUNG IDEAS” being elevated 
beyond mildly provocative quip to 
philosophy worthy of celebration, per- 
petual youth generating quasi-instinc- 
tual artmaking, an uncomplicated 
approach to creation that’s not just 
personally joyous, but triumphant. 

The film takes its title from a group 
exhibition at New York's deceased 
Alleged Gallery, which serves as a cli- 
max in the cinematic narrative but 
was a touchstone art event in the 
early 2000s that became a brand 
name for the community of artists 
orbiting gallery founder Aaron Rose, 
who directs the movie while also 
being an on-camera interviewee 
throughout, presented alongside his 
fellow subjects in the same conversa- 
tionally in situ way. 

Par for the reverential circle-jerk 
course: Beautiful Losers is “documen- 
tary” only in being non-fiction. Unless 
you're up on the practitioners and 
chronology of events, you're at sea as 
to the actual history of the gallery and 
the artists it nurtured from 1992 to 
2002. Given the number of personali- 
ties and fluid way the movie jumps 
around, it’s even easy to lose track of 
those involved, with the film unchari- 
‘ably rarely prompting your recall by 
offering names. 


BUT SQUARE, factual stuft'is beside the 
point in the hazy backward gaze of 
Beautiful Losers—the film's structured 
like a freewheeling oral history, and 
the important aspect is the group-soul 
animating the creatives and their 
shared palette of values, We're pre- 
Sented with self-proclaimed DIY 
artists (although several went to art 
School) who are outside The System 
(although they've pimped their work 
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out to Pepsi and Nike) and are amaz- 
ing free spirits who repeatedly declare 
they don’t care about money, careers, 
or success (although they've flour- 
ished commercially and in art and 
hipster universes). 

The artists vary in mediums and 
styles: Harmony Korine and Mike 
Mills work in film, Korine lionizing 
dirtballs and oddballs with a nostalgic 
‘70s glow, while Mills captures an icy 
detached unease glossing mundane 
interactions with clarion precision. 
Margaret Kilgallen’s precious illustrat- 
ed misfits reach out to one another 
amid distilled graphics of the natural 
and urban worlds, while Stephen 
“ESPO” Powers’s graffiti and advertis- 
ing-derived sloganeering hybrids are 
manic visual guffaws. Calgary-born 
designer/animator Geoff McFetridge 
has a polished whimsical pop sensi- 
bility, while Shepard Fairey whips 
together commie propaganda refer- 
ences and other left-behind cultural 
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tchotchkes in collage-like pieces 

What binds them is a loose sensibil- 
ity and reverence for their child- 
hoods—even bad ones—that borders 
on pathological. Long swaths of movie 
focus on artists in their inspirational 
environments: Johanson in his studio, 
piled with ironic thrift shop finds, 
Korine smoking in his teen hangout 
park, stopping mid-interview to tell 
small children someone was behead- 
ed there (bullshitting six year-olds 
edgy!); former pro skateboarder/ 
“highly moral” Christian Ed Templeton 
invading a homeless person's camp- 
site in the woods, Rose on a NYC 
stoop near Alleged, pretending to not 
be directing, all discussing how 
“gnarly” it is to “make stuff” and “be 
who you are” in English that’s mad- 
deningly barely that. (Alleged was “a 
party space we hung art in,” started by 
“dumb, bored kids”.) 

Ah, the triumph of young ideas: 
making teenage art with 38-year old 
skills. Although the work and the film 
are undeniably beautiful, they're also 
vacuous. Holding on to the ideas of 
youth often means creating an 
inward-looking world that has no 
connection to the real one, arguably 
an abdication of responsibility for an 
artist in an age where their commen- 
tary about something other than their 
own joy in creating is desperately 
needed. v 
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Ten years on, it's hard to overstate the 
importance of Aaron Sorkin’s Sports Night 
Simply put—or muth more effusively put, if 
you delve into any of the extras on Shout 
Factory's extensive 10th year anniversary 
box set—it was pretty much like nothing 
else network television had ever seen as far 
as half-hour comedy was concerned. Writ- 
«® ten in Sorkin’s snappy, loquacious style, it 
eschewed everything from the live-audi- 
ence-driven, set-up/punch-line rhythm of 
sitcoms to the standard three-camera set- 
up: it was on Sports Night, set behind the 
scenes at a SportsCenter-style highlight 
show, that Sorkin and director Thomas 
Schlamme invented the “walk and talk” 
Steadicam tracking shots they would come 


oS ee 


to perfect on The West Wing. 


Still, for all its formal inventiveness, . 


Sports Night is, in many ways, very tra- 
ditional Hollywood entertainment. 
Sorkin’s greatest strength and biggest 
weakness is an inborn talent for an old- 
Hollywood style of writing: an heir to the 
likes of Joseph L Mankiewicz {A// About 
Eve), Sorkin can’t help but write morally 
upstanding characters overflowing with 
Sharp banter and moment-defining 
speeches. To put it another way, there’s 
really no such thing as a small or 
ambiguous moment in a Sorkin script: 
his characters will always be faced with 
serious moral dilemmas and will always 
come to do the right, heartwarming 
thing, usually after an episode of slick 
back-and-forth with each other, and 
capped with the kind of stirring elo- 
quence most of us don’t have until we‘re 
in.the shower three days later. 
Once you get on to Sorkin's wavelength, 
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it can be an immensely satisfying experi- 
ence—the naturalism of his cinematic aes- 
thetic makes it sort of like watching what 
life would be like if there was never a dull 
moment and you always said and did the 
right thing—though there’s no denying it 
works better when the stakes are higher. As 
the (deserved) failure of Studio 60 on the 
Sunset Strip would imply, this hyper-drama 
is much more effective when the free world 
is at stake, rather than ratings. 

Still, buoyed by a stellar cast (Peter 
Krause, Felicity Huffman and Robert Guil- 
laume have all been stars at some point, 
though there are few actors even among 
the supporters that feel out of place), it’s 
pretty safe to call Sports Night one of the 
best half-hour shows to ever air on net- 
work television. The show is at its best 
when Sorkin—who had a hand in writing 
each of its 45 episodes—finds a suitable 
outlet for his dramatic tendencies: second 
episode “The Apology,” which centers 


around anchor Dan Rydell 
(the since-underappreciat- 
ed Josh Charles) fighting 
with the network over 
some comments about 
drug laws, is an early 
highlight, though the 
show reaches its 
peak in its last 10 or 
So episodes, as the 
group deals with 
the threat of the 
network going 
under, even if 
Sorkin’s it'll-all- 
work-out ending is a 
little too pat. Not that you'd expect 
it to go any other way. 


ONE OF THE SHOWS that coutd challenge 
Sports Night for that title—and one that 
also owes it a debt of gratitude for opening 
up the definition of television comedy, to say 
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Stellar take on life 5, 

late-night sketch come 

show, 30 Rock. 

Already one of the fi, 
niest shows on teley 
in its first season, 30 Ror: 
only gets better in sea 
two {in this case, the Emmys really «; 
lie), out on a fairly standard release froy 
Universal. Though it was interrupted 
the writer's strike, the time off seen 
have only given Fey more time to pe 
the show's character-driven, but still wo 
derfully absurd, sense of humour: tt 
ond half of the season, Particularly the 
brilliant, Amadeus-referencing “Su 
sion,” might qualify as some of the funy 
est stuff being created right now, period 
fever mind just for television. 

As good as the regular cast is—Ale, 
Baldwin's performance deserves all (| 
praise it gets—the show’s real brillianc. 
is best evidenced by its quest stars: | 
when outsiders blend so seamlessly into 
the show's off-kilter sensibility that you 
can truly appreciate how fully committed 
and sharply timed it really is. Tim Con 
way’s Emmy-winning performance as a 
surprisingly foul former TV star ("Subway 
Hero”) is the most purely hilarious (and 
nice nod to some of Fey's comic roots), bu 
he's far from alone: Carrie Fisher's high- 
minded washout (“Rosemary's Baby’) 
David Schwimmer's power-tripping eco- 
spokesman (“Greenzo") and Edie Falcc 
Democratic love interest for Baldwir 
Jack Donaghy are also highlights, thoust 
you'd be hard-pressed to find a single 
guest shot that wasn’t largely hilarious 

If this all seems overly enthusiastic, it’s 
only because it really is disappointing thai 
30 Rock hasn't gotten the audience ii 
deserves; and, honestly, because the shov 
really starts to fix any problems it may 
have had in the first season—less-thar 
dynamic female characters, a bit of a ten 
dency to oversell its humour—in roun 
two. Though it isn’t as technically revolu 
tionary as Sports Night, its deft writing 's 
something that really hasn't been seen in a 
live-action comedy to date: Fey draws on 
classic comedic techniques (slapstick, one 
liners) as much as she pushes more absurd 
(Tracy Morgan's spoiled star is basically a 
walking non-sequitur) and character- 
dependent humour (Baldwin's parody of ¢ 
high-class, staunchly Republican execu- 
tive) and the result is something that s 
hilariously layered. 

In that regard, the best analogue 
for 30 Rock might actually be /he 
Simpsons: though it hasn't reached 
those rarified heights just yet, it’s 
definitély the kind of show that can 
be appreciated by just as diverse an 
audience. And while we're mention- 
ing it, there are far worse things that 
could come of current network telev! 
sion than a generation who can quote 
lines like “For men it’s called a ‘Hardy 
Boy’” ad nauseam. v 


The aristocrats 


Knightly, Fiennes make historical 
melodrama work in The Duchess 


JOSEF BRAUN / josal@vueweekly.com 

ear the start of The Duchess, 

Georgiana Spencer (Keira 

Knightley), newly wed to the 
deeply dour Duke of Devonshire (Ralph 
Fiennes), critiques a long-winded din- 
ner party speech made by Charles Fox 
«the wonderful Simon McBurney), 
jeclaring dubious his rhetoric about 
freedom in moderation. One is or isn't 
free, Georgiana counters, it is not sub- 
ject to degrees. It's one of those movie 
moments seemingly designed to con 
vey the precociousness of the protago- 
nist, yet, in an interesting reversal of 
the convention, the next hour and a 
half of The Duchess will pretty much 
sink that theory of hers to the bottom of 
the ocean: Georgiana herself will 
indeed know the taste of freedom, but 
it will never be open to her fully. 

Based on Amanda Foreman's biog- 
raphy, Saul Dibb’s The Duchess is a 
smartly constructed, only slightly 
overcooked historical feminist tear- 
jerker, ushering Georgiana into dreary 
wedlock with one royally cold fish. 
The Duke's exclusive interest in pro- 
ducing male progeny requires him 
only to comfortably house his wife 
and stick it.in every now and then like 
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some devout if lifeless gambler 
mechanically plugging so many coins 
into the slots. Like any prudent gam- 
bler—and closet rapist—he also circu- 
lates the room and tries his hand at 
other suitable receptacles, eventually 
taking as his live-in mistress one Bess 
Foster (Hayley Atwell), a homeless 
aristocrat and battered woman both 
more bosomy than his wife and bear 

ing a solid track record for birthing 
males. (And in one especially splendid 
little boudoir scene, Bess also proves 
herself a trusty sexual therapist for the 
whole family.) This same courtesy is 
not extended to Georgiana, whose 
affair with future prime minister 
Charles Grey (Dominic Cooper) ends 
prematurely in some nasty blackmail 
orchestrated by the Duke and rein 

forced by Georgiana's own mom 
(Charlotte Rampling) 


MAX PAYNE 
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BOUNCING BETWEEN a public persona 
as celebrity political campaigner and 
formidable fashionista and a private 
life of sexual frustration and emotional 
neglect tempered only by her embrac- 
ing of motherhood, Knightley really is 
quite impressive here, embodying both 
Sassy poise in a delicious array of hats, 
chokers, wigs and gowns, and frailty 
veiled by the same opulent wardrobe, 
her delicate figure slowly collapsing 
before our eyes as the manor walls 
close in. Fiennes, on the other hand, is 
an altogether different sort of presence 
in the film, certainly more static. His 
casting’s hardly imaginative and his 
masterful way with eliminating all 
signs of human warmth gives him 
almost nowhere to go, Yet even within 
the confinements of his role there's 
considerable nuance to enjoy, and I 
Suppose its Fiennes’ extremes of 
reserve that make his final, very subtle 
truce with Georgiana oddly affecting 

Dibb's particular framing keeps cer- 
tain otherwise purely functional 
sequences engaging, often observing at 
Knightley in profile so as to better trace 
the wearying of her spine, while clearly 
favouring Cooper's hunky physique in 
their scenes of intimacy. He doesn’t fuss 
too much over royal pageantry and even 
throws up the final series of what-hap- 
pened-later over well-chosen images 
instead of over the usual drawn-out 
blacks. Dibb also has the good sense to 
leave all similarities to later beloved 
English roses also named Spencer who 
were also tragically thrust into loveless 
royal marriages entirely up to the deduc 
tive powers of the audience. v 
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MALCOLM AZANIA / malcolm@vueweekly.com 
Body of Lies is exciting, beautifully shot, 
smart on details and well-acted. But it's 
also a con-game. 

Roger Ferris (Leonardo DiCaprio) is the 
CIA's best Middle East operative. He's 
cocky only when facing incompetence: 
otherwise he’s a likable mix of humility, 
chivalry and cultural sophistication, 
speaking Arabic, referencing Islamic prin- 
ciples and digging the food. He's a con- 
trast to his fatso CIA handler, Ed Hoffman 
(Russell Crowe), a Bush-drawling cynic 
who stock-markets the realpolitick world 
Like Bush, when Hoffman sets his mind 
and his mouth on something, the facts 
don’t matter, and neither does advice 
from agents in the field; he’s just a big ol’ 
hound dog with bunny on his mind and 
the taste of blood on his jowls. 

Hoffman aims Ferris at the jihadis’ 
new It boy, Al-Saleem, whose name is 
mispronounced by, | think, every character 
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in the film (the first “L” should be silent), 
including Jordanian intelligence chief 
Hani Salaam, a seductive, mafia-don pin- 
Striped slickster. Al-Saleem and Chief 
Salaam are fish from the same school in 
different scales. Whereas soft-spoken, 
egomaniacal sociopath Al-Saleem tor- 
tures and murders for his religious inter- 
nationalist agenda, soft-spoken, 
egomaniacal sociopath Hani tortures and 
murders for his secular nationalist one. 

CIA handler Hoffman is no saint, but 
except when it’s to save his agent's life, 
he’s more prone to letting someone die 
than ordering a death, as when he lets an 
informant get iced because his informa- 
tion wasn't good enough. For stock trader 
Hoffman, it’s all about the intell, and 
whether puttering about his mansion or 
at his daughter's soccer game, he's 
always got his earbud/mic in place to jab- 
ber orders and hear the upticks. Stocks 
are up, and Ferris gets attaboys; stocks 
are down, well, some Arabs are going to 
kill some other Arabs, 

And this is the film, really. The Arabs are 
murderers, cowards, weaklings or marks; 
the most likable coloured character isn’t an 
Arab, but love interest Aisha, the Iranian 
nurse played superbly by Golshifteh Fara- 
hani in some of the most romantic scenes | 
can remember in an American movie, and 
this without even a kiss or a held hand. 
Such scenes reinforce Hoffman as bull-in- 
a-soug Bush opposite to maverick soul-of- 
America Ferris, the compassionate, 
understanding, respectful man who just 
wants to stop the bad guys. DiCaprio is 
excellent, as usual, but it's his third time in 
the role, having played it in Gangs of New 
York and The Departed—the conflicted 
infiltrator who cares about his murderous 
mentor, whom he may have to destroy. 

But as the film races from explosion to 
assassination to torture, only frames of 
footage and same tacked-on soliloquies 
address root causes of the jihad. Of 
course, leaders such as Al-Saleem are 
sociopaths who deserve capture and pun- 
ishment,. But what's their appeal to their 
followers? Who invaded whom? Most 
North Americans know nothing about 
American murder or overthrow of national 
leaders, poisoning of populations with 
depleted uranium, 1.5 million Iraqis dead 
by sanctions, 655 000 war dead (accord- 
ing to the Lancet, and millions displaced. 

Even more than Traffic and Syriana, the 
highly entertaining Body of Lies ultimate- 
ly runs cover for the American violence it 
pretends to denounce. For a true story as 
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entertaining, but far more TEVealing 
Joe Sacco's Palestine. 


PLANET B-BOY 

DIRECTED BY BENSON LEE 

FEATURING GAMBLER, ICHIGEK! LAST FOR ONE, Pn 
kik 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweokly.com 
Though it manages to do a lot of thi gs 
make a strong case for B-Boying as ay 
form, tell some strong human sto, 
even explore a bit of the historica) } 
ground of breakdancing—at its core 
son Lee's Planet B-Boy is a pretty 
competition yarn, following se 
groups competing at the 2005 Battie o¢ 
the Year, the biggest B-Boy dance-p({ j 
the world, drawing crews from across i 
globe to a battle of the best, et cete; 
cetera. It’s sort of a shame, actually- 
whole competition bit is easily the | 
compelling part of the whole docume 
tary, a narrative straw grasped becaus; 
Lee needed some kind of framing devic 

Really, with people and stories thi: 
compelling, Lee would have been betic, 
off making a filmic essay on the stat 
B-Boy; born in black American slur 
rose to fad level with other aspec 
hip-hop culture in the mid-’80s, and ha 
since slowly gained respect as a legit! 
mate dance form across the world, a 
least in a pop cultural sense 

That slow legitimization and how 
dancers both past and present react to ii 
is pretty easily the most interesting pa 
of Planet B-Boy, as much because i 
interesting subject unto itself as it is 1! 
Lee is particularly adept at navigating 
Lee is especially good at capturing ti 
wonder of the casual observer: he splil 
up most of the first half’s talking head 
with scenes of dancers on the street or i 
front of unfamiliar crowds, the onlook 
awe a kind of mirror for our own, neai! 
blown away by the whirling dervist 
arms and legs in front of them/us. 0 
course, that isn’t hurt by the fact that 
most of the dancers he talks to have a lo 
in common with the art form's progen 
tors: poor and marginalized almost to « 
man, the connection between the dance 
fight for legitimacy and their own person 
al struggle for the same is obvioi 
though no less poignant for it. 

Unfortunately, a lot of that kind 01 
exploration is lost once Lee shifts his facus 
to the actual competition, a fault that isnt 
helped by the fact he drags it on a good 20 
minutes more than he needs to: the danc- 
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8. D-Day. The US Govern- 
ane up Wall Street, doom 
about the recession 
e d-word, and the Dog 


Oe sinction flick where 
talking Chihuahua Chloe (voiced by Drew 
Barrymore) finds her “inner bark” amid 
romance and comic relief in Mexico. No, 
this movie offered sound advice on sur- 
viving the economic slump. Unleash the 
four horsemen hounds of warning! 

1: invest in Disney. Judging by the the- 
atre | was in, Mickeycorp’s still packing 
them in for its animatronic big-screen 
rides. The “You Must Be Shorter Than 
4'4"" target audience only laughed at the 
trailers, though, not at BHC, suggesting 
they showed up because of its own “Chi- 
WOW-wa!” trailer. Their kiddie sense 
was story was boring and any 
Pixar film far funnier (though a few adults 
seemed to still find talking dogs amusing 
after an hour). But the cynic kingdom of 
Disney has a recession-proof profit plan: 
children preoccupied with hope and bore- 
dom + accompanying adults resigned + 
faint disappointment and guilt washed 
down after popcorn, soda and 90 minutes 
of “entertainment” eaten up at the multi- 
plex = let's do it again next time! 

2: become a Hollywood voice actor. 
Drew Barrymore—with the right perky 
obliviousness in her voice to play a super- 
spoiled [female dog]—Andy Garcia, 
Placido Domingo and others can phone it in 
for a movie that’s mostly animating the 
mouths of Taco Bell mascots. Plus the 
dogs’ best friends who appear on screen— 
Jamie Lee Curtis, Piper Perabo—don't 
have any “acting” to do. Chi-cha-ching! 

3: emigrate to Mexico, Then you can 
become a Mexican who's perfectly villain- 
ot ee enough to help 

“ a Americans (like pee eel teal- 
ize their: ess. And if you thought 
reece , sneaking across 
‘end up working jobs 
irvole Cardona’ : 


U, OCTOBE 


All showtimes are to at 
fra ye 


CHABA THEAT' JASPER 
2024 Connaught Dr. Jamper. 780-852-4749 
NIGHTS IN 


RODANTHE (PG) 
Fri-Sun 7:00, 9:00; Sat-Sun 1:30; Mon- 
Thu 8:00 


peas {(14A violence, 
coarse language) 
Fri-Sun 9:00; Mon-Thu 8:00 


4180 Ave SO St. 780-472-9779 


FOR THE FIRST TIME (IN FILIPINO ) 
Fri-Thu 1:20, 4:10, 8:50, 9:30 


DRONA (HINDI W/E.S.T. PG violence, 
scenes) 
Fri-Thu 1:00, 4:15, 7:50 


children) 
a. 55, 7:35, 9:55; Sat 
2:00, 4:55, 7:35, 9:55, 12:15 
MIRRORS (18A gory scenes) 
FriSun-Thu 7:30. 104 10:00; Sat 7:30, 10:00, 
12:20 
PINEAPPLE EXPRESS (184 substance 


abuse) 
Fri-Sat 1:25, |, 7:20, 9:50, 12:10; 
‘Sun-Thu , 4:20, 7: 50 


THE MUMMY: TOMB OF THE DRAG- 
ON EMPEROR (PG frightening scenes, 


violence) 
Fri-Thu 1:40, 4:25, 7:05 


STEP BROTHERS (14A coarse lan- 
Quage, not rec. for young children, crude 


Content) 
Fri-Sat 1:35, 4:40, 7:15, 9:40, 12:00; 
Sun-Thu 1:35, 4:40, 7:15, 9:40 


G 


SPACE CHIMPS 
Fri-Thu 2:05, 4:55. 
coarse 

Fri-Sat 1:50, 4:45, 7:25, 9:35, 11:45; 
‘Sun-Thu 1:50, 4:45, 7:25, 9:35 


WALL-E (G) 
Fri-Sat 1:30, 4:30, 7:00, 9:25, 11:40; 
Sun-Thu 1:30, 4:30, 7:00, 9:25 


WANTED (18A gory scenes, brutal vio- 
Fri-Sat 9:45, 12:10; Sun-Thu 9:45 
GET SMART [PG violence, coarse lan- 


paced 1:45, 4:35, 7:10, 9:40, 12:00; 
Sun-Thu 1:45, 4:35, 7:10, 9:40 


KUNG FU PANDA 

(PG), Fri-Sat 1:55, 4:50, 7:20, 9.90, 
11:55; Sun-Thu 1:55, 4:60, 7:20, 9:30 
INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM 
OF THE CRYSTAL SKULL (PG violence, 


tening scanes) 
reas 1:15, 4:05, 6:45, 9:20, 12:05; 
Sun-Thu 1:15, 4:05, 6:45, 9:20 


CINEPLEX ODEON NORTH 


14231 137th Avenue, 780-732-2236 


seit eae ae 
Fri-Mon,Wed-Thu 12: erin 10, 
7:25, 9:40; Tue 5:1 5, 9:40; Star & 
Strolier screening, no passes 

Tue 1:00 


. THE EXPRESS (PG coarse language) 


FrcMon Wed-Thu 1:00, 3:40, 6:40, 
9:30; Tue 3:40, 6:40, Star & 
‘Stroller screening, 


eet 3:10, eee ote 30, 8:10, 0:80 
BODY OF LIES (14 coarse 

AN AMERICAN CAROL (PG crude 
Pacthu 1246, 3100, 6.95, 9:00 


BEVERLY HILLS CHIHUAHUA (G) 
Fri-Thu 12:20, 2:40, 5:00, 7:20, 9:50 

AND NORAH'S INFINITE 

(PG coarse i) 

Fri-Thu 12:10, 2:20, 4:50, 7:40, 10:06 
FLASH OF GENIUS (PG coarse lan- 
1:40, 7:15 
| RELIGULOUS (14A coarse 


: 
Fath 1:20, 3:50, 7:00, 9:20 


NIGHTS IN RODANTHE (PG) 
Fri-Thu 1:30, 4:00, 6:50, 9:10 


ain ent 
Fri-Thu 1:50, a0 7:30, 10:20 
IGOR (PG) 


= peewee i ras 
ee ee Oe 


FILM WEEK Y Lents 


Fri-Thu 12:30 

LAKEVIEW TERRACE (144 coarse lan- 
guage) 

Fri-Thu 4:20, 10:00 

MY BEST FRIEND'S GIRL (184 coarse 


Biter he 260" 4:30, 8:00, 10:25; 
Wed 2:00, 4:30, 10:25 


BURN AFTER READING (144 vio- 
lence,coarse ) 
Fri-Thu 12:40, 2:50, 6:20, 7:50, 10:15 


THE DARK KNIGHT (PG violence, 
ening scenes, not rec. for young 


Fri-Thu 2:30, 6:30, 9:45 
THE METROPOLITAN OPERA: 
SALOME 
Sat 11:00 
LONG WAY DOWN (PG tale 
themes, coarse language) 
Wed 7:00 
CINEPLEX ODEON SOUTH 


1825-99 St. 780-495-8585 
CITY OF EMBER (PG) no 
Fri-Mon,Wed-Thu 12:10, 2:30, 4:50, 
7:10, 9:50; Tue 4:50, 7:10, 9:50; Star & 
Stroller screening, no passes Tue 1:00 
THE EXPRESS (PG coarse language) 
No passes 
Fri-Thu 12:30, 3:20, 7:00, 10:00 


QUARANTINE (184 gory scenes) 
Fri-Thu 2:10, 3:30, 8:00, 10:40 


BODY OF LIES (14A coarse language, 
brutal violence) no passes 
Fri-Thu 1:40, 4:40, 7:45, 10:40 


BLINDNESS (1A disturbing content) 
Fri-Thu 1:40, 4:40, 7:45, 10:20 


BEVERLY HILLS CHIHUAHUA (G) 
Fri-Thu 12:20, 2:40, 5:00, 7:20, 9:40 


NICK AND NORAH'S INFINITE 
PLAYLIST (PG coarse language) 
Fri-Thu 1:15, 3:40, 7:15, 10:00 
FLASH OF GENIUS (PG coarse lan- 
guage) 

Fri-Thu 1:30, 6:50 

RELIGULOUS (14A coarse language, 
mature themes) 

Fri-Thu 1:45, 4:15, 7:30, 10:15 

HOW TO LOSE FRIENDS & ALIEN- 
ATE PEOPLE (144 coarse language) 
Fri-Thu 4:00, 9:45 

NIGHTS IN RODANTHE (PG) 
Fri-Tue, Thu 12:18, 3:00, 6:30, 9:30; 
Wed 12:15, 3:00, 6:30 


EAGLE EYE (144) 

Fa-Thu 1:30, 4:20, 7:30, 10:30 

MY BEST FRIEND'S GIRL (184 coarse 
language, crude content) 

Fri, Sun-Mon, Wed-Thu 12:45, 4:30, 
7:00, 9:40; Sat 12:45, 4:30, 9:40; Tue 
7:00, 9:40 


APPALOOSA (14/) 
Fri-Thu 12:50, 5:00, 7:50, 10:30 


BURN AFTER READING (144 vio- 


lence,coarse sre 
Fri-Tue, Thu 1:45, 4:10, 6:40, 9:20; Wed 
1:45, 4:10, 9:20 


THE DARK KNIGHT (PG violence, 
htening scenes, noi rec. for young 


Fr-The 1 00, 4:30, 8:00 
SEX DRIVE (184 crude content, sexual 
preview 


SALOME 
Sat 11:00 
LONG WAY DOWN (PG mature 
themes, coarse 
Wed 7:00, 10:00 
CITY CENTRE 9 

10200-102 Awe, 780-421-7020 
BODY OF LIES (14A coarse language, 
brutal violence) no passes 
Fri Thu 1:00, 4:00, 6:40, 9:30 
NICK AND NORAH'S INFINITE 
PLAYLIST (PG coarse language) 
Fri-Thy 1:15, 3:50, 6:50, 9:00 
BURN AFTER READING (144 vio- 


bl ators 99 
Fri-Thu 1:10, }. 6:45, 8:10 


EAGLE EYE (144) 
Fri-Thu 12:45, 3:40, 7:00, 9:40 


BLINDNESS (184 dist content) 
Fri-Thu 12:40, 3:20, 6: ab, ae 


FLASH OF GENIUS (PG coarse lan- 


guage) 
Fri-Tue, Thu 12:50, og 6:30, 9:15; 
Wed 12:50, 3:30, 9:1 


HOW TO LOSE FRIENDS & ALIEN- 
ATE PEOPLE (144 coarse language) 
Fri-Wed 12:35, 3:10, 7:15, 9:45; Thu 
12:35, 3:10, 9:45 


QUARANTINE (184 gory scenes) 
Fri-Thu 12:55, 3:15, 7:10, 9:20 


THE EXPRESS (PG coarse language) 
Fri-Thu 12:30, 3:25, 6;35, 9:25 


CLAREVIEW 10 


4211-139 Ave, 700-472-7600 
NIGHTS IN RODANTHE (PG) 


Fri, Tue-Thu 4:45, 7:15; Sat-Mon 2:10, 
4:45, 7.15 


EAGLE EYE (144) 
Fri,Tue-Thu 4:10, 6:55, 9:35; Sat-Mon 
1:80, 4:10, 6:55, 9:35 


BLINDNESS 

(18A disturbing content) 
Fri,Tue-Thu 400, 6:60, 9:2: Teva! 
4:00, 9:25; Sun-Mon 1:20, 4:00, 6: 
9:26 


HOW TO LOSE FRIENDS & ALIEN- 
ATE PEOPLE (14A coarse language) 
Fri-Thu 9:40 


BEVERLY HILLS CHIHUAHUA (G) 
Fri,Tue-Thu 4:30, 7:05, 9:15; Sat-Mon 
1:40, 4:30, 7:05, 9:15 


NICK AND NORAH'S INFINITE 
PLAYLIST (PG coarse language) 

Fri, Tue-Thu 4:40, 7:20, 9:50; Sat-Mon 
1:50, 4:40, 7:20, 9:50 


AN AMERICAN CAROL (PG crude 
content, coarse language) 

Fri,Tue-Thu 4:15, 6:45, 9:00; Sat-Mon 
1:45, 4:15, 6:45, 9:00 


CITY OF EMBER (PG) 
Fri, Tue-Thu 4:25, 7:00, 9:10; Sat-Mon 
1:10, 4:25, 7:00, 9:10 


THE EXPRESS (PG coarse language) 
Fri, Tue-Thu 3:40, 6:30, 9:20; Sal-Mon 
12:50, 3:40, 6:20, 9:20 


BODY OF LIES (14A coarse language, 
brutal violence) NO PASSES. 
Fri,Tue-Thu 3:50, 6:40, 9:30; Sat-Mon 
1:00, 3:50, 6:40, 9:30 


QUARANTINE (18A gory scenes) 
Fri, Tue-Thu 4:50, 7:30, 9:45; Sat-Mon 
2:00, 4:50, 7:30, 9:45 


SEX DRIVE (184 crude content, sexual 
content) 
sneak preview Sat 7:00 


GALAXY-SHERWOOD PARK 
2020 Sherwood Drive, 780-416-9150 


CITY OF EMBER (PG) no passes 
Fri 4:20, 7215, 9:40; Sat-Mon 1:20, 
4:20, 7:15, 9:40; Tue-Thu 7:15, 9:40 


THE EXPRESS (PG coarse language) 
no passes 

Fri 3:45, 6:50, 9:45; Sat-Mon 12:50, 
3:45, 6:50, 9:45; Tue-Thu 6:50, 9:45 


QUARANTINE (18 gory scenes) 
Fri 4:40, 7:40, 10:10; Sat-Mon 12:10, 
4:40, 7:40,.10710; Tue-Thu 7:40, 10:10 


BODY OF LIES (14A coarse 
language, brutal violence) no passes 

Fri 3:50, 7:00, 10:00; Sat-Mon 12:30, 
&:50, 7:00, 10:00; Tue-Thu 7:00, 10:00 


BEVERLY HILLS CHIHUAHUA (G) 
Fri 4:15, 7:05, 9:30; Sat-Mon 1:00, 
4:16, 7:05, 9:30; Tue-Thu 7:05, 9:30 


NICK AND NORAH'S INFINITE 
PLAYLIST (PG coarse language) 
Fil 4:00, 7:10, 9:50; Sat-Mon 12:40, 
4:00, 7:10, 9:50; Tue-Thu 7210, 9:50 


HOW TO LOSE FRIENDS & ALIEN- 
ATE PEOPLE (14A coarse language) 
Fri,Tue-Thu 6:40; Sat-Mon 12:20, 6:40 


EAGLE EYE (144) 
Fil 4:10, 7:30, 10:20; Sat-Mon 1:10, 


4:10, 7:30, 10:20; Tue-Thu 7:30, 
APPALOOSA (14A) 

Fri 4:30, 7:20, 10:15; Sat-Mon 1:30, 
4:30, 7:20, 10:15; Tue-Thu 7:20, 10:15 
BURN AFTER READING (144 vio- 


lence,coarse bee 
Fri-Mon 3:40, 9:20; Tue-Thu 9:20 


10:20 


ee ee 


ELEGY (144 coarse language, sexual 
content) 
Daily 6:50, 9:10; Sat-Mon 2:00 


} SGRANDINTHEATRE | THEATRE 


‘Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill Ave. St. 
Albert, 780-458-9622 


MAMA MIA (PG coarse language) 
Daily 1:05, 3:05 oe 


GHOST TOWN (PG) 
Daily 5:05, 7:05, 9:05 


IGOR (PG) 
Daily 1:30, 3:30 


LAKEVIEW TERRACE (14A coarse lan- 
guage) 
Daily 5:10, 7:20, 9:25 


NICK AND NORAHS INFINITE 
PLAYLIST (14A coarse language) 
Daily 1:15, 3:15, 5:15, 7:15, 9:15 


BEVERLY HILLS CHIHUAHUA (G) 
Daily 1:00, 3:00, 4:50, 6:45, 8:35 


EAGLE EYE (14) 
Dally 12:45, 2:55, 5:00, 7:10, 9:20 


DUGGAN CINEMA-CAMROSE 

000145 Ave, Camrose, 780-608-2144 
QUARANTINE (18A gory scenes) 
Fri-Thu 7:15, 9:00; Sat-Tue 1:05, 3,05 


BODY OF LIES (14A course language, 
brutal violence) 

Fri-Thu 6:45, 9:25; Sat-Tue 1:00, 3:30; 
Movies For Mommies Tue Oct 14 1:00 


NICK AND NORAHS INFINITE 
PLAYLIST (PG course language) 
Fri-Thu 7:10, 9:10; Sat-Tue 1:10, 3:15 


IGOR (P.G.) 
Sat-Tue 12:50, 3:00 


LAKEVIEW TERRACE (14A coarse lan. 
guage) 
Fri-Thu 7:00, 9:20 


EAGLE EYE (14) 
Fri-Thu 6:50, 9:30; Sat-Tue 12:55, 3:25 


BEVERLY HILLS CHIHUAHUA (G) 
Fri-Thu 6:55, 9:05; Sat-Tue 12:45, 3:10 


NIGHTS IN RODANTHE (P.G.) 
Fri-Thu 7:05, 9:15; Sat-Tue 1:15, 3:20 


LEDUC CINEMAS 


780-352-9922 
GHOST TOWN (PG coarse language) 
Daily 7:05, 9:30 


NICK & NORA'S INFINITE PLAYLIST 
(PG coarse language) 
Daily 7:10, 9:35; Sat-Mon 1:05, 3:25 


EAGLE EYE (144 violence, coarse lan- 
guage) 
Daily 7:00, 9:25; Sat-Mon 1:00, 3:30 


BEVERLY HILLS CHIHUAHUA (G) 
Daily 6°55, 9:20; Sat-Mon 12:55, 3:05 


IGOR (PG) 
Sat-Mon 1:10, 3:35 


METRO CINEMA 


2628-1014 Ave, Citadel Theatre. 
TEO-425-9212 


SHANGRI-LA (STC) 
Fri 7:00 


BREATHE IN, BREATHE OUT (STC) 
Fri 9:00 


BEAUTIFUL LOSERS (STC) 
Sat-Tue 7:00; Wed-Thu 9:00 


MOSTLY WATER PRESENTS: METRO 
SHORTS (STC) 
Sat 9:00 


PARKLAND CINEMA 7 


130 Century Crossing, Spruce Grove. 780- 
972-2332. Serving Soruce Grove, Stony 
Piain: Parkland County 


QUARANTINE (18A gory scenes) 
Nightly 7:15, 9:00; Sat-Tue 1:05, 3:05 


BODY OF LIES (14A brutal violence, 


coarse language) 
Nightly 6:45, 9:25; Sat-Tue 1:00, 3:30 ; 
Movies For Mommies: Tua Oct 14 1:00 


NICK, NORAH'S INFINITE PLAYLIST 
(P.G. coarse language) 
Nightly 7:10, 9:10; Sat-Tue 1:10, 3:15 


IGOR (PG) 
Sat-Tue 12:50, 3:00 


EAGLE EYE (4A) 


ftteeeesrercrcerrorecs 


Nightly 6:50, 9:30; Sat-Tue 12:55, 3:25 


BEVERLY HILLS CHIHUAHUA (G) 
Nightly 6:55, 9:05; Sat-Tue 12:45, 3:10 


LAKEVIEW TERRACE (14A coarse lan- 
guage) 
Nightly 7:00, 9:20 


NIGHTS IN RODANTHE (PG) 
Nightly 7:05, 9:15; Sat-Tue 1:15, 3:20 


10357-82 Ave, 780-433-0778 
THE DUCHESS (144) 
Nightly 7:00, 9:15; Sat-Mon 2:00 


APPALOOSA (14A) 
Nightly 6:45, 9:00; Sat-Mon 2:30 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE WEM 
WEM, 9852-170 St, 720-444-2400 
QUARANTINE (184 gory so 
Fri-Thu 12:20, 2:45, 5:16, 7: 


BODY OF LIES (14A coar: 
brutal violence) no passes 
Fri-Thu 12:30, 3:40, 6:50, 9:50 


BEVERLY HILLS CHIHUAHUA (G) 
Fri-Thu 12:15, 2:40, 5:00, 7:20, 9:40 


NICK AND NORAH'S INFINITE 
PLAYLIST (PG coarse language) 
Fri-Thu 1:50, 4:50, 7:50, 10:10 


HOW TO LOSE FRIENDS & ALIEN- 
ATE PEOPLE (14A coarse language) 
Fri-Tue,Thy 1:00, 3:50, 6:45, 9:30; Wed 
3:50, 6:45, 9:30; Star & Strofler screen- 
ing Wed 1:00 


NIGHTS IN RODANTHE (PG) 
Fri-Tue,Thu 1:15, 3:50, 6:30, 9:06 
3:50, 6:30, 9:00; Star & Stroller 
ing Wed 1:00 


EAGLE EYE (144) 
Fri-Thu 1:30, 4:30, 7:30, 10:15 


EAGLE EYE: THE IMAX EXPERIENCE 
(14A) Fri-Thu 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 9:45 


LAKEVIEW TERRACE (714A coarse lan- 
guage) 

Fri-Tue,Thu 1:10, 3:45, 7:10, 9:45; Wed 
1:10, 3:45, 9:45 


MY BEST FRIEND'S GIRL (18A coarse 
language, crude content) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 12:45, 4:10, 7:40, 10:00 
Sat 12:45, 4:10, 10:00 


APPALOOSA (144) 
Fri-Thu 12:40, 3:30, 6:30, 9:20 


BURN AFTER READING (144 violence, 
coarse language) 
Fri-Thu 1-20, 4:15, 6:40, 9:10 


THE DARK KNIGHT (PG violence. 
frightening scenes, not rec. for young 
children) 

Fri-Thu 12:50, 4:20, 8:00 


SEX DRIVE (18A crude content.sexual 
content) sneak preview Sat 7:00 


THE METROPOLITAN OPERA: 
SALOME 
Sat 11:00 


WESTMOUNT CENTRE 
111 Ave. Groat Rid. 780-455-5725 
APPALOOSA (14) 
Fri, Tue-Thu 6:50, 9:35; Sat-Mon 12:45 
3:30, 6:50, 9:35 
EAGLE EVE (144) 


Fri, Tue-Thu 6:40, 9:15; Sat-Mon 12:35, 
3:20, 40, 9:15 


BURN AFTER READING (144 violence, 
coarse language) 

Fri.Tus-Thu 7:10, 9:40; Sat-Mon 12:55; 
3:10, 7:10, 9:40 


THE DUCHESS (144) 


Fri,Tue-Thu 7:00, 9:25; Sat-Mon 1:05, 
3:40, 7:00, 9:25 


WETASKIWIN CINEMAS 
780-252-3822 


GHOST TOWN (PG coarse language) 

Daily 7:05, 9:30 

NICK & NORA'S RENOIR PLAYUST 

(PG coarse language) 

Daify 7:10, 9:35; Sot Mon 1:05, 325 

EAGLE EYE (144 violence, coarse len- 
) 

Baily 7:00, 9:25; Sat-Mon 1:00, 3:30 

BEVERLY HILLS CHIHUAHUA (G) 

Daily 6:55, 9:20; Sat-Mon 12:55, 3:05 


IGOR (PG) 
Sat-Mon 1:10, 3:35 
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FILM CAPSULES 


with their unbelievably pampered pets in 

ap LA enclave make money for studio 
executives while entertaining us. And if 
that real world out there ever gets so, 
well, “real” that the sight of clothed and 
bejewelled lapdogs talking gets unfunny, 
even stupid or somehow offensive, then 
that would be depressing. 


FLASH OF GENIUS 

DIRECTED BY MARC ABRAHAM 

WRITTEN BY PHILIP RAILSBACK 

STARRING GREG KINNEAR, LAUREN GRAHAM 
eek 


JONATHAN BUSCH / jonathan@vueweekly.com 
A courtroom scene turns into a conversa- 
tion with the audience in Flash of 
Genius, a sharp retelling of the true case 
of one man’s effort to sue the Ford Motor 
Company for stealing his invention of a 
significantly modified windshield wiper. 
In the closing statement of his sought- 
after court case, plaintiff Bob Kearns 
(Greg Kinnear) removes his glasses and 
walks into the frame until it measures 
into a blatantly pronounced close-up, the 
character's face addressing the unseen 
-yembers of a jury box. His eyes stare 
across the room, barely above and past 
the audience. The film itself is now barely 
indirectly defending its case, a strangely 
mundane plot and a dramatically persist- 
ent protagonist, to us who don't find the 
motives entirely rational 
An overlap between an addressee of a 
scene and the film’s actual audience 
works effectively when shared in a sce- 
nario that feels dramatically sincere and 


robust. Flash of Genius believes in itself, 
as both an argument for the cultural sig- 
nificance of the modest inventor and an 
engaging story of a family man at war 
with the price of his own dreams. The 
portrayal of Kearns begins with his quaint 
family life in mid-1960s Detroit, as he 
provides for his wife Phyllis (Lauren Gra- 
ham) and bustling family through a pas- 
sionate career as a professor of 
engineering. Then, an accident with a 
champagne bottle on his wedding night 
that leaves him legally blind in his left 
eye provides for the sudden realization of 
how to revolutionize his car's clunky man- 
ual windshield wiper. A couple late nights 
fiddling with a demo in his garage allow 
him to make history in the development 
of the American automobile 

Flash of Genius soon informs us how 


FLASH OF GENIUS 


easy it is for shrewd big business to 
screw the little guy out of his achieve- 
ments, aS Kearns tries to sell the inven- 
tion to Ford, which at first expresses 
great interest. Their quick drop-out from 
the deal and subsequent unveiling of the 
new wiper as their own sends Kearns 
into drafting a lawsuit, not to mention a 
nervous breakdown. Despite several 
offers of cash settlements, Kearns refus- 
es in his pursuit of creative legacy even 
as it threatens the stability of his family. 
But the dream of a court date with his 
victimizers motivates him until a fateful, 
satisfying confrontation 

Following the rigorous competition of 
summer box-office opening weekends 
promising one overrated popcorn specta- 
cle after another, Flash of Genius restores 
credibility to the cinematic drama of the 


American spirit. Its wide release merits 
serious courage, and that it succeeds in 
reaching the small crowds less interested 
in chihuahuas and hipster romances helps 
make the fall season of the megaplex 
saga that mich more interesting. 


ON DVD 


MARRIED LIFE 

DIRECTED BY IRA SACHS 

WRITTEN BY SACHS, OREN MOVERMAN 
STARRING CHRIS COOPER, PATRICIA CLARKSON 
werk 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 
1949, the Pacific Northwest. Buttoned- 
down Harry (Chris Cooper) is in love with 
Kay (Rachel McAdams), a war widow 
apparently one-third his age with a con- 
spicuously vertiginous bun in her supernat- 
urally Hitchcock blonde hair. So Harry 
needs to leave his wife Pat (Patricia Clark- 
son) but fears the shock will kill her and 
thus figures he'd best beat the grim reaper 
to the punch and just quietly, slowly poi- 
son her to death. Watching all this from 
the sidelines and itching for a chance to 
get in the game is Richard (Pierce Bros- 
nan), Harry's dapper, dashing old buddy 
with the sly eyes who wears his hat just 
so. He offers his cabin in the woods for 
Harry and Kay to tryst the night away but 
all the while has his eyes on the prize. 
Based on John Bingham’s 1953 novel 
Five Roundabouts to Heaven, which also 
goes by the decidedly less cagey title of 
The Tender Poisoner, Married Life osten- 
sibly excavates post-war repression but 
really works best as a multiple character 
study and mood piece that bows devoutly 
in the direction of the filmmakers whose 


work drew upon the shadow side of that 
period's optimistic fagade: Douglas Sirk 
Max Ophills and the aforementione, 
master of suspense. There's even a Scene 
in which a fateful decision is made While 
watching a James Mason movie. Direc; 
ed by Ira Sachs, this movie, a cocktail o; 
equal parts neo-noir and black comedy | 
nicely paced and quite engaging, if ratho, 
over-calculated and over-reliant on con 
ventional attitudes toward the era’s co, 
formist principals. But maybe its theme: 
seemed just so 1949, or at least 2002 th: 
year of Todd Haynes’ sublime Sirk hor 
age Far From Heaven—Married Life (ic 
n't have much of a life at the box office 
It's now looking for a new one on DVD 

Married Life's distance from its 60 
year-old story becomes critical rathe; 
than just temporal by way of Pairing its 
characters’ outwardly dominant trait 
with their polar opposites. Harry is th 
picture of the gentle company man ani 
supportive spouse, but he’s homicidal: P. 
seems the ever-adoring, erotically unde 
manding homemaker about to get ditche: 
for a sexpot, but truth is she’s a minx wh 
thinks people get married first and fore 
most to get laid on a regular basis 
Richard is the poster boy for elegantly 
aging sexual nomadism but deep dow 
getting all choked up about settling dow 
with Kay. In every case these potentially 
too-cute character reversals are given 
breath and texture by the superb ca 
Clarkson especially. Only McAdams feel 
a bit flat here. Totally hot, but flat. (Just 
like, to twist an expression, Georgia 
asphalt.) After seeing her shine in The 
Lucky Ones, it strikes me as kinda funny 
that she’s more at home playing a soldier 
than a soldier's wife. w 
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Songwriter reveals his inner turmoil on Mockingbird Bible 


{EN MUNRO / eden@vuewectly.com 


couple of years back Rod- 
ney DeCroo released an 
. that had been record- 


ed live in Edmonton at the old Side- 
track Café. War Torn Man turned on 
DeCroo’s songs as filtered through 
his war torn and road worn band, 
but for his latest, Mockingbird Bible, 
DeCroo has put himself at the center 
of the music, revealing the inner tur- 
moil that was at times blurred by the 
volume on the last record. 

“War Torn Man, it was a pretty 
straight ahead record,” DeCroo 
remembers. “It was like a storm 
cloud rushing on—you knew the 
storm was coming and you knew it 
was gonna rain and you knew there 
was gonna be some wind—but this 
record, the songs were more a 
process of discovery for me. The 
songs just kind of crept up on me. 
Those songs they struck a little 
deeper in terms of myself. 

"They are more subtle,” he adds. “I 
think they ask a lot more of me than 
War Torn Man did.” 

Mockingbird Bible was recorded 
with the help of some of DeCroo’s 
friends—musicians like Ida Nilsen of 
Great Aunt Ida and the Buttless 
Chaps, and Sam Parton of the Be 
Good Tanyas—but it’s DeCroo who 
draws the bulk of the pressure onto 
himself. The record began with Jon 
Wood, DeCroo’s guitarist and pro- 
ducer, recording DeCroo as he 
accompanied himself with just an 
acoustic guitar, and then the songs 
were coloured with other sounds, 
like sparse piano notes or a jagged 
organ chord in just the right spot, or 
the singing of Nilsen and Parton. 

“I wanted to make a record like 
those early Bob Dylan records— 
obviously not sounding like that— 
where | had to carry the weight, | 
had to do the work,” DeCroo says. 
“You can dress a song up and fool 
people, but what if you take away all 
the trimmings and just make the 
vocal and the lyric the centerpiece? 
Then you find out pretty quick 
whether or not you've got a song.” 
DECROO AND WOOD have been play- 
ing together since they first met 
after DeCroo’s original guitarist, Paul 
Pg! ple playing with 
Neko Case and recommended Wood, 
who clicked pretty much immediate- 
ly with DeCroo. Over time, DeCroo 
has come to trust Wood's instincts 
as much a 
the miter is himself. 

“Jen's a guy who sorted out all 


RODNEY DECROO 
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PAWN SHOP 
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that ego shit years ago, and his 
major concern is serving the song,” 
DeCroo says about the relationship 
that has developed between him and 
Wood, “I've had different producers 
say that they’d like to work with 
me—one, whom I won’t name, was 
trying to convince me to work with 
him and I had a coffee with him and 
he sat there telling me how he really 
felt that no.one was filling the Gram 
Parsons niche and that was what he 
was hoping to do with me on my 
next record, and | looked at him like, 
‘Do with me? What the fuck are you 
talking about? I thought we were 
gonna make a record.’ 

“Jon just wants to make a record,” 
he continues. “I remember saying to 
him when we first started, ‘When do 
you think we'll have this thing done?’ 
And Jon said, ‘When we have a good 
record.’ He didn’t say six months, he 
didn't say three months—he didn't 
particularly care when it had to be 
out by. He just said, ‘Rodney, when 
we have a good record we'll know 
when we're done.” 

That sensitivity was important for 


DeCroo, and it serves the man’s songs 
well. He admits that he wrote many 
more songs than just the 13 that 
made the record, but ultimately the 
ones that are on Mockingbird Bible 
were the ones that DeCroo and Wood 
felt made the best record possible. 

“A lot of the songs on that record 
came from a period a couple years 
back when [| kind of had a bit ofa 
meltdown, with several deaths in my 
family and | ended a relationship and 
1 was just kind of looking at some 
stuff in myself that | hadn't really 
looked at, that had been bugging me 
for years, and the combination of all 
those things kind of created a bit of a 
personal crisis for me,” DeCroo 
explains. “I went out to Montréal and 
I hid out there for five months, and it 
was great, ‘cause | just sat around 
and wrote and wrote and wrote. 

“Some guys get hired just to write 
songs for somebody, but I could 
never do that, not because I'm 
above that—though I'd like to think 
that | am—I could never do that 
because if you give me a topic, 
‘Write us a hit song about girls down 
at the bar on Friday night,’ | would 
probably hand in a pretty shitty 
song,” he continues. “My songs have 
a sense of urgency I would like to 
think because they come out of my 
life. They kind of keep me together. 
My life is in the songs and I need 
them to keep me on the path, 
because I'm a pretty odd guy. I can 
get pretty lost without songs.” w 
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Hey, ho, let’s pogo 


DVD captures ‘78 Toronto punk show ~ 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@yueweekly.com 


n December 1, 1978, a 
series of Toronto punk 
bands lined up for their 


turn on the stage of the Horseshoe 
Tavern, where a couple of concert 
promoters known as the Garys— 
Gary Topp and Gary Cormier, who 
were bringing bands like the 
Ramones and Iggy Pop to Toronto 
before anyone else—had been 
booking shows for several months. 
This particular show, though, was 
an end point as the Garys had been 
ousted from the Horseshoe, setting 
up this one last night, known as the 
Last Pogo, as a farewell 

Filmmaker Colin Brunton was 
there when it happened, document 
ing the night on film. The Last Pogo 
features one song from each of the 
bands and a few short quotes from 
people involved with the show 
spread throughout its 26 minutes— 
the result being a film that simply 
captures a moment in time, rather 
than trying to explain exactly what 
the Last Pogo was about. 

"Il was right in the scene, so it 
wasn't like I was objective, and | 
certainly wasn’t going to be an 
anthropologist,” Brunton recalls. 
“It's like, no, just let it speak for 
itself. Let's just lay it out there, 
right? And the only comment I got 
was right at the end when I asked 
Teenage Head, ‘What's punk rock?’ 
and they kind of nailed it. They 
said, ‘Punk rock, new wave, rock 
‘n’ roll, there’s a thin line and if you 
like it you like it.” 

While the restraint that Brunton 
demonstrates in the documentary’s 
approach is impressive, making for a 
fly-on-the-wall glimpse into Toron- 
to's punk scene at the tail end of the 
‘70s, the director is quick to admit 
that the method was only partly out 
of choice. 

“| hardly had any film,” he laughs. 
“| literally shot maybe 40 minutes to 
get a 26-minute film, so I had to say 
to each band, ‘Look, you tell me 
which song you want to be repre- 
sented by.” And we had a number of 
days to interview a few people—we 
didn’t get everyone we wanted but 
we thought we've got enough, and 
the idea was kind of to let it speak 
for itself. 

“I remember a lot of people were 
kind of shocked that I did it in a kind 


‘of so-called straight way, like a con- 


servative way, instead of trying to do 
something really experimental,” he 
adds. “It was kind of around the time 
that rock videos were starting and I 


= DOCUMENTARY 


thought, ‘I fucking hate rock videos, | 
hate someone else interpreting this 
for me.’ It kind of spoils the songs 
and I still don’t like them to this day. 


A SIDE EFFECT of not spelling out 


the meaning and letting people fig- 
ure it out and interpret it for them- 
selves is the potential ‘f&r 
misinterpretation, something that 
Brunton says The Last Pogo has 
faced. That particular show was 
important within the Toronto punk 
scene of the late ‘70s, but there was 
by no means a hard and divisive 
line between before and after 

“It was really about eight or nine 
months starting pretty much when 
the Ramones hit the stage in Sep- 
tember ‘76,” Brunton remembers. 
“What the Last Pogo really was was 
the last gig at [the Horseshoe] for 
the Garys, but it’s pretty close 
Timewise, it’s certainly the closure 
of that original thrust of all these 
new bands that just erupted afmer 
the Ramones came.” 

A debate over the exact meaning 
of the event exists within the film 
itself, where one person claims it 
was the end of the scene and anoth- 
er says simply that it was the end of 
one thing but the beginning of many 
others. Such is the natural cycle of 
evolution, with each moment carry- 
ing into the next. 

For Brunton, the film led into a 
career that has seen him working 
on films such as Roadkill and Hed- 
way and the Angry Inch and TV 
series like Puppets Who Kill and Lit- 
tle Mosque on the Prairie. But ngw 
the filmmaker is looking back to 
late-"70s Toronto again, with the 
DVD release of The Last Pogo, a 
celebration of the 30th anniversary 
of the original show and a new, 
feature-length documentary titled 
The Last Pogo Jumps Again and set 
for release in 2009. 

“My rights for the [original] movie 
were tied up for about 10 years and I 
got them back in 2005, and around 
the same time ! just happened to 
score this really good camera, this 
mini DV camera that we used ore 
TV series so it was broadcast quali- 
ty,” he explains of the decision to 
return to the story decades later. “So 
i thought of three things: I’ve got this 
cool camera, it would be really fun to 
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LISTINGS FOR YOU 


BLUES ON WHYTE Peter Karp 
CHATEAU LOUIS Graham Lawrence 
8pm 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB Open 
stage hosted by Alberts Crude; & 
10pm 

DRUID Guitar heroes 

DUSTER'S PUB Thursdays open 
Stage: hosted hy the Mary Thomas 
Band: Spm. 

DV Open mic Thursdays 

ECO CAFE Open Mic Nights 1st and 
3rd Thu every month; 6:30-8:30inn, 
openmic@deadmansdog com 

FOUR ROOMS Merco Claveria: Som 
HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB ise Spoon 
CD Release Party {Indie} with Krista 
Hartman; $10; 8pm 

HULBERT'S Marie-Josee Houle 


IWORY CLUB Live Dueling Pianos, no 
cover, Spm 


JAMMERS PUB Thursday open jam; 
7-lipm 

J AND R BAR AND GRILL Open 
stage with the Poster Boys 
{pop/rock/blues), 8:30pm-12:30am 
JUBILEE AUDITORIUM Hedley 
LB'S PUB Open Stage hosted By 


Shaved Posse Fred Gord Ken and 
Matt; Spm -12:30am 


LIVE WIRE BAR AND GRILL Open 
Stage Thursdays with Gary Thomas 
MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE {ron 
and Wine; Al) ages; 7pm 

NEW CITY Bingo 

NORTH GLEMORA HALL Jam by 
Wild Rose Old Time Fiddlers 

ON THE ROCKS Ratt Poison 


ROCK PUB Jaz Night with Jonny 
Mac; $pm-Tam; no cover 


STARLEY MILNER LIBRARY fobin 
Hunter and the Six Foot Bullies CD 
Release Party; 7pm; $10 


URBAN LOUNGE Derek Miller Band 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 
Whitsundays 


WILD WEST SALOON Brent Loo 


CLASSICAL 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Rotibins 
Lighter Classics: Conductor Rei 
Hotoda joins pianist Katherine Chi for 
some Great Moments from Great 
Piano Concertos 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Thursday 
Nights: Electro Education: dub, trip 
hop, lounge, electro with DJ Lazer 
Beam 

BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escapack 
Entertainment 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Big Rock 
Thursdays: DJs spin on three levels 
BUDDY'S Wel underwear contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight, OJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 

FILTHY McNASTY'S Punk Rock 
Bingo with DJ SWAG 


FLUID LOUNGE Girls Night out 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE} 
Requests with 0J Damian 

GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
A0/dance with DJ Christian 
GINGUR SKY Urban Sutstance 
Thursdays 

HALO Thursdays Fo Sho: with Allout 
DJs DJ Degree, Junior Brown 

KAS BAR Urban House: with DJ 
Mark Stevens; Spm 

LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Dish Thursdays: 
funky house/techno with DJ Colin 
Hargreaves, house/breaks with DJ Krazy 


KK handstyie/techno with DJ Decha, tech 
‘ranoa/electro with DU Savage Garret 
no minors: no cover 


NEW CITY | Love "80s Party. with 


Blue Jay, Nazx Nomad: no minors: 
8:30pm (door) 


NEW CITY Slectroshock Therapy 
Dervish, Dildoxer, Nazz Nomad; in the 


FESTIVAL PLACE John Roisctvnan 
and The Jaybirds ; 7:30pm 


FRESH START CAFE Live music 
Fridays; Herky Cutler; 6-Spin; $5. 


FOUR ROOMS Marco Claveria: 9pm; 
& 


HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Ellen 


IPREVUE / THU, OCT 9 (9 PM) / WHITSUNDAYS / VEWVET 


UNDERGROUND, $10 


Check out the comb over on Whitsunday #3 over 


there. Who is that guy? 


Suburbs; no minors, Bpm fdoor), Spm 
(bingo hosted by Squirrally B 


OM THE ROCKS S»isaholic 
Thursdays: Dance Jessons at Spm 
Salsa DY to follow 


OVERTIME SOUTH Retro to Now. 
classic rock, R&B. urban and dance 
with DJ Mikee; Spm-2am; no cover 


PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT Hit !1 
Thursdays: breaks, electro house spun 
with Pl residents 


RENDEZVOUS PUB Motal Thurzday 
with org666 


SUEDE LOUNGE Smooth Soulful 
House with DJ Nic-E every Thursday 


VELVET UNDERGROUND DJ 
Degree and DJ Generic 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AMD GILL Jason 


Greeley 
AMIS CAFE Michael Joseph 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE Jim Findlay Trio 
BLUES OM WHYTE Peter Karp 


CARROT Live music Fridays: Mike 
McDonald; all ages; 7:30-9.30pm; $5 
{door 


CASINO EDMONTON Stars Tonigtit 
CASINO YELLOWHEAD Colleen fiae 
& Comerstone 


brosliarg LOUISHoward Young 
B30pm 


Mellwaine (Blues) with Joe Nolan: 
$15 adv/$20 door. Bpm 
HULBERT'S Craig Eider 

IRISH CLUB Jan session, 8pm) no 
cover 

JEFFREYS CAFE Diana Stabel 
JEXYLL AND HYDE (PUB) Every 


Friday: Headwind (classic pop/rock), 
Spm, no cover 


VELVET UNDERGROUND The 
Savants 


WILD WEST SALOON Brent Lee 
XWRECKS Mister Lucky; 8pm 
YARDBIAD SUITE John Stetch Trio 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Funky 
Friday: Funky breaks, funky house, 
funky tunes with Phife and friends 
BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Connected 
Fridays: 91.7 The Bounce, Nestor 
Delano, Luke Morrison 


BAR-B-BAR DJ) James: no cover 
BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Friday 
Dus spin Woottop and Main Floor: 
Eclectic jams with Nevine—indie, soul, 
motown, new wave, electro: 
Underdog: Penrerted Fridays: Punk 
and Ska from the “bls 70s and “80s 
with Fathead 


BOOTS Retro Disco: retro dance 


BUDDY'S We made ‘em famous! Du 
Eddy Toonflash, come early to avoid 
lineup, no cover before 10pm 
CHROME LOUNGE Platinum ViP 
Fridays 

DELUXE BURGER BAR Rare ‘60s 
and ‘705 progressive rock. disco, and 
electronic Indie with Joel Reboh 
EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock, hip hop. 
house, mash up; no minors 


ESMERELDA'S Exzies Freakin Frenzy 
Fridays: Playing the best in country 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock, retro with DJ 
Damian 


PREVUE / WED, OCT 15 (9 PM) /ILL BILL / STARLITE ROOM, $23.50 


This guy is sick. GET IT?!?1 


<n 


NEW CITY The Mahones 


O'MAILLE'S IRISH PUB Dwayne 
Cannan 


OM THE ROCKS Ratt Poison 


PALACE CASING (WEM) Bells 
Rouge 


PAWN SHOP Carolyn Mark 


PREVUE / SAT, OCT 11 (9 PM) / ARMIN VAN BUUREN, $42 - $97 
The dress code is white top to bottom, which 
means this pasty guy will be showing up naked 


CHATEAU LOUIS Graham Lawrence, 
8pm 


COAST TO COAST PUB AND 
GRILL Open stage Friday Night: host- 
‘ed by Leona Burkey, 9pm 


DV6 TAVERN Live music every Fri; 
9pm; $5 


EDDIE SHORTS Laker Band 
EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE Fio Rida 


ROCK PUB Slowbum 


ST BASIS CULTURAL CENTRE 
Tom Phillips and the Men of Constant 
Sorrow 

STARLITE ROOM Liptt 

TEMPLE 1.6 |.Psydays: Techno Hippy 
Crew, 9pm. 


URBAN LOUNGE flocket Sauce 


MUSIC 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with DJ 
Christian 


HALO Mod Club: indie rock, naw 
wave, Brit pop, and “60s soul with OJ 
Blue Jay, OU Travy O; no caver before 
10pm; $5 {after 10pm) 


GINGUR Ladies Room: with Bomb 
Squad, DJ OB the Teacher 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotig Friday: 
Breakbeat, house, progressive and 
electro with Groovy Cuvy, OJ Fuuze 


NEW CITY Friday Night Freek Out 
rockandroll/punkrock/abitofever- 
thing/indy with DJs Jebus and 
Anarchy Adam (from CJSR’s Your 
Weekly AA Meeting); G-Whiz 
OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New; classic 
tock, A&B, urban and dance with DJ 
*Mikee; Spm-2am; no cover 


PLAY NIGHTCLUB The first bar for 
the queer community to- open in a 
decade with DJ's Alexx Brown and 
Eddie Toonflash; Spm (doork $5 
www playnightelub.ca 

RED STAR Movin’ on Up Fridays: 
indie, rock, funk, soul, hip hop. with 
DJ Gatto, DJ Mega Wattson 
ROUGE LOUNGE Solice Fridays 
‘SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
Deep House: with Friday 
resident DJ Luke Morrison; 1-4:30pm 
SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND AND 
ROLLER SKATING DISCO Top 40 
Request with a mix of Retro and 
Disco; 7-10:30pm; wwaw.sports- e 
world.ca 

STOLLIS Top 40, ABB, house with 
People’s DJ 

STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with DJ 
Tysin 


USIC WEEKLY 


TEMPLE 1.6.1 Psyclays: Every 2n ¢, 
PsyTranos, Beats and the danc 
stuff with the Tectino Hippy 
quests 


WUNDERBAR Fridays with the Posty 
Girls, DJ Avinder und DJ Toma: s 
cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Foundation Fridy 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


THE ARTERY Guerillin Bow) 
turing Field & Stream, 2. 7 yy 
THE ARTERY Homestyle Gravy 
tuning Neighbour 

ATLANTIC TRAP AND GiLL 


Greeley 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE |{;); 
the Dog: live acoustic mus: 
Saturday aftemoon; thi 
DeCroo; 46pm: no cover 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE Jack Sempic 


BLUES OM WHYTE Satuvd 
Afternoon Jam Hosted by Ar 
Mackeraie; evening “ 
CARROT Open mic Saturday 
10pm; free 

CASINO EDMONTON Stars fon 
CASINO YELLOWHEAD Collec j 
& Comerstone 

CHATEAU LOUISHoward Young 
8:30pm 

(CHATEAU LOUIS Graham Lawrence 
8pm 

CENTURY CASINO Blackwater 
V8 TAVERN Live music every Sa 
Spm; $5 

EARLY STAGE SALOON-STONY 
Saturday Live Music 
EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE flo 
Rida 

FESTIVAL PLACE Eliana Cueva: 


FILTHY McHASTY'S Open stage 
Saturdays hosted by The Love Shove 
and guests; 1pm {door}, 2-Bpm (sho 
FOUR ROOMS Marco Claveria: 9pm 
% 

HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Jan Racial! 
CO Release Party, $12 adv/$15 doo 
8pm 

HILLTOP PUB Open Stage/Mic hosi 
ed by Sally's Krackers: 3pm 
HULBERT'S Craig Elder 


JAMMERS PUB Saturday oven jam, 
3-7.30pm; country/rock band Spm: 
2am. 


SEFFREY'S CAFE Kiystla Dos Sani: 
JEKYLL AND HYDE PUB Headwind 
{classic pop/rock): Spm; no cover 
OMAILLE'S IRISH PUB Dwayne 
Cannan 

OM THE ROCKS Fatt Poison 
PALACE CASINO (WEM) Bella 
Rouge 

PAWN SHOP The Acom 
RIVERDALE HALL Joe Nolon (CD 
Release) 

ROCK PUB Molsen Canadian 
Freeway Jam; 4pm-2:30amy no caver 
STARLITE ROOM Comeback Kid 
STRATHERN PUB Open stage 2nd 


Sat of each month; 5-9pm; fallowed 
by kargoke 


TEMPLE 0h Snap! with Degree, 
Cobra Commander and quests: 3pm 


URBAN LOUNGE Rockot Sauce 


Ghettoblasters 


WILD WEST SALOON Brent Lee 
YARDBIAD SUITE Lina Alleman 
Four 
———<———————— 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL Tho 
Edmonton Chamber Music Society 
presents the Theatre of Early Music 
with soprano Emma Kirkby and coun- 
tertenor Daniel Taylor, in a program o! 
arias and duets fram Handel's operas 
and oratorios 

WINSPEAR CENTRE “North meots 
South” Edmonton Chinese 
Philharmonica 


i 


, ohh, uh-oh, unh, ohhhh, ohhh. 
eaien. -oh, unh, ohhhh, ohhhh. 
“Repeat. Now clap your hands to the 
ing, 

In-my other life as a sportswriter, | 
have heard soccer fans in Toronto break 
ite Stripes’ “Seven Nation 
‘throughout the season. Before 
. During games. 

‘But it's not just a Toronto phenomenon. 
Watching beach volleyball at the 

it was clear on the background 
audio that the crowd in Beijing was belting 
out “Seven Nation Army.” During the Euro 
2008 final between Spain and Germany, 
that chorus could be heard over and over. 

Basically, Jack White has written the 
sports anthem of our generation. And, 
what's amazing about it is that fans break 


into it without any prompting from a stadi- 
um sound system. It's so easy to transfer 
that guitar lead into song. As soon as fans 
begin to clap, or keep any type of beat, it's a 
cinch just to belt out that tead line over the 
thythm. If there was ever a perfect stadium 
rocker, the White Stripes has written it 

The fact fans can break into it without 
Prompting puts “Seven Nation Army” 
slightly ahead of Blur’s “Song 2,” which 
will forever be burned in my mind as the 
song that played whenever the Edmonton 
Drillers scored in indoor soccer action. But, 
with “Song 2,” the sound system would 
play the guitar lead-in, which prompted 
the fans to do the "woo-hoo” bit! 

But, can “Seven Nation Army” go 
down as the greatest stadium rock 
anthem of all time? It'll take a few years 
to find out, but, until then, keep clapping. 
Too bad Jack White can’t get royalties 
when fans burst into song. 


OTHER THAN “Song 2” and “Seven 


Nation Army,” what songs go into the 


Sports arena/stadium hall of fame? 

Queen, “We Will Rock You": Clap, clap, 
CLAP. Clap, clap, CLAP. Tribal. A classic. 
Great right before the opening faceoff 

Gary Glitter ,"Rock and Roll (Part 2)” 
Famous for goal celebrations across the 
NHL. This is a song you'd never hear on 
the radio, but will hear all the time at the 
arena. 

Trooper, “Raise a Little Hell”: Can-con 
for the hockey fan. Usually played right 
after fights. 

DJ Jean, “The Launch”: That's the 
techno song that sounds like someone 
playing scales on a synthesizer. Dunh 
dunh dunh dunh dunnn dunh dunonn... 
(repeat a million times).’ 

Usher, “Yeah: !f you've been to an 
NBA game, you will hear this before tip 
and several times during the game, even 
during the game action. w 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in-chief 
of Vue Weekly, now an editor and author 
living in Toronto. 


Luke Morrison, Nestor Delano, Ari 
Rhodes 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Sints Saturday 
DJ Groovy Ouvy and quests 


NEW CITY UKWID LOUNGE 
Saturdays real altemative, classics, 
punk wath DJ Nazz Nomad; no caver 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Saturday 
Sucks: electro, industrial, alt and 
indy rock with DJs Greg Gory and 
Blue Jay, $5 


PLANET INDIGO-JASPER 
AVENUE Suggestive Saturdays; 
breaks electro house with Pl resi- 
DEANE BURGER BAR es | ces on 
are 70s progressive rock, disco. and 
electxonic Indie withi Joel Reboh pagehgs ae olla 
lectro with DJ Hot Philly 
EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE Frost | Separate nn Hot Pil 
EMPIIE BALLROOM Flock, hip hiop, RENDEZVOUS Survival metal night 
bet = SPORTSWORLD ROLLERSKATING 
-ESMERALDA'S Super Parties. Erury DISCO Sportsworld Inline and Roller 
Seta different theme ‘Skating Disco; Top 40 Request with a 
FLUID LOUNGE Gone micx of retro and disco; 1-4:30pm and 
id Mateape wth Haneen Bee ae eereamea i waite 
J Kwak STOPLIS ON WHYTE Top 40, R&B, 
FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) ie 
Top tracks, rock, retro with DJ SUEDE LOUNGE The Fest 
Osman Underground House with DJ Nic-E 
GUNGUR SKY Soviout Sanrays Colonial 
TEMPLE Oh Snap!: Every Saturday 
Se aoe rose with Degree and Allout Dus with 


weekly guests: Spm 


9098 * BAR WILD 1 


WUNDERBAR Featured DJ and 
focal bands 


Y AFTERHOURS Release Saturday 


SUN 


LIVE MUSIC 


THE ARTERY Shearing Pinx 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE Rosette Guitars 
BLUES ON WHYTE Kyemara 
CHATEAU LOUIS Petro Polujin: Spm 


EDDIE SHORTS Live music open 
stage jam; 7pm; no cover 
HULBERT'S Sunday Night Mic host- 
‘ed by Rhea March 7pm, no cover 
LOOP LOUNGE Jam histed by JJ, 
Lenny B and the Cats; 4:30pm “tit 
Whenever 

OM THE ROCKS Ratt Poison 
(OSCAR'S PUB Open stage Sundays 
hosted by Chris Wynters of Captain 
Tractor; 8-1 ipm 


PALACE CASINO (WEM) Bells 


Jasper Ave, 780-990-0031 * 

10324482 Ave, upstairs, veouaeasis * BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 10765 Jss 
(0552 82 Ave, 780-432-0814 * BEER HUNTER PUB 7522-178 S 
BELL AND COURT PUB 20010A Main Blvd, Broadmore, Sherwood Park * BILLY BOB ‘S LOUNGE 


Rouge 
RENDEZVOUS PUB october sky 
RITCHIE UNITED CHURCH Jaz 


ond Reflections: an afternoon of jazz 
snd spiritual reflection: $30-5pm 


COMMUNITY 
HALL/LITTLE FLOWER SCHOOL 
Little Flower Open Stage 


DJS 


BACKSTAGE TAP AMD GRILL 
Industry Night: with Atomic Improv, 
Jameoki and DJ Tim 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Sunday 
Aftemoons: Phil, 2-7pny; Main Floor 
Got To Give It Up: Funk, Sout, 
Motown, Disco with BU Red Dawn 
BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Latest and 
greatest in House, Progressive and 
Trip-Hop; Rudy Electro: 10pm- 
2:30am; guest DJs inquire at 
kelly@michetti.com 

GINGUR Ladies Industry Sundays 


OVERTIME DOWNTOWN Sunday 
Industry Night: Requests with DJ Bo 

STARLITE ROOM Miami Sabotage! 

Long Weekend Party with Djs Space 

Age and Joy One 

WUNDERBAR Sundays DJ Gallatea 
and XS, guests, fio cover 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Sleeman 
Mondays: five emuic monthly: mo 
cover 

BLUES ON WHYTE Andrew Jr Boy 


Jones 


IVORY CLUB Open mic Mondays 
music and comedy: Spm 


HALL Acoustic instrumental old time 
fiddle jam hosted by the Wild Rose 
Old Tyme Fiddlers Society; 7pm 
ROSE LOUNGE The 


BOWL/ROUGE 
Legendary Rose Bow! Monday Jem: 
hosted by Shany-Lee Wisor/Mike 


McDonald (alternating); Spr 12am 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL Muss at 


noon, Conveeation Hall: student 
Tecital serves, Free 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Edmonton 


* ALICE HOTEL-CAMROSE 5708-50 St, Camrose, 780-672-2124 * ARTERY 9535 Jasper Ave, 780- 
758-9856 « ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL ae eae Trail South, 780-432-4611 * AXIS CA\ 


10349 


107-99 St. 780-430-9200 * BACKROOM VODKA 


eAve, 780-420- 
t, 780-489-7877 « 


Continental inn, 16625 Stony Plain Rd, 780-484-7751 * BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425-82 Ave, 
780-439-1082 * BLIND PIG PUB 32 Si. Anne Street, St. Albert, 780-418-6332 « BLUE CHAIR CAFE 
9624-76 Ave, 780-989-2861 * BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-82 Ave, 780-439-3981 * BOOTS 10242-106 


WHERE THEY ARE 


St, 780-423-5014 « - 117258 Ja: Ave, 7B0-488-6536 * CAFE LEVA 11953-86 Ava » CASI- 
NO EDMONTON 7055 Argyll Rd, 780-4 7 * CASINO YELLOWHEAD 12464-i53 St, 780-424- 
9467 * CHRISTOPHER'S PUB 2021 Millbourne Rd, West, 780-462-6565 » CHROME 


Unhide eager ee corre ean: GuRSSUN GAT Se AES, 
AND 2 ity Tr. . ° rts Bui 
er AND ANCHOR PUB 15277 Castle Downs Rd, 113 St, 780-472- 7696 ° 


ERN 8307. yeww.DVBTAVERN EDDIE SHORTS 10713-124 St. 780-453-3663 « EVENTS CENTRE WEM Phase Ill, 780-489- 

SHOW + Pit AVWEN Phase 2, upper level, WEM, 780-486-9494 » FESTIVAL PLACE 100 Festival Way, Sherwood Park, 780-449-3378, 

780-464-2852 * FIDDLER'S ‘8906-99 St « FILTHY MCNASTY’S 1051/-S2 Ave, 780-916-1557 » FLUID LOU 10105-109 St. 780-429-0700 « 
ROOMS Edmonton Centre. 102 Ave, 780-426-4767 * FOX 10125-109 St, 780-990-0680 * FRESH START Riverbend Sq, 780-433-9623 * 


GAS PUMP 10166-114 Si, 780-489-4841 « GINGUR SKY 15505-118 Ave, 780-913-4312/780-953-3606 
HA B 15120A (basement), Stony Plain Rd, 780-756-6010 * HILLTOP PUB 8220-108 
'§ 7601-115 St, 780-436-1161 *« THE IVORY 


‘ BUDDHA 10341-82 Ave, 780-433-96 
b+ 10538 Jasper Ave, 780-423-HALO * HAVEN SOCIAL CLU! 
Pere 0. * HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 St, 780-452-1168 * HULBERT’ 


aa 


PUB 
eau a eatnue Hotel, 11727 Kin 
fines cae St, 780-481-2786 « 


7727-98. 


AND GRILL 1107 Knotwood Rd. East * 


ne 0860-57 ae 780-474-5270 * RED STAR 10538 Jas; 
LOUNGE E tort V7 sre 6253 ¢ 
12845-102 Ave, 780-2! WRE 


sree 1948-127 Ave, 780-451-8779 * J AND R BAR AND GRILL 4003-106 St, 780-436-4402 « JEFFREY'S 
AND HYDE RESTAURANT view Inn. 10209-100 Ave, 780-426-5381 
ond ave AS 10444-82 Ave, 780-433-6 


Ave, 780-732-4583 « KAS BAR 
CAPPUCCINO BAR 11053-86 Ave, 


NIKKI DIAMONDS 8120 Gate’ 
O'MAILLE'S IRISH PUB 104, 398 St. Albert 


ITED CHURCH 9624-4 


Ave, 780-433-538: 
LOOP LOUNGE 367 St Albert Rd, St Albert, 780-460-1122 * 
{oso 66s Si METRO BILLIARDS 10250-106 St, 780-990-0704 * MURRIETA’S 10612-82 Ave, 780-438-4100 « NEW CITY 1008) Je: 
CYBER CAFE ON JASPER 10354 Jasper Ave * 
i 10616-82 Ave, 780-414-6766 * 
3, 780-482-4767 * 


espe A |, 4211-106 St, 780-485-1717 » PAWN 
GOT to ‘Avo * PLANET INDIGO-ST ALBERT 


2 * LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 11607 Jasper Ave, 2nd Fi, 
IEAD HALL 
r Ave, 780- 
Blvd, 780-439-8006 * NO! GI 


PUB 6104-104 St, 780-439-9485 « OVERTI 

SHOP 10551-82 Ave, Uj 

812 Liberton Dr, St. Albert + Vf 
« Ave, 780-428-0825 * RENDEZVOUS PUB 10108-149 St» 

goon a saee * ROCK PUB 570 St Albert Tr, St. Albert, 780- 


NTAND. LOUNGE 10416-82 Ave, 780-437-0231/7 10-1625 « 
SPORTSWORLD rie ROOM 10030- 


988-8105 ¢ STOLLI'S 2nd Fi, 10368-82 Ave, 780-437-2293 © 
* STRATHERN PUB eet "St, 455-5478 © on 9020 McKen' 


780-452-7770 * URBAN IE 10544-82 
a WEST SALOON 12912-50 St. 780-476-3388 « WINSPEAR CENTRE 9720-102 Ave, 
10028-102 St, 780-994-3256, veww.yafterhours.com * YESTERDAYS 


ub\v780-429-5081 (rest) « JULIAN’S 
* LB'S PUB 23 Akins Dr, St. Albert * 


LE 
rail, 780-458-5700 » ON THE ROCKS 11730 
IME DOWNTOWN 10304-111 St, 780-423-1643 
airs, 780-432-0814 * PLANET 
NIGHTCLUB 10220-103 St + PLEAS- 


SCHOOL 10135 -96 Ave 


13710-104 St * STARLITE 


ton St. Albert, 780-458- 
Ave, 77-7699 = 


Urban 


lounge 


www.urbanlounge.ner 


WCMA SHOWCASE 
W/THE PROVINCIAL ARCHIVE. 
LITTLE MISS HIGGINS, THE GR 


W/PARAMEDIC, RUN THE RED'LIGHT 
nie BROS ea Ub TH 


Te) 


IASON COLLETT 


WHOGK PLAZA Sate 


Jager Shots 
ALL NIGHT! 


eee eon 


AND THE 


PLAYBOYS 


' 


PQOOOV, 


SOOODOOOOSCODOOOOGOOO0O 


BARNEY 
BENT A iLL 


—— pid theres 
LEGRNBARY HEARTS 


COC DOCOCOOOOCOOCOCOCOSeSeeOOOOOOCOCOOSee9e9 


Living in a digital world 


BACKLASH BLUES 


ROLAND PEMBERTON 
roland @yueweekly.com 


MUSIC 


It used to be simple and beneficial to all 
sides. Musicians would make the music, 
the media would review the music and 
consumers would buy the music that had 
the most critical acclaim. To a certain 
extent, this structure still stands, but it is 
not the rule and you don't have to accept 
these standards any longer. 

Passive listening is a thing of the past. 
Instead of consumers staying out of the 
business, today’s audience is more and 
more likely to make its own music. Due to 
the ease of computer programming and 
access to new distribution channels 
(YouTube, MySpace, music production 
message board communities), presenting 
your sound to the world has been made 
easier than ever. The industry as a whole 
is struggling to adapt to this change, rac- 
ing to sign under-developed MySpace 


bands instead of harnessing this shift for 
its own benefit. 

Radiohead, as always, is significantly 
ahead of the curve. Instead of solely using 
traditional avenues for the success of a 
new single (radio play, iTunes and physical 
releases, print ads), the band allowed fans 
to purchase the parts or “stems” to its 
sohg “Reckoner” and compose their own 
remix version of it. Radiohead did this 
with its previous single “Nude,” where 
the group allowed the fan-created remix- 
es to be uploaded to an online directory 
for streaming and voting. It's a brilliant 
move that not only gives Radiohead hun- 
dreds of free remixes to use for future 
release, but also ingratiates the group 
even more with its fanbase (if that’s even 
possible) and counts the purchase of 
these stems as online sales! 


MUSIC REVIEWS used to be isolated to a 
select group of.insiders, people who knew 
music more than anyone and had access 
to the music first. The media had an 
advantage back then, but is desperately 


clinging to it now. The concept of the 
weblog has taken away the specialist 
angle of music media. Everyone's a critic 
and now everyone's opinion is equally 
available for consumption. With torrents 
and music downloading giving people 
access to music before it’s even released, 
your average person can review a new 
album before a magazine can. The press 
can still go to private listening parties for 
new albums, but now it’s a race of who 
will blog about it first. 

Some print outlets have done well to 
adapt to new media, such as the Fader. 
who combines print with a popular online 
blog that streams and uploads new music 
interviews and content on an hourly basis 
Even Vue Weekly has podcasts and 
Streaming video performance content 
(vueweekly.com/vueontine) to supplement 
its print media. Decisions like these, made 
by the audience and not by the powers 
that be, are important to making music 
work better for artists and consumers. in 
many cases, it can force higher production 
values and less filler. w 
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FRI, OCT 3/ RAYGUN COWBOYS / NEW CITY 


See more photos and read Phil Duperron'’s 
review at vueweekly.com. 


Symphony Orchestra and Rajaton 


Sings Queen 
DJS 


BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild Mondays 
Service Industry Night; no minors: 
Spm-2am 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Main 
Floor; Eclectic Nonsense, 
Contedoracy of Dunces, Dad Rock, Ts 
Hookah and Rear Admiral Saunders 


BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Rudy 
Electro latest and greatest in House, 
Progressive and Trip-Hop; 12am: 
2:30am; intersted quest DJs inquire 
at kelly@michettLcom; karaoke with 
Tuzy. amateur strip contest, 9pm- 
12am 


FILTHY MoNASTY'S Meta! 
Mondays: with DJ SWAG 


FLUID LOUNGE Mondays Mixer 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Munch on Metal Mondays: BOs 
metal with OJ Sammi Kerr, no 
minors; no cover 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLUES ON WHYTE Andrew Jr Boy 
Jones 


DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) Open 
stage with Chris Wynters 


O'BYANES Celtic Jam with 
Shannon Johnson and friends 

ROCK PUB AND GRILL Ammar's 
Open Stage every Tues night with 
Mark Ammar and Noe! (Big Cat), 
Mackenzio; featuring 

830pm-1am; no cover 


SECOND CUP Open mic every Tue 
78pm 

SNEAKY PETES Open jam hosted 
by Jim, Mario and Jibaroo every Tue; 
9pm 


YARDGIRD SUITE Tuesday Jam 


DJS 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Main 
Floor: CJSR's Eddie Lunchpsit; 
Wooftop: Dub at The Dog with DJ 
Degree 


BUDDY'S Free pool and tourney, DJ 
Arrowchaser; Spm 

ESMERALDA’S Retro every Tus; no 
cover with student (0 

FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE} 
Latin and Salsa music, dance lessons 
8-10pm 

GINGUR SKY Bashment Tuesdays 
RED STAR Tuesdays: Experimental 
Indie Rock. Hip Hop, Electro with OJ 
Hot Philly 

SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Tapes Tuesday: popular 
house beats with DJ Kevin Wong 


AND ROLLER SKATING DISCO 
Retro Night; 7-10:30pm; www sports: 
world.ca 


WED 


LIVE MUSIC 


AADEM THEATRE Daia 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Main 
Floor. Glitter Guich Wednesdays: live 
music ones 8 month 

EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 
Gogo! Bordello 


HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Open Stage 
with Ido every Wed: 6:30pm 


HOOLIGANZ PUB Open stage 
Wednesdays hosted by Rock ’n’ Roll 
Kenny 


SRUSH CULTURAL CENTRE Laurie 
Lewis & the Right Hands 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open mic 


HALL Acoustic Bluegrass jam pre- 
sented by the Northam Bluegrass 
Cirele Music Society every 
Wednesday evening 


ROCK PUB AND GRILL Acoustic 
‘unplugged jam; Spm-Tam; no cover 


STAALITE ROOM || Gill 


‘STEPS TEA LOUNGE Open mic 
{seoustic) every Wed 


TEMPLE Wyid Style Wednesday: 
Live hip hop, every Wed: $5 


URBAN LOUNGE Nashville Pussy 
WILD WEST SALOON Gary Shade 


CLASSICAL 


EEKLY  OCT9-OCT 15,2008 


MUSIC 


Nights: with DJ Harley 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Main 
Floor: RetroActive Radio: Altemative 
“BOs and ‘SOs, Post Punk. New Wave 
Garage, Brit, Mod, Rock and Roll 
with LL Cool Joe 

BUDDY'S Hump day with DJ Sexoy 
Sean 

FLUID LOUNGE Wednesdays Rock 
This 

FOX Wind-up Wednesdays: A&B. 
hiphop, reggae, old skool, raggeeton 
with InVinceable, Touch It. weekly 
guest Dus 

LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/R&B with 
DJ Spincycle 

MEW CITY LUKWID LOUNGE 
AJ/DJ Werneaday, no minors: 
cover 

NIKI DIAMONDS Purik and ‘80s 
metal every Wednosdey 

RED STAR Guest DJs every 
Wednesday, 

STARLITE ROOM Wilk Style 
Wednesdays: Hip-Hop; 9pm. 
STOLLI'S Boutparty Wedinesteys 
House, and electronics 
with Rudy Electro, OJ Frystar Spare 
Age and wiekly guests: Spr-Zam 
www, beatparty.net 
WUNDERBAR Wednesdays with 
new DJ; no cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Y Not Wednesdy 


Over $2 million in inventory from our Vancouver store closures MUST BE LIQUIDATED! 


Edmonton South THUR-FRI-—1Oamto 9om 


3110 CALGARY TRAIL SOUTHBOUND SAT V0am to 6pm 


: SUN 11am to Spm 
(780) 433-6400 MN sti $n 


TV/VIDEO HOME AUDIO | PERSONAL ELECTRONICS 


' 
TOSHIBA REGZA | @YAMAHA 5.1 PIANO BLACK SPEAKER PHILIPS DER 
SYSTEM & HDMI RECEIVER HI-FI sound 
| 
SPEAKERS (5PA2200/17) McA 
REG $1999 MANY MORE $9.99 DEALS AVAILABLE ON OUR 
SAVE WEBSITE AT WWW.ABSOUND.CA 
$600 ) PARTIAL LISTING ONLY. See in-store for full details 
; | MFG PART # DESCRIPTION REG. SALE 
; | PHILIPS VOIP8411B/37 VOIP COLOR LCD PHONE SYSTEM 79.99 99.99 
46” LCD TV | > 2-Way Bass Reflex Design - 120W Input Power + 7-channel 665W | SIROCCO SWSOI sin0cco SRLS AUDIOBRDGE fet es 
: , + 1080p-compatible HDMI (2in/1 out) + XM Satellite ) ? ; 99 399 
-1080P - 10 bit panel for superior color surround sound | PHILIPS $PA2200/17 2.0 PC SPEAKERS 4.99 399 
1080 P as Olor (46RV530U) Radio ready (RXV663B , NS125) | SANYO CLI246DBK 2.4 GHZ DUAL HANDSET PHONE 9.99 9.99 
an ; SANYO ENEAAX4 ENELOPE RECHARGEABLE AA"4 9.99 
PARTIAL LISTING ONLY. See in-store for full details PARTIAL LISTING ONLY. See in-store for full details. | ve VDRATGU30 DVE-R4.7GB/120MIN30PKSPNDLE SG: 
MFG PART# DESCRIPTION REG. SALE | PHILIPS  SPP1592WA/37 SQUID POWER BAR 9.99 
MFG PART # DESCRIPTION REG. SALE | YAMAHA — NsC325 CENTRE CHANNEL 299.99 149.99 | PHILIPS VOIP0801B/37_ TRAVEL VOIP SKYPE 
TOSHIBA 26AVSO0U —-_-26"16:9 BLACK ATSC 720P 649.99 529.99 | YAMAHA NS325FB YAMAHA TOWER SPEAKERS 200.00  399,99/pair | PHILIPS + US2P335B —_UNIVERSAL REMOTE 3 DEVICE 539 
TOSHIBA © -32AVS00U. »-32"HD LCD TV 799.99 579.99 | CELESTION F1SB F15 BKSHLF SPK-BLACK 360.00  129.99/pair ; PHILIPS} SRUSO10/37 _UNIVERSAL REMOTE 10 DEVICE 49.99 
TOSHIBA © -37AV500U 37" 16:9 BLACK ATSC 720P 999.99 759.99) CELESTION F308 F30 FLSTD-BLACK 550.00 199.99/pair | SONY ACCDVP2 ACCESSORY KIT 49.99 
TOSHIBA © 42XVS40 42" REGZA ATSC 1080P 120HZ 1699.99 1299.99 | CELESTION F35CB F35C SINGLE CENTER CHANEL-BLK 200.00 79.99 | PHILIPS VOIP3212G/37 VOIP DUAL PHONE BUNDLE SKYPE 39.99 
SONY KDL40V4100 40" FULLHD 1080P LCD 1599.99 1279.99 | SONY  DAVHDX466 _HTIBSDISC 1000 WATT HDMI 499.99 199.99 | SIROCCO —SND201 CALLISTO USB AUDIO BRIDGE 9.99 
SONY KOL4674100B 46° 1080P 120HZTHINBLKTRIM 2699.99 2279.99 | YAMAHA — YSTSWO11B  T00W POWERED SUBWOOFER/8"MS 199.99 99.99 | PHILIPS  SHN2500/37 _ IN EARNOISE CANCELLING HEADP 29.99 
SONY KDLAGZAT00S 46" 1080P 120HZTHINSLVRTRIM 2699.99 2279.99 | DENON $32 HIFINETWORKRADIOWIRELESS 579.99 449.99 | PHILIPS — SCP5300/37 300 WATT POWERINVERTER 19.99 
SONY KDL52V4100 52° FULLHD 1080 LCD 2499.99 2149.99} SONY  DVPCX995V DVD PLAYER 400D15( 499.99 299.99 | SONY MTHS 50X2 MP3 /USB MICRO 129.99 
PANASONIC TH42PX80 42" HI DEF PLASMA 1299.00 1069.99 | SONY CDPCK35S CD PLAYER 300DISC 319.99 199.99 | YAMAHA —NKAOI IPOD CUBE SPEAKE 49.99, 
PANASONIC THSOPZ80 50: HDTV 1080P PLASMA TV 2499.00 1979.99 DENON —_DHTFS3 SURROUND SOUND BAR 129999 899.99’ COBRA ©» 3B002DXVP_- 2 HANDSET FRS 19.99" 
SONY , - 
CAR AUDIO All in-stock *Sanus, Plateau, Prepac,& Tech Craft furniture & 


speaker stands at BLOWOUT prices. 
All remaining ALPINE, KENWOOD, MTX, COMPUSTAR car audio at 
60% OFF retail! 


PARTIAL LISTING ONLY. See in-store for full details. 


MFG PART# DESCRIPTION REG. SALE 


JLAUDIO. 2150 45wX2St. Amp 379.99 199.99 § 99 All discontinued home cordless telephone to Panasonic, 
JLAUDIO. 2501 250w X 1 Sub Amp 699.99 348,99 Oo 1 1 ] _ Philips, and Sanyo atleast 50% OFF! 
ORION  €0300.2 © SSWX2St. Amp 139.99 69.99 MSAVESSO | | —«-— All remaining IPOD small accessories by Apple, Belkin, etc, 
Pana -CQC8305.-—- SOWX4Mp3/Ipod 269.99 169.99 SAVE $80 INSTALLED ** at least 70% OFF 
SIRIUS —SLEXIC__ Stiletto BoomBx 199.99 29.99 In-dash CD Receiver MP3/WMA Player All remaining Monster Cable brand cables and power at 
COBRA atid ai a ae 79,99 9.99 » 24-Bit D/A Converter = iPod Shuffle All discontinued digital camera & video camera accessories and 

; : « £Q3 Stage 2 (CDXGT4201P) batteries at least 50% OFF! 

Basic deck install only in most vehicle types. Kit, harness, and shop 

SEE OUR WEB HOME PAGE FOR MORE CAR AUDIO SPECIALS materials are always extra. *Sanus wall mounts are excluded **docking systems and Ipod dock radios are excluded 


HOW WRUNG 


Sales staff for our North Vancouver, 
Abbotsford, Edmonton and 
upcoming locations. 

CAR AUDIO - HOMEAUDIO - VIDEO 


Includes demonstrator and display models AB RRaUcEE: sold as is. All sales final. No Dealers 


: . tis rec d customer jis fected will be advised immediately of correction 
most accuracy iN Ol . ta 


) prior sales.. Price protection does not smi vuln / WWW. absound. iS.) 


imited to on hand inventory and are subject t 


MUSIC OCT 9-0CT 15,2008  \Wweweey 4f 


UNIONEVENTS: COM s: 


1) 3 %uches 1 Brood 


op, UeTOBER 23 @ © STARLITE ROOM 


DOORS 8 PM © LICENSED NO MINORS © TICKETS ALSO Ar 


MEGATUNES, BLACKBYRD & FS (WHYTE AVE) VUE 


Pere | OCTOBER 15 


So >  STARLITE ROOM 
| OCTOBER 11 ¢ STARLITEROOM © DOORS 9 PIM - NO MINORS 


EARLY SHOW - STARTS AT 5PM SHARP © ALL AGES a 
oi TICKETS ALSO AT MEGATUNES. BLACKBYRD. ie TIX ALSO AT MEGATUNES, BLACKBYRD os 
Dy zeaTaoyTs FS (WEN), FREECLOUD o> & 


~~ = 


with Guests HEY OCEAN ano MISHKA 


DOORS 7 PM - ALL AGES - TICKETS ALSO AT 
jim} exclaim!xes —_BLACKBYRD, MEGATUNES, FS (WEM) \ sprevera 


NOVEMBER 8 ¢ EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE A SATURDAY OCTOBER 25 - EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 


VUE DOORS 7 PA — ALL AFES - TIX ALSO AT MEGATUNES, BLACKBYRD, FS (WEM) 


a Se 

4 ep pee fe 
ee we 
a 


"BI GE | DECEMBER 15 
eee meee —  COMONTON EVENT CENTRE 


PM © 18+ 1D 4 DOORS 6 PIM - ALL AGES 
“ER TICKETS ATMERATUNES. BLACKBYRD ; 3 hea saci : SaEAR TICKETS ALSO AT MEGATUNES & BLACKBYRD 
-_ SSIS PAE SE ETO NE a oe Bae eee 


ALSO AVAILABLE ON pee NER 780-451-8000 


DEN MUNRO / eden @vueweekly.com 

t would be an understatement to 
|= that there's a bit of noise in the 

background when Gordie Johnson 
answers his phone in Minneapolis. 
“Hold on, hold on,” Johnson shouts 
over some seriously blasting rock ‘n’ 
roll guitars. “Sorry, you just caught me 
ai Nashville Pussy’s soundcheck. It's a 
little loud.” 

There's something appropriate about 
Johnson's surroundings at the moment. 
The former leader of Canada’s Big 
Sugar, Johnson folded that group and 
packed his bags for Austin, TX a few 
years ago, and while some musicians 
tum down as their careers wind on, he 
tumed the volume up—way, way up— 
with his Delta-metal trio Grady. 

Loud is the way that Johnson likes 
things these days, and judging by 
recent events he’s not the only one. 
The band's debut record, YU So Shady, 
has just been re-released on Alterna- 


Dead Kennedys’ original frontman 
Jello Biafra. 

He sawus play one night,” Johnson 
recalls. "I guess he was in Austin for 
South by Southwest, and we usually 
play on the Sunday after every year— 
we played in the conference too, but 
we live there so we always do a gig on 
a Sunday night after it’s all over, and | 
guess Jello walked into the bar and 
aw us playing and then spent a cou- 
ple of days trying to track us down, 
and pretty much right there was like, ‘1 
Want to put out y’all’s record.” 

While it’s exciting that Grady is get- 
ting a little help from Biafra as far as 
g¢\ling the first album out there in 
front of a wider audience, fans who 
already have the record also have rea- 
Son to pick up the new version. 

“I remixed it because, you know, 
that record, when it first came out, it 
Teally was just us trying to get some 
8'gs around Austin,” Johnson explains. 
lt was just like a real quickie demo 
‘hat turned into something that Warmer 
Bros wanted to release in Canada. 

"So we scrambled to get it mixed 
“nd mastered, and I didn’t do the 
mix—you know, I've always done my 
©wn engineering and stuff and I didn’t 
get to do it,” he continues. “If Jello 
éres that much about it and wants to 
pul it out, there were a couple of 
ngs that weren’t on the original and 
a. wanted to get tucked in the stu- 

tO and do it the way I know how to 


ordie Johnson turns up the 
olume with blues-punk trio 


tive Tentacles, the label-owned by" 
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do it. We're all a lot happier with it.” 

Johnson says that the bottom end 
on the re-release is more focused 
now, allowing listeners to, suitably 
enough, crank the volume a bit more. 

The renewed focus on the band’s 
debut has led to an odd conflux of 
material for Grady, as the band takes 
several new songs, written years after 
those on YU So Shady, out on the road. 

“We've been doing a bunch of new 
material on tour, so people who come 
out will definitely hear four or five 
songs they've never heard us do,” 
Johnson reveals. “We're hoping to get 
into the studio sometime in the early 
new year and get on a new record, 
which is weird, because while we're 
out here in the US promoting our first 
record again, we're still working [the 
second album] A Cup of Cold Poison in 
Canada and working on new material 
for a third record and still doing inter- 
views about the first record.” 


NO MATTER WHAT aibum the band is 


promoting, there's no doubt that 
Grady is at home on the stages that 
dot the road from Texas up to Canada. 
These days, though, Johnson says that 
touring is a little bit more civilized 
than it has been in the past, due in no 
small part to the band’s drummer 
Nina Singh, who stepped into the role 
near the end of 2007. The frontman 
says that Singh has made a difference 
to the band on several levels. 

“Musically we're all way more con- 
nected,” he says. "There’s no musical 
power struggle in the band, every- 
body's really focused on it. {Nina’s] a 
songwriter herself and she sings and 
plays guitar ... she’s really connected 
to the song. 

“And just on a personal level, hav- 
ing a woman in the band levels off the 
chemistry really nicely,” he adds with 
a laugh. “With three guys in the van 
for a month on the road, it really is 
like being in jail or on a pirate ship or 
something. You've got nobody to 
check your masculinity. It’s good to 
have women in the crew and a 
woman on stage with us—it just gives 
everybody a somewhat more civilized 
approach." w 
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Mighty Joe Nolan 


Singer-songwriter dreams big 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 

or young singer-songwriter 
Fe Nolan, the accolades and 

opportunities just keep piling 
up. The 18-year-old performed as a 
part of the U-22 showcase at Folk 
Fest, has appeared at local coffee 
shops and bars and on television, 
won the CBC Galaxie Rising Star 
award and is about to release his 
very first CD, entitled Pocket Dreams. 
Produced by Mike Lent, who backed 
up Jann Arden on the bass for a 
number of years, the CD is being 
released at a show at Riverdale Hall 
this weekend: 

Growing up in a household that 
always had music around, Nolan 
picked up the guitar at 12 or 13 by his 
own recollection and, inspired by his 
parents’ record-collection, began writ- 
ing his own songs. By 16 he was mak- 
ing the rounds at open stages and 
coffee houses before becoming a reg- 
ular with the U-22 program run by 
Rhea March which groups together 
other young up and coming perform- 
ers for gigs and networking. 

“| don't really have a choice, it’s 
what I have to do—it just comes out 
of me,” Nolan says of writing songs 
and performing. “My dad’s been play- 
ing guitar since I was born and he 
showed me a few things, and there 
were always old records of Neil Young 
and Tom Waits. Those guys are huge 
influences on me, those old guys are 
great songwriters.” 

Making the album turned out to be a 
nerve wracking experience at first for 
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Nolan, who describes himself as “pret'\ 
shy.” Working with Lent and a handful 
of professional musicians was dauni 
ing, but once he got into the swing 0! 
things it became easier for him 

“I was quite fortunate to work wilh 
[Lent] and the other musicians 
they're so talented. It was quite an 
experience, a huge learning exper! 
ence,” he says. “At first I was kind o! 
intimidated to work with them, b 
then I decided that while | was there, ! 
might as well do it. They just took the 
song, listened to it and recorded 1 
within two takes; it was pretty coo! 


THE SHOW THIS WEEKEND at riverdale 
Hall should be a much more intimate 
affair than Nolan’s gig on the main 

stage at Folk Fest where he performed 
for a hill full of thousands of people 
Although it might seem an odd thing 
to do for someone who describes 
himself as shy, Nolan got over an) 
trepidation quickly thanks in part to 
the audience. 1 

“That was just insane, it was defi 

nitely a highlight of the summer,” 
says of the experience. “Just to ue 
playing there was a dream of mince 
and it was awesome because the hi! 
was full to the back fence and th 

crowd was really receptive. It could’ t 
have gone better." wv 


six-piece band was 
, who had been 

ing songs on her 
own, s Des to reveal her work to 
her sister Jennifer, who then became 
the band’s back-up vocalist, organ 
and violin player. Four intances 
and friends later, Ohbijou, as we 
know it today, was born. 

“My sister and I are really close. We 
live together with another roommate 
and spend so much time together,” 
Mecija says of her relationship with 
Jennifer. “She's a perfect pairing for 
me in terms of singing and harmonies 
and ideas. There definitely have been 
times when we get on each other's 
nerves—we know what buttons to 
press when we want to annoy each 
other—but if anything, four relation- 
ship] is the most positive thing that 
anyone's asked for.” 

Earlier this year, Ohbijou had the 
opportunity to take a break from the 
big city and spend two weeks at an 
indie residency at the Banff Centre for 
the Arts, In addition to being men- 
iored by producers and learning how 


eet on the road 


to Beacons in the spring 
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to write and arrange songs, Mecija 
learned another valuable lesson. 

“Being in Banff made us realize 
that writing and practicing together 
involves making time to spend with 
each other and not being distracted,” 
she explains. “We're really good 
friends and our dynamic is really 
good, but sometimes we can get lost 
in the hustle and bustle of the city.” 


IN 2006, Onbijou released its full-length 
debut, Swift Feet for Troubling Times, 
whose melancholic but beautifully 
orchestrated sound garnered attention 
from CBC Radio 3 and the independent 
music community. The band is nearly 
finished recording a follow-up, titled 
Beacons, which Mecija describes as 
“more hopeful and positive than the 
last album” while still retaining the 
band's multi-instrumental roots 

For now, though, the new record's 
release has been delayed until spring 
of next year due to an upcoming Cana- 
dian and American tour with good 


friends the Acorn. The two bands col- 


THE LAST POGO 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 37 


find out what happened to every- 
one and, frankly, I thought, ‘I'm gonna 
take the summer off in 2006—this is 
the summer | should take off and just 
hang out with my son,’ ... so we kind 
of initiated it together.” 

The new film will draw on Brun- 
\on’s short, using the story of the Last 
Pogo as the spine as Brunton focuses 
on the period between 1976 and 1978. 
lo that end he’s been hard at work 
interviewing people who were in the 
Toronto scene before the two Garys 
brought the Ramones to town, as well 
as those who were there in the after- 
math of the Last Pogo. 

Shooting for The Last Pogo Jumps 
Again has resulted in more than 200 
hours of footage—considerably more 
than Brunton had to deal with when 
‘e went to work on the original film. 
He says that the digital era has 
changed filmmaking considerably 
from the 1970s. 

‘You couldn't do a project like this 
25 years ago,” he laughs. “If this was 
now and I was shooting The Last Pogo 
'd literally call up three buddies I 
know who have good cameras, try 
and talk a sound guy into it and you 
go down there and do it. 

“It's good and bad—you don't have 
to think as much,” he continues. 
“You can just be so spontaneous and 
use your instincts, and I think most 
“mes that’s great, but sometimes it’s 
best to have a total plan, which was 
what | had for the original thing only 


because I had to. We could have eas- 
ily just gone in there and shot our 
whole wad within the first three 
bands and been done, so we had to 
be pretty precise with what we were 
doing and you don’t have to be that 
precise anymore. On the other hand, 
if 1 would have thought about this 
[new] film for a few weeks before |! 
picked up the camera with my son, | 
might have an easier time cutting 
right now. 


OF COURSE, the best art often thrives 
when backed by sheer determination, 
and that’s the attitude that has driven 
Brunton during the making of both 
The Last Pogo and The Last Pogo 
Jumps Again. 

“When I went to make the first 
one it was just like | happened to 
walk into the bar one night—I was 
driving a cab—and | heard about the 
show and I though hey that would 
be a cool movie, and | went ahead 
and somehow pulled it off, and it 
hasn't really changed that much,” he 
says. “I just thought that this would 
be fun to do, and because it's digital 
it’s just so much easier now, | can 
just pick up and go whenever. 

“I've got to admit I'm getting a little 
bit weary of it, it’s been going on for- 
ever and I’ve been so busy and I’m 
trying to find time to edit, but it’s pret- 
ty gratifying,” he adds. “I think I'll 
have a neat little document when I'm 


» done." v 


The Last Pogo is out now on DVD. See. 
thelastpogo.net for details. 


laborated to produce a split 12-inch 
vinyl record containing four tracks, 
two being original works by each band 
and the other two being an Ohbijou 
cover of the Acorn’s “Darcy” and an 
Acorn cover of Ohbijou's "Steeps." 


“Rolf [Klausener, of the Acorn] and | 
were just talking about the possibility 
of touring together and we had always 
wanted to because we get along so 
well [so] we decided to do a project to 
tour with," recalls Mecija. “The Acorn 


cover of our song, I think, is really 
beautiful. It’s really nice to hear some- 
thing that we've written come out of 
someone élse’s mouth because it kind 
of makes you listen and reflect more on 
what that song means to you.” v 
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Musician’s Survival Guide Part III: home recording 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryae@vueweek!y.com 

ome recording is seemingly all 

the rage right now: Many well- 

known artists, such as Sufjan 
Stevens and the Shins, started out 
that way—and Stevens still does it— 
and with the cost of recording soft- 
ware and hardware coming down at a 
furious pace, it seems everyone is 


doing it. Heck, GarageBand comes ~ 


free on MacBooks and just stares you 
in the face daring you to make up a 
song. Because it's part of the plethora 
of tools artists are now using to cir- 
cumvent the music industry, home 
recording is even being lumped in 
with things like file sharing and the 
Internet as things that are killing 
music—it’s that powerful. 

But home recording isn’t killing 
music. If anything, it's making it bet- 
ter. Artists can now record them- 
selves and play it back to listen to 
what needs to be fixed before they 
head off to a big studio to make the 
album that will enable them to take 
over the world. Or they can just 
record themselves and release it, 
though as producer/engineer Doug 
Organ of Edmontone Studios 
explains, maybe they shouldn't. 

“It kind of depends on who you 
are—just because you can make a 
record at home doesn’t mean you can 
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make a record at home,” he says. “Nik 
Kozub can make a record at home, 
lan Martin, there’s a handful of guys 
who'can do really good stuff and I've 
done some fairly good stuff at my. 
home and other people’s homes, but 
for the thousand dollars you just spent 
on software and hardware, it doesn’t 
come with years of engineering expe- 
rience and training.” 


OCT 9 - OCT 15, 2008 


That kind of training can’t be 
bought, of course, but home 
recording serves a valuable pur- 
pose to any band: it lets you know 
whether you have a song or not. As 
Organ—who got his start in pro- 
ducing and engineering years ago 
by renting heavy gear and record- 
ing his high school band in his par- 
ents’ home—explains, home 
recording is a too] that bands can 
use to tighten up their songs so 
that they're as economical with 
their time as possible once they hit 
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studio, he prefers it if they've 
demoed their songs beforehand. 

~ “when I'm listening to people's 
demos I’m usually pretty pleased 
that they've demoed themselves at 
all and for the most part those peo- 
ple have done their homework and 
it takes a lot of cost off recording,” 
he says. “They've already realized 
that this part is going to work and 
this part isn’t, or that the song is 
too long or too short or needs a 
bridge or whatever.” 


BUT IF YOU ARE SET on recording and 
releasing something yourself—and it 
is possible to come up with a really 
great project that way—there are a 
few things to remember. Most impor- 
tantly, according to Organ, is to not 
overdo it. 

"Because the technology is so amaz- 
ing, | think people are tempted to use it, 
and just because you can do something 
doesn't mean you should. I’m thinking 
of things like tons of reverb and tons of 
delay and tons of compression and all 
those effects that are available to you 
when you're recording in GarageBand 
or Pro Tools and that’s kind of a give- 
away,” he says. “To makg a recording 
from home you have to keep it really 
simple—where one microphone will 
do, don’t use eight.” 

The other important thing is to 
know where to save and know where 
to splurge when you're setting up 
your home recording space. The 
available software for home recording 


is basically equal, as are the comput- 
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ers that. i hab yats'p\,)., 
‘into’ ther shit. Pa bédr 
amp box and a few good mic,, 
phones will go a long way. 

“1 would put my money into », 

“preamps, and to a lesser ey)... 
microphones themselves,” he <. 
“You can undo a lot and you -., 
always replay, but if it’s throug), 
poor quality microphone or a ja), 
sounding preamp, then it’s for; 
coloured,” 

And the cost for setting up a de, 
home recording studio is not 
much, even for some top notch equip 
ment. 

“Assuming someone already ha: 
laptop, and if it’s a Mac then that lapto, 
came with GarageBand, you'd nee. 
$100 or $200 for a little breakout 
that has some mic preamps on it, an, 
you can get ridiculously good mic 
$200 or $300 as well,” explains Organ 
"So, for under a grand you can get 
type of setup that you could do a rea 
sonable demo with, assuming yo. 
already have a computer.” ¥ 

Ultimately, however, a home stud; 
is mostly for demoing, unless you 
specific sound calls for the lo-fi treat 
ment. Most importantly, you shoujd 
Know what kind of sound you're loo} 
ing for and decide on what too! | 
right for the job when it comes to th 
finished product. 

"There's so many things you cai 
do at home like dentistry or rur 
ning a-zoo,” Organ says. “I mean 
the best analogy would be a con 
mercial kitchen; you can hav: 
restaurant-quality food at home— 
you're a chef.” w 
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Young Rival rides on 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn @vueweekly.com 
hen Hamilton’s Young 
Rival went and changed its 
name from the Ride Theory, 
the band didn’t re-invent itself, per se. 
The quartet is still happy to deliver 
music that throbs with English Inva- 
sion-isms. The guys are still keen to 
devote all of their spare time to the 
one thing that keeps them happy. 
The new name does, however, inject 
the band with renewed purpose 
"Since we changed the name, I've 
taken a lot more time and put a lot more 
effort into writing lyrics that are mean- 
ingful to myself, and therefore more 
likely to be meaningful to other people,’ 
lead guitarist and singer Aron D’Alesio 
says. “As we're getting a little older now. 
it does become more serious. We kind 
of went through a bit of a, ‘Oh my god, 
we're growing up. We gotta get jobs and 
live and handle stuff.’ We are growing 
up, but we're trying to figure out how to 
incorporate the most important thing to 
us into our lives while still growing up.’ 
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PART OF THAT TASK inctudea heading 


down to New York late last year to 
record with Emery Dobyns (who won 
a 2008 Grammy for his work on 
Suzanne Vega’s Beauty & Crime), the 
result of which is the band’s recently 
released self-titled EP. 

Although the band—made up of 
D’Alesio, drummer Noah Fralick, gui- 
tarist Kyle Kuchmey and bassist John 
Smith—laid down enough tracks to 
put together an album, the guys opted 
to keep some of the werk under their 
hats ... fornow. 

We wanted to make more of a 
c ive artistic statement with what 
we were putting out, rather than a 
bunch of stuff that we thought might 
not completely fit onto an album,” 
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D’Alesio explains. “And with this too 


we're kind of leaving the 


for other people to jump on—|i 
labels and stuff like that—if the, 


wanted to come along ar 


full-length out. But ultimately it \ 


more of a decision to put ou 
favourite stuff from those 

Young Rival isn’t going tc 
around waiting for that elusiv 
deal to happen, though. After 
to-coast tour (the young men « 
west with the Sadies last year) 
band is going to head back in 
studio to finish off another rec 
been working on in Ontario. ( 


the tracks, a coyer of Beach Hous 
“Master of None,” already garnere 


positive Pitchfork review. 
Young Rival’s brand of ‘60s g 

influenced rock doesn’t 
break any moulds, but it do 
fully evoke those good tir 
parents shook their heads 
long it brushed the collar 
guys have fun doing it. v 
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DVD grew to be much more. 


Comeback Kid happened.” 


its fans to send in 
“It’s a little bit of 


CONFERENCE 


AT 


as many bands do, but in the end the 


“The original concept for the DVD was, 
‘Why dont we just hire a cameraman to 
follow us around in Europe and it'll be a 
Comeback Kid live in Europe thing,’ and 
then for one specific show we'd get a six- 
Camera crew to tape the whole thing. We 

e happy with the footage that we got 
but then we thought, Why don’t we add a 
bit more of this and that,’ and eventually 
we said, ‘Why don't we go right from the- 
begining?’” explains guitarist Jeremy 
Hiebert. “So we got all of the footage that 
we could for the past six or eight years so 
we can give people a full picture of how 


In fact, the video does show a nearly 
complete picture of the band forming, With 
the earliest footage coming from the 
group's very first show at Winnipeg's famed 
Royal Albert Arms, the band was lucky to 
be able to gain plenty of footage by asking 

i whatever they had. 


. There's 
some stuff that we've done ourselves 


because we're in the mix but there's 
Stuff from the outside as well. We sent 
out bulletins from our MySpace asking if 
people could please send in any footage 
they had and we'd credit them,” 
explains Hiebert. “We got footage 
mailed to us until we had a huge stack 
that had to be sifted through—there’s 
footage from pretty much everywhere.” 

There are a few moments missing from 
the DVD, Hiebert admits. The strangest 
missing piece is not there because no 
cameras are allowed at border crossings 
like the one between New Brunswick and 
Maine, where a few bored border guards 
decided to pull a prank on the band during 
a late-night crossing. 

“They pulled us over and told us to go 
inside while they searched our van and trail- 
er and they came back with a backpack and 
said, ‘Who wants to claim the marijuana?” 
he recounts. “It was Kyle's (drummer Kyle 
Proffeta] backpack and they took him in the 
back and then the other border guards just 
started laughing and saying, ‘Oh, your buddy 
must be freaking out right now!"” w 
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Fucked Up, The Chemistry of Com- 
mon Life (Matador) It's like Pink 
Floyd for modern times. OK, so Fucked 
Up’s The Chemistry of Common Life 
doesn't really sound that much like 
those soundscapes that the British 
band made a career out of. It’s not 
even close in sonic terms, but in spirit, 
it’s coming from the same place, or at 
least it’s crossing that road here and 
there. So I guess it’s kind of a fucked 
up Pink Floyd sorta thing 

It’s not slow and cerebral, and it’s 
not trippy like Floyd, 
but neither is The 
Chemistry of Com- 
mon Life the sort of 
album that you just 
put on and rock out 
to. That's where it 
recalls, if not the 
music of Pink Floyd, 
the experience that 
many a listener has 
engaged in by put- 
ting their head in a 
place where they 
can settle in and explore the band’s 
music. 

That is what Common Life offers as 
it sucks the listener into its swirling, 
thrashing guitars and its swelling key- 
boards and steady rhythms 

Set into motion by a gentle flute, 
drawing out a pleasant melody, a 
dash of feedback rises up in the open- 
ing moments of “Son the Father” and 
the guitars soon enter, hammering 
away for a few moments until the 
sound begins to sway and dissolve 
into a sonic tapestry that threatens to 
collapse into noise. It’s at the last pos- 
sible moment that a scream bursts 
forth and the song rights itself with a 
renewed focus, which continues 
unabated to the closing of the album 

With vocals that are buried deep 
within the mix, more instrument than 
voice, this is no easy sing-along 
album. There's a willingness from the 
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band to allow the songs to breathe, to 
let the music twist in directions that it 
needs to go jn rather than to force it 
in ones that it doesn’t. So it is that, 
after a couple of driving behemoths, 
the band lays back for a slow and 
moving instrumental, lets guitars 
interact with a Moog and french horn 
with no concern for a chorus or 
bridge—it’s about the details, the 
gasps for air, the briefest of spaces 
that add up to something larger, signi- 
fying the approach that the band 
keeps throughout. 

At just over 50 
minutes long, The 
Chemistry of Common 
Life seems slightly 
stretched beyond its 
means—it’s not that 
any of the songs are 
obvious disappoint- 
ments, just that the 
same territory is 
tread upon once or 
twice too often (see 
the full-ahead attacks 
of “Son the Father” and the title song, 
or “Days of Last” and “Twice Born”) 
Had the record been trimmed ever so 
slightly, its spine—and its impact— 
might have been strengthened 

Still, it’s difficult to argue which cuts 
would have served the album best, 
since there’s so much on offer within 
the confines of each one of them. And, 
given that this is the album that the 
group has seen fit to put out there, one 
would do better to find a place and 
time to sit down and investigate the 
music on their own terms, because The 
Chemistry of Gommon Life really is an 
album that needs some of the listener's 
time, demanding that attention be paid 
to the crevases that form between 
chords and the bridges that rise over- 
head, connecting various pieces and 
deceptively turning the songs from 
punk assaults into intricate structures. 
—EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
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Bad Flirt, Virgin Talk (Kartel) +}, 
isn’t going to change your life or 3), 
thing, but if you want some party mus, 
Montréal-bas.e, 
Bad Flirt delive;: 
polished and we) 
made record o, 
highly energetj, 
multi-guitar garao, 
Tock, quite Blond: 
esque, with 
danceable new wave sensibility. afte, 
an arty noise-bending introduction, 
five-piece band rips through rifly hig} 
speed tracks charged with percolatin 
rhythms that induce not mere bobbing 
but genuine dancing—all-out attitudina| 
hip-swinging, hair-shaking, shoulde; 
rolling, butt-wiggling, sexy-pouty-facine 
and hand-gesturing dancing. Lit 
Blondie, there are variations on th. 
theme, especially in Virgin Talk's latte; 
half, shifts in tempo and subtle exper; 
mentation in the songwriting and pri 
duction. (The most the record stray 
off-template is “Hornecoming,” a lovely 
piano-based, vocal-drenched numbe; 
that borrows heavily from girl group 
sounds.) Despite the clear homage t 
Blondie, vocalist/guitarist/main sone 
writer Jasamine White-Gluz n 
even try to mimic Debbie Harry's wom 
anly minx pipes, instead ably using her 
earthier, softer, girlier voice, more of an 
ingénue to Harry's Venus, with Howar 
Bilerman of Arcade Fire/Wolf Parad 
production fame pushing it further int: 
the mix. —MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / 
marychrista @vueweekly.com 


The Clash, Live at Shea Stadiun 
(Sony BMG) The liner notes for thi 
live recording say that this was the last 
concert that Clash played, which is only 
true if you ignore 
the fact that Joe 
Strummer lex 
another version of 
the group onward 
for another albun 
(which I'm happ 
to do). In any cass 
this is a fine closing chapter to the real 
Clash, capturing a fiery stadium show 
where the group was still in complet: 
tandem musically, if not personal! 
There were more interesting show 
earlier in the band’s career, but this 
was still an important one in its histor) 
—EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 


Department of Eagles, In Ear Park 
(4AD) For what's lyrically a break-up 
album, /n Ear Park sure is one of the 
most lazily catchy records of the last 
year. Drifting 
somewhere 
between ‘70: 
piano pop and 
Grizzly Bear's lo-ti 
folk atmospheric 
in terms of both 
sound and mood 
Department of Eagles—the sort-of side 
project of Bear Nathan Drosser—sy" 
thesize the two elements with a lot o! 
aplomb, Tracks like “No One Does It,” 
which has made the internet rounds 
and tucked-away gems like “Teenager” 
and “Classical Records” back Drosser's 
longing-though-strangely-upliftins 
words with a shuflling, easy grace, and 
the interplay between makes for a ver) 
satisfying listen—which is good, 
because there’s a very good chance 
they'll get stuck in your head. —OAVID 
BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
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Land of Talk, Some Are Lakes 
(Secret City) Land of Talk pretty much 
live and wag lead singer Elizabeth 
Powell. Ignoring 
the fact that indie 
bands with girls 
| tend to get a wide 
berth—thanks to a 
weird mixture of 
feminist solidarity 
and adolescenty 
crushes, but that’s another topic for 
another day—the band’s fuzzy pop- 
rock isn't really all that sharp or unique; 
Powell’s behind-glass vocals, though, 
would be enough to carry just about 
anything, some dizzying combination 
of vulnerable, inviting, hazy and soul- 
crushing. The band knows what pays 
the bills, though, and lets Powell take 
the lead throughout, from her soaring 
over the shuffle of “The Man Who 
Breaks Things” to her precious-pop 
French on album closer “Troubled.” 
Powell might be better off with a more 
interesting band behind her, but that 
doesn't mean she can‘t make it work 
anyway. —DAVID BERRY / david@vueweokly.com 


The Organ, Thieves (Mint) This EP is 
not the beginning of the Organ’s music 
career but rather a late goodbye; the 
band broke up nearly two years ago 
but regrouped to 
record songs origi- 
nally intended for 
the follow-up to 
their one and only 
Studio record, and 
it’s a shame the 
band is no more 
Katie Sketch’s vocals, along with a 
sparse-sounding organ and guitar, 
instantly mould into the mood of each 
track—abilities most noticeable in “Oh 
What a Feeling,” a sonic expedition that 
goes from being high-spirited to sober 
and back again. This one track actually 
sums up the rest of the EP as flittering 
nostalgia is squashed by a solemn 
finality that’s just too hauntingly beauti- 
ful to be quickly forgotten. —KRISTINA DE 
GUZMAN / kristina @vueweekly.com 


TV On The Radio, Dear Science 
(Interscope/4AD) The idea of the 
album has lost traction in this decade. 
[Pods have created a music infrastruc- 
ture that appeals to 
a singles culture 
and this change 
has made consis- 
tency and cohe- 
sion an 
afterthought for 
today’s musicians. 
Fortunately, there are still bands like TV 
on the Radio that remember what it 
was like to listen to an album front to 
back and feel a sense of completion 
afterwards. This album eschews the 
group’s recent post-rock forays and 
appeals to the late-'00's instinct for 
danceability, but in a way that is not 
straightforward or clichéd. The reliance 
on clever drum programming (courtesy 
of Dave Sitek) and brilliantly designed 
interplay between instruments makes 
the experience as immersive and 
organic as possible. The two-headed 
Songwriting monster of Adebimpe and 
Malone works like Lennon-McCartney 
if they were friendly. Dear Science is a 
Statement album, claiming the band’s 
due importance on the music land- 
Scape, especially in the mainstream. 
— ROLAND PEMBERTON / roland@vuewsekly.com 
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Diamond Head, Lightning to the 
Nations (Independent) Originally 
released: 1980 Seven songs, totalling 
less than 42 minutes. That's all it took 
for Diamond Head to grasp onto the 
minds of kids across the globe—or at 
least the ones who 
were paying atten- 


ly memorable riffs, was also able to tie 
them all together into songs that car- 
ried forward on a wave of momentum. 
Of course, there are missteps here 
and there: a song like the nine-and-a- 
half-minute “Sucking My Love" is con- 
Structed out of some heavy duty riffs, but 
it goes on for way longer than it should 
considering the Spinal Tap-ish lyries that 
drag the tune into the realm of silliness, 
and “Sweet & Innocent” comes off as a 
bar-band anthem, too 


DVS 


tion to the new wave 
of British heavy 
metal. Out of all 
those kids, it's proba- 
bly James Hetfield 
and Lars Ulrich who 
have become the 
most famous, Those 
two have also done 
more than anyone 
else for keeping 
Diamond Head alive, 
recording cover versions of four of the 
songs from this record with Metallica 
But we're talking about the original 
songs here, as they were recorded by 
Diamond Head as the ‘70s came to a 
close. The band released the album 
independently in 1980, with hopes that 
a record label would pick the complet- 
ed recordings up and set the group on 
its way to success. It didn’t turn out 
quite that way, but that doesn’t much 
Matter anymore. What does matter is 
the music contained within the 
grooves of this riff-containment beast 
The NWOBHM is littered with bands 
who worshipped at the altar of the riff, 
but not all of them were able to turn 
out the kind of musical ideas that came 
together in songs that were much to 
listen to. But Diamond Head, in addi- 
tion to tapping into a well of ridiculous- 
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sem light to have much 
~») impact beyond its 
running time. 

But when the 
band is on and the 
songwriting is tight, 
there's no better 
sound in this world, 
from the prototypical 
NWOBHM-sound of 
spinning notes on the 

Bees title track and “It's 

Electric” to the all- 

out thrashing of “The Prince” and 
“Helpless.” 

The centerpiece to the album is the 
record's strongest point, though: the 
epic “Am | Evil?” It’s here that 
Diamond Head asserts itself as a band 
with a sense of progression, conjuring 
up a wicked tale that travels through 
the darkest of nights both lyrically— 
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motion Metallica’s public connection to ne : 
Diamond Head, appearing on re-issues of www DV8TAVERN com 
the band's debut, Kil! ‘em Al, but listening 
to the original it's clear that the music's 
nuances were already there before 
Metallica got a hold of the song. w 
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 18) 

Writing in the New York Times, Paul 
Krugman waxed snide as he described 
the mindset of the US Congress. It “has 
always had a soft spot for ‘experts’ who 
tell members what they want to hear,” he 
wrote. It's very important, Aries, that in 
the coming week you avoid that kind of 
behaviour. In fact, | recommend that you 
seek out people who have a track record 
for intelligent objectivity, and ask them to 
tell you what you might not want to hear. 
At the very least, solicit insights from 
thoughtful types who aren't inhibited 
abet giving you their perspectives on 
what you're doing. It's Feedback Season. 


TAURUS (APR 20- MAY 20) 
“Dear Rob Brezsny: | am Chandra Gupti, 


born May 16, 1979 in New Delhi. Right . 


now | am not well-settled due to searing 
problems and swampy hurt. Day by day my 
position goes down lower and darker, with 
no lantern or rope ladder. So please tell me 
how long this foolish suffering period will 
further corrode my hope. Give me at least a 
thousand answers that will heal every test 
and tria) as soon as possible. | will lie in 
(Atrantil you reply. Thank you. —Unrav- 
eled Taurus.” Dear Unraveled Taurus: | love 
you with all my heart and soul and mind. | 
have adored you since the beginning of 
time and will worship your gorgeous 
genius until eternity changes into infinity. 
Dear All the Other Tauruses in the World: 
Everything | just told Unraveled Taurus | 


now say to you as well. (PS A divine tinker- 
er will offer you a lantern and rope ladder 
within 10 days. Hold on.) 


GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 

Maybe you have never been able to fly 
before today, and maybe you won't be able 
to fly when November arrives, but | bet you 
can fly now. Due to the benevolent cosmic 
agitation that has been lightening your 
mood, you can probably, if you choose, soar 
over logjams, dance above dark clouds and 
do loop-de-loops in your dreams. Am | 
merely speaking metaphorically? Yes and 
ho. Isa spiritual orgasm “metaphorical?” 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

One of the most famous pop culture icons 
in Indonesia died last July. Mak Erot, who 
was over 100 years old, was renowned 
for her skill in helping men develop bigger 
penises. The official story was that she 
used nothing more than prayers and 
herbs, but there are hints that she also 
had supernatural powers. She’s your 
patron saint this week, Cancerian, even if 
you're a woman. | am calling on her inspi- 
ration, and | hope you will too, to help 
you lengthen and strengthen your inner, 
metaphorical phallus, by which | mean 
your will to accomplish your dreams. 


LEO (JUL 23- AUG 22) 

Popular conceptions of Jesus depict him 
as bearded and long-haired. Not so, 
declares fundamentalist Pastor Jack 
Hyles on his website. He says Christ was 
clean-shaven and had a pixie-cut hair- 
style parted in the middle and curled up 
at the ends. After studying Hyles’ argu- 
ments, however, | believe his evidence is 
flimsy—just as | find no merit in his 
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MARIA KOTOVYCH / maria@vueweekly.com 
he Canadian election is coming 
up soon. What does a Canadian 
musician think about Stephen 
Harper's recent $45 million cuts to 
arts and culture funding? Toronto- 
based jazz trumpeter and composer 
Lina Allemano expresses concern and 
fear about what could happen without 
access to grants for projects. 

“Our work pays very little, if any- 
thing,” she says. “So to go on a tour, 
to make a record, even to just have 
the time to practice and write music, 
it-would be almost impossible, | think, 
without the funding.” 
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While Allemano loves being Canadian 
and living in this country, she also recog- 
nizes that her own situation could 
change. 

“I would totally consider moving to 
Europe, if it comes to that,” she 
explains. “If there's no more access to 
be able to do my projects, then I'll just 
have to go somewhere where we're 
appreciated or where we're supported 
more.” 

Musically, the members of the Lina 
Allemano Four are no strangers to 
risk-taking and experimentation, at 
least according to those who have 


described the group's music 
in the past. For Allemano, 
this concept of risk-taking 
reflects the band’s tendency 
to leave much of the music 
to the moment. 

Though this approach has 
proven successful, Allemano 
admits laughingly that the 
group has had moments 
where a particular improvisa- 
tion didn’t work out the way 
the musicians had hoped. For- 
tunately, when the foursome 
chats with someone from the 
audience after the concert, that 
person usually brings the 
musicians back to earth and 
alleviates concerns that the 
improvisation didn’t work well. 

“Nobody knows what else 
is happening inside your 
head. You might be going, 
‘Oh, darn it, | made a mis- 
take!’ But the audience might 
not perceive it that way.” 


WHILE ALLEMANO IS FINE with using 
the terms “spontaneous” and 
“improvisational” to describe her 
music, she recalls what a friend said 
to her after she once described the 
group’s music as “experimental” in a 
concert promotion. 

“The experiment is over; people 
have been playing like this since 
1950!” Allemano says, quoting her 


implication that Jesus was a stuffy, prud- 
ish right-winger who loved rich white 
men best and taught that we should elim- 
inate people we disagree with. So I'm 
sticking with my image of Jesus as a 
peaceful yet rebellious hippie who didn't 
own property, hung out with social out- 
casts, was strongly anti-authoritarian and 
loved everyone, even his enemies. | bring 
this to your attention, Leo, in the hope 
that you'll be inspired by my example. It’s 
time to revisit one of your best teacher's 
essential messages, and rededicate your- 
self to those beautiful truths. 


VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22) 

With the help of a Norwegian space facili- 
ty, the Frito-Lay company has used radar to 
beam a commercial for its Doritos tortilla 
chips to 47 Ursae Majoris, a star 42 light 
years away. Astronomers believe that hab- 
itable planets circle the star, so any crea- 
tures living there will eventually get an 
invitation to enjoy the crunchy corn good- 
ness that so many earthlings have sam- 
pled. I'm making this vignette your 
metaphor of the week, Virgo. May it inspire 
you to formulate an “advertisement” for 
yourself and your specialties that will 
spread far and wide, reaching a new audi- 
ence and activating your future potentials. 


LIBRA (SEP 23- OCT 22) 

Please spend some time in the coming 
week meditating on the epic tale of your 
life journey. Why? Because it would be an 
excellent time for you to begin writing 
your autobiography. Don't tell me you're 
afraid that such a project would be pre- 
sumptuous. The way | see it, the planets 
are aligned in such a way as to suggest 
that you now have extra insight about the 
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big picture of your destiny. So | hope you 
will at least create an outline of the story 
you will eventually put down in words, 
complete with predictions of what will be 
unfolding for you five years from today, 
and 10 years, and 15 years. 


SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21) 

The bad news is that you are, metaphori- 
cally speaking, in jail. The good news is 
that a recent visitor sneaked you the key 
to the locked door of your cell. The weird 
news: you have not yet realized that you 
have the means to escape, since your vis- 
itor did not actually tell you that the key 
is hidden inside a certain thing he or she 
left behind. The great news is that I'm 
here to inform you about the situation. 
Once you locate the key, Scorpio, slip 
your hand between the iron bars so you 
can fit the key into the keyhole from the 
front. It won't work from behind. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21) 

A certain connection you've been wishing 
for and fantasizing about will soon become 
available—f, that is, you shed your expec- 
tations about how it will come about, and 
if you shed your ideas about what will 
happen after the two of you get together, 
and if you shed all hope of controlling that 
person's feelings about you. In other 
words, Sagittarius, you can finally have 
the alliance you want, but only if you no 
longer want it in the way you've wanted it. 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19) 

For the next week, Capricorn, be an expand- 
ed and intensified version of yourself. In 
other words, do what's most unique about 
you, but do it even more and better and 
clearer than you normally do. If, for exam- 


friend. “You're not the first ones to dc 
this, you know!” 

Whether or not it’s experimental 
the group’s most recent CD, Gridjam 
portrays a free and spontaneous style 
the musicians recorded it like a |i: 
concert (minus an audience) and 
without any editing. For them, it wa 
just about being in the moment 

“{It] wouldn’t work if we weren’t 
just performing,” Allemano says. v 


ple, your specialty is being an emotionally 
intelligent organizer who artfully creates 
order, do that with even more flair than 
usual. If you have an exceptional knack for 
building structures that bring out the best in 
people, go crazy with that skill. It's a perfect 
moment for you to be bigger than life. Why? 
Because you have more power than usual 
to change the world around you. 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20- FEB 18) 

The most important advice you need to 
hear right now comes from musician Brian 
Eno, as quoted in Ode magazine: “| want 
to encourage you to sing ... | believe 
singing is the key to a long life, a good fig- 
ufe, a stable temperament, greater intelli- 
gence, new friends, increased 
self-confidence, heightened sexual attrac- 
tiveness, and a sense of humour.” You 
should note, however, that Eno’s prescrip- 
tion does not include performing for other 
people. He believes it’s crucial that you 
sing for your own pleasure, and not be 
concerned about what others’ reactions 
might be. You need “the freedom to get it 
wrong.” That's a perfect guideline for you 
to observe in everything you do this week 


PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20) 

In her poem “Pure,” Kate Knapp Johnson 
speaks of “those who made me real to 
myself.” | invite you, Pisces, to take an 
inventory of the people in your life 
who've made you real to yourself. That 
would be excellent homework for you to 
do during the phase of intensified intima- 


_cy you're now in—a time when your 


allies are making even you even more 
real to yourself than you've ever been, as 
well as a time when you will be returning 
the favour to them. w 


exercise 
lus field. Classes: 
2.05 aan esate 


Oct 11 © Free 


Tam) © 
4144); oF 


| Glas Chamber ofc 


n't leam in school and don't ee \ 
mediae. et 117 3bpny ene 


* Chamber ns . 

ee, 600, 9990 A\ } 

Se aco 
eae ye (04 Ave (780-633-3921); Fri 


‘10045-156 St a 7 
Bost Westen ata Pak it S116 Gatewoy Solent 


r Kingsway 
Aim, Millard Health Building, 131 Airport 
Seagere aay -8an) 
TUESDAY TREATS Free invitation every Tuesday 
pais Ea anda esta lp 
demonstrate bea uct benefits; beaut 
uZOO9@gmal con ab Soe ses, ai 


VOICES OF THE PAST Provincial Archivas of Alberta, 
8555 Roper Rd (780 427 1750) * An annual event where 


"Members of the public read or provide readings inspired 


by archival holdings * Thu, Oct.9 * Free 
WOMEN IN BLACK In front of the Old Strathcona 
Farmers’ Market © Silent vigil the Ist and 3rd Sat (10- 


Mam) every month, stand in silence for a world without 
violence 


WHY WE ARE OBESE - GAIRDNER PUBLIC 

Bernard Snell Hall in the Walter Mackenzie Health 
Sciences Centre {University of Alberta Hospital east 
entrance on 112 Street between 85 and 86 Avenue} * Dr 
Jattrey Friedman will address the complex issues that are 
Contributing to this arowing epidemic # Oct 19 (7-8pm) 


QUEER LISTINGS 


AFFIRM SUNNYBROOK-RED DEER Sunnybrook United 
Church, Red Deer (403-347-6073) * Affirm welcome 
LGBTo and their friends, family. and allies meet 
the 2nd Tus (7pm) every month 


BOOTS BAR AND LOUNGE 10242 106 St. www.boots- 
bar.ca (780-423-5014) © 2nd issiey {ilusions Social 
Club * 3rd Wednesday: Edmonton 0 Society * 2nd 
poe eam ae pee ® 
ery Philosophy ° and Saturday DJ 
SeXxXy Sean 10-3 « Ung esr Sn feature 
the Stardust Lounge with Miss Bianca and Vanity Fair 


eeepc thee Jasper ae 
© Open ni ipm-3am, Fri 8pm-3pm * Sun: Rota 

drag shows with Mz Bianca and Mz Vanity Fair in The, 
Stardust Lounge and GoDiva and Donnatella NE1 in The 
GoDonna Show, DU iddy * Mon: 
Amateur strip contest with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy * Tue: Free pool and toumey, DJ 
Arrowchaser ¢ Wed: Hump day with DJ Sexxy Sean © 
Thu; Wet underwear contest with Mia Fellow, midnight, 
DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy * Fri: We made ‘am famous! 
‘DJ Eddy Toonflash, come early to avoid lineup, no cover 
before 10pm * Sat: Undie night for men only, free poo! 
and tourney, DJ Arrowehaser 


EDMONTON PRIME TIMERS (EPT) Unitarian Church of 
Edmonton, 10804-119 St * A group of older gay.men and 
their admirers who have common social interests meet 
the 2nd Sun (2:30pm) of most months for a social period, 
short meeting and a quest speaker, discussion panel or 
a potluck supper, Special interest groups meet for other 
Social activities throughout the month. email edmoan- 

ca, wer. primetimersww.org/edmonton 


GLBT SPORTS AND RECREATION vevw.teamedmon- 
ton.ca * Women's Drop-In Recreational Badminton: 
Oliver School Gym, 10227-118 St (780-465-3620); Wed 
(pases * Bootcamp; St. Alphonsus, 11624-81 St; 
in (7-8pm); bootoam) idmonton.ca * Bowling: 
Lanes, 100 3414 Gateway Blvd; Sat (5-7pm); 
ion.ca * Running: Sun, Tue, Thu; 
funning@teamedmonton.ca * See NAIT pool, 
11762106 St, Tue (8-Spm), Thu (7:30-8:30pm); swim- 
mit ta * Yolleyball: 101 Amiskiwacy 
Academy, Municipal Airport Terminal just off Kingsway; 
Wed recreational (8-10pm); reevolleyball mon- 
ton.ca; Thu Intermediate; volleyball@teamedmonton.ca 
‘© YOGA (Hatha): Free Lion's Breath Yoga; every Sun (2- 
3:30pm), yoga@teamedmonton.ca 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB Boots. 10242-1065 St (780- 
ssdressers, transsexuals, friends and 


of A Campus * ase hates ergo 
fe, pote et i straight allies 
aff © 3rd Thu every month (fallAvinter 
pase Series. Contact Kris (kwells@ualberts.ta) 
LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St, wwww.edmliving- 
positives (1-877-S75-9448/780-488.5768) « Providing 
confidential peer support to people living with HIV * Tue 
(7-Spm): Sepport group * Daily drop-in, peer counselling 
‘THE LOVE WEEKEND Several locations around 
Edmonton SO Fee) ee he 
lowed a party ai 
q Ih it talon ster Joke Deckard 
sex therapist Dr Bran Parker * Sat Oct 11 Beer 


ing Capital lesque 

Play * After-part ht at ¥ 
Heejoma i pes 0 
www playnightclub.ca 


PFLAG Pride Centre, 9540-111 


Ave * A support 
ficial tones 


meet every Sat (noon) * Youth 
Youth up to 25 years, su 

‘avery Sat (7-Spm); pat 
Test Tst Sun each month {10:20am-12-30pm) * Trans 


1 of each mi bertatrans.org * Men 
Talking with Pride: Meet every Sun (7; rf oe tat Rob 
Wells robwells780@hatmail.com # HIV Support Group: 
Meet the 2nd Mon of each month (7pm) Transgender, 
Transsexva!, Intersex and Questioning (TTIQ) Alliance; 
Support meeting the 2nd Tue each month (7:30pm) « 
Transgender. Transsexual, Intersex and Questioning 
Education, advocacy and support for men, women and 
ye PFLAG Edmonton: Meet the 1st Wed each month 
i7pm) * Free short-term, solution-focused drop-in coun: 
te every Wed (7-10pm} * YouthSpace: drop-in for 
LGBTO for youth up to 25; Tue-Sat (3-7pm) 


PRISM BAR 10574 - 101 Street (780-990-0038) « Dyke 
to Diva Kick-Off Party, Come meet the dykes as thay 
select thelr drag mentors in preparation for the most 
sth transformation; Oct 11 * Drag King Contest: Oct 


ROBERTSON-WSESLEY UNITED CHURCH 10209-123 
St (780-482-1587) vewnw.rwauc.org * Soul OUTing: an 
UGBT-focused alternative worship * 3rd Sun every month 
(7pm); worship Sun (10:30am), le of all sexual orien- 
tations welcome. A LGBT monthly book club and a bi- 
monthly film night. Gall for more info or email jraven- 
sen Org 

‘ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH 11525-76 Ave (780-436- 
1555] * People of all sexual orientations are welcome * 
Every Sun (10am worship) 


WOMONSPACE www womonspace.ca, womon- 
space@gmail.com (780 482 1794) * A Non-profit lesbian 
Social organization for Edmonton and surrounding area 
Organized monthly activities from daneas, games nites 
golf tournament, etc. Monthly newsletter and reduced 
fates included with mambership. Confidentiality assured. 


WOODYS 11723 Jaspar Ave (780-488-6557) * Open 
Daily (noon) * Sat-Tue Karaoke with Tizzy and Patrick « 
Sat-Sun Pool Toumaments 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


CANTILON CHOIRS DESSERT AUCTION (8TH 
ANNUAL) Winspear Centre for Music, Lobby, 9720-102 
Ave * Thu Oct 16 (6 pm) * $15 © Tickets available at the 
Cantilon Office (780-732-1262) 


CORN MAZE 26101. SH 627, Spruce Grove, 
Www-edmontoncommaze.ca (780-288-0208) * Rexall 
Edmonton Indy themed maze * Until Oct. 18 © $9 (12 and 
upI/S7 (5-11)/free for kids under 5 


CREATIVE EXPRESSIONS Mirema Dining and Lounge 
9431-Jasper Ave (780-944-4587) * fifth annual fundrais- 
a event for Action for Healthy Communities Society of 

imonton (AHC) * $35 each or table of 10 for $300 © 
(6pm-12am) 


EDMONTON GHOST TOURS Walterdale Playhouse at 
10322-83rd Ave; wwrw.edmontonghosttours.com (780- 
289-2005) « A Ghostly Walk through Old Strathcona * 
Oct 13-30 Mon-Thu nights ONLY (7pm) © $5 / person 


‘A GREEN AFFAIR Prism Bar & Grill (780-990-0038) ; * 
Silent Auction Sneak Preview 6pm ta 7pm Bidding begins 
7pm; Special Presentation 7:15pm; Show Time at 9pm; 
Hosted by Toni Lester; Co-hosted bry Missy Fu Fu: Live 
Entertainment: Singers Dale Ladouceur, Andrea, and 
much, much more * Doors Gpm * $5 donation + All 
Proceads to The Emily Morgan Foundation 


GUINNESS RECORD: STAND UP AGAINST POVERTY 
2008 Main quad, University of Alberta * Make Poverty 
History!one of the st campus and student organized 
events of the year * Oct 17 (11-2pm) 


JOB & EDUCATION FAIR Shaw Convention Centre 
9797 Jasper Ave; pecroaeeis com. : This nh bea 
Unique opportunity to access 100 tup employers and edu- 
Cational institutions * Oct 15 


HOPSCOTCH: A FESTIVAL OF FINE WHISKY AND 
BEER weevil tre.com* Fundraising festival 
features fine food, door prizes, and of course, music. This 
ear, the event is geared specifically toward raising funds 
for the purchase of a new Steinway Piano for the 
Winspear Centre * $60 © Fri Oct 10 


LONGHORNS & LASSOS Novthgate Centre - Upper 
Level; 9499-137 Avenue (780-478-6521 ext:224) * The 
Unity Centre of North East Edmonton 14th Annual Silent 
Auction and Dinner; Brett Kissel will entertain with host 
Bruce Bowie and special quest hosts Donovan Workun & 
Graham Neil of the Atomic Improv * Oct 19 (5:30pm- 
10:30pm) * $50 


2nd Annual for Peace. plusa 0th 

i of ESPA’s first decade of rab- 
ble-rousing by ArtsHab), featuring 2 remarkable 
exhibition of the best small press, zines, mail art, arti- 


stamps, political prints and underground art from our per- 
manent enllecion © Oct 17:31 
‘SYNCRUDE'S FASHION WITH COMPASSION Shaw 
org; {780 418-6996) * Don't miss this annual spec- 
evel fashion 


dinner. Fashions will be featured by Escada, 
Dot Mane En vag Ors, Aan 
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I've never been interested in travelling 

I'm told this makes me an anomaly 
apparently I’m supposed to dream about 
going around the world like other people 
do. While my Dad circled the globe and 
friends regaled me with adventures in 
foreign lands, there was only one place | 
wanted to return to. The same place | 
went to when | was six years old, the one 
| excitedly went back to twice in my 
teens. That place is Disneyland. 

| don’t remember when | first heard 
about Gay Days, an annual event that 
sees thousands of homos descend upon 
the Magic Kingdom, but | do know that 
from the moment | heard about the 
event it became something that | had to 
see for myself. The Anaheim Gay Days 
event started in 1998 as a one-day gath- 
ering after a private gay and lesbian 
party that had been happening annually 
at the park was cancelled. The first 
event attracted 2500 people, and Gay 
Days has now expanded to a full week- 
end attended by some 30 000 visitors. 

Borrowing the idea from Gay Day at 
Florida's Disneyworld, participants simply 
wear red to announce their presence to 
one another and other visitors at the park. | 
don't have a lot of things that go on my list 
of “dreams,” but checking it out was one 

This past weekend, | finally got to 
experience my dream. There's a reason 
Disneyland’s slogan is “Where dreams 
come true.” Mine did—even if a crapload 
of homos partying it up in the park was 
probably not what Walt had in mind. 

We started our adventure Thursday 
night at the Anaheim House of Blues in 
Downtown Disney, checking out Montréal 
band Stars. They aren't exactly a gay 
group, but any band that sells merch with 
the slogan “Stars are for fags” wins a lot 
of points in my book. The show was 
beyond fantastic, made better by singer 
Torqui! Campbell's rants in between 
songs about the American election. | 
won't soon forget him labelling Sarah 
Palin as “Kathy Lee Gifford with a loboto- 
my” or his Disney themed “erotic fairy- 
tale” that included Palin and a Goofy 
inflatable going places no beloved chil- 
dren's character should ever end up. 

Gay Days officially started the next 
morning. Packs of people in red were 
already gathering in the square between 
the Disneyland and California Adventure 
theme parks. First it was just a few folks in 
red here and there. Slowly, more and more 
arrived. As | pushed through the crowds, at 
least half the people in the park were 
wearing red. | was lost in a sea of queers. 

The event had a surprisingly packed 
itinerary. Gatherings were happening 
almost every hour through the weekend, 
with lunches and scavenger hunts inside 
the park and dances and mini-film festivals 
outside of it. There was something for 
everyone, like a gathering of bears in Bear 
Country and a singles cruise on the Mark 
Twain Riverboat. There were also some 
events specifically for youth, sponsored by 
the Trevor Project, a suicide prevention 
hotline for queer and questioning teens. 


THE POLITICALLY CHARGED climate in 


: 


Mickey and Mickey 


+¥* 


America added an interesting dimension 
to the celebrations. The Gay Days infor- 
Mation centre, besides giving away awe- 
some goodie bags and lots of cool 
freebies, passed out stickers reading “No 
on Proposition 8.” Gay marriage is a very 
contentious issue in California right now 
because of Proposition 8, a proposed con- 
stitutional amendment that will be on the 
ballot in November. The amendment is an 
attempt to repeal the decision made ear- 
lier this year that allowed gay couples to 
obtain marriage licenses and the discus- 
Sion is causing quite a stir UM 

We kept wondering what the random 
visitors were thinking. I'm sure at first 
they pondered who this visiting tour group 
must be, all dispersed in small pods wear- 
ing red. Eventually they must've noticed 
that every one in 10 or so was wearing a 
shirt emblazoned with the Gay Days ‘08 
shield. | appreciated the blatancy of the 
design they chose. No code words, no tiny 
lettering. When you walked around in that 
shirt, you were loudly announcing your 
queemess to all around you. I'll be happy 
to wear mine back home, telling everyone 
the story behind it 

One of the more interesting aspects 
was seeing all the different choices peo- 
ple made when picking their red “Sets. 
Some plain, some humorous, many cus- 
tom made. Some of my favourites were 
“Just Married” and “Brides,” as was an 
embroidered “The Mickey Mo club,” lots 
of assorted slogans against Prop 8, two 
Mickeys holding hands inside a heart 
and a group of men satirizing the Gap’s 
(Red) campaign with shirts that simply 
displayed *(Gay).” 

Disney doesn’t sanction or recognize 
Gay Days, but they don’t try to stop it 
either—not that there's anything they 
could do even if they wanted to. Still, | 
wonder if horrified people try to get their 
money back when they realize the park 
has been overrun by homosexual sag" 

| had expected Gay Days to be fun, but | 
hadn't expected to be so moved by the 
experience. | loved seeing all the gay cou- 
ples holding hands, the queer families, all 
the people who had recently married. 
Everyone beaming and having fun. I'd never 
been around so many gays at something 
other than Pride. Sometimes it's nice to 
mingle with a bunch of homos and lots of 
straight families at the same time. [t's hard 
to imagine that the well-behaved, happy 
and community-orientated queers filling up 
the park didn't change at least a few atti- 
tudes. And if even 10 left a bit more*Sisen- 
minded, something worthwhile happened. 
Perhaps more importantly, a bunch of 
young and old gays from all over the world 
were there to feed off of each other's ener- 
gy and leave the Magic Kingdom a little bit 
stronger than they went in. And the park 
way gayer behind them. w mae 
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TO PLACE YOUR CLASSIRED AD i 
WE PLEASE PHONE 780-426-1996. 
DEADLINE IS NOON THE TUESDAY BEFORE PUBLICATION 
EDUCATIONAL 
Actors Needed ... 


Must include professional attitude and 
desire to succeed. 
www.vadastudios.com 


HELP WANTED 


The Cutting Room is looking for 
Assistants and Stylists 
Please drop off your resume to 
10536 124 Street 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day), 
pemyPT. Must have mini-van or truck. Looking for reli- 
able, responsible person. Ph 780-907-0570 


As part of our expansion programme, Yash Clothing And 
Textile company is seeking for part time work from home 


Sales/Account representatives, it pays more than $3650 
a month plus benefits, depends on your devotion to the 
job and takes only little of your time.. Please contact us 
for more details. Requirements—Should be a computer 
literate. 2-3 hours access to the internet weekly. Must 
be over 20yrs of age. Must be efficient and dedicated. If 
you are interested and need more information, please 
send e-mail to yash sandpiper02@qraffiti.net 
for more feedback 


Had Enough? 
Cocaine Anonymous 425-2715 


DRINK COFFEE, TALK ON THE PHONE 


MAKE MONEY! 


Looking for the perfect jou with goed people, 
great pay, flexible hours, all while sapparting 
the arts? Thee call Bev at 780-408-S1f1 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL TEACH ENGLISH: 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around the world 
Next in-class or ONLINE by correspondence. Jobs quar- 
anteed. 7712-104 St. Call for info pack 1-888-270-2941 


FRAMING 


FRAMES 
* POSTER SHO 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 780-221-3116 
Quality music instruction since 1981 
Guitarist. Educator. 
Graduate of GMCC music program 


WORKSHOPS 


‘CLASSIFIEDS 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 


FREE*FREE*FREE*FREESFREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 

Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE. Ads 
more than 20 words are subject to regular price or cruel 
editing Free ads will run for four weeks, if you want to 

renew or cancel please phone Glenys at 780-426- 
1996/fax 425-2889/e-m glenys@vueweekly.com or drop 

it off. Deadline is noon the Tue before publication. 

Placement will depend upon available space 


Actors are needed for a serious fantasy, new 2-act 
play about homeless bottle pickers — The Invisible 
People, performing in mid-February 2009; Includes: 

two older men sing, humorous male role with magi- 

cian or physical comic skills. ~ 
Please phone Jay Smith 780-455-3828 


Gallary at Milner call for submissions 
Oet 10. More info: 780-496-7030 


The Works Festival—Calls to Enter * Churchill 
Square 2009 Artisan Market and Food Street Vendors 
Reduced rates if you apply by Feb. 15, 2009. Contact 
dawn@theworks.ab.ca for more info. Deadline: Apr. 
15, 2009 © Churchill Square 2009 Street Stage. 
Deadline: Feb. 15, 2009 © 2011 exhibit Deadline: 
Aug. 25, 2009 © 2nd Annual Chalk Art Contest. 
Prizes are awarded on Canada Day, base your entry 
on the 2009 Festival theme HEAT! ine: June 1, 
2008 © 2nd Annual Smaller than a Breadbox. Base 
your entry on the 2009 Festival theme HEAT! 
Deadline: May 1, 2009 © Download applications at 
www. theworks.ab.ca 


Festival organizations in Northern Alberta (north of 
Highway 16 corridor) are encouraged to apply for the 
TransAlta Festival City Mentorship/Partnership Grant 

Info and application forms available from the 
Edmonton Arts Council website 
www.edmontonarts.ab.ca or call Sally Kim at the 
Edmonton Arts Council 780-424-2787, ext 226 


Steeps—Old Glenora; for open mic—Spoken word 
First Thursday every month. Contact Adam Snider to 
sign up adam.snider@gmail.com 


have a full PA and are in contact with mai yee 
industry professionals. Contact Matt. 7! 


VOLUNTEER 


Volunteer website for youth 14-24 years old. 
www.youthvolunteer.ca 


Old Strathcona Youth Society: Looking for volun- 
teers (21+) interested in working with high-risk youth, 
drop-in setting. Naomi 496-5947, e-m: osye@telus.net 


Bring laughter, smiles and simple delights to child and 

into your life! Be a Big or Big Sister 

Today! Call 424-8181. Remember you don’t have to 
change your life to change theirs! 


Special needs “Learn to Bike" courses at Gold Bar 
Park are looking for volunteer experienced pas to 
help with this course. Thu evenings wmtil 6. 
John at jbcollier@shaw.ca 


Red Cross's Humanitarian Issues Program: need 
volunteers to help promote humanitarian issues to the 
Edmonton Community. We are hoping to expand our 
youth team (12-24 yrs old). Contact Laura Keegan at 
laura. keegan@redcross.ca 


The GRC is seeking energetic, caring, committed vol- 
unteers to become Prevention Educators for its 
RespectED: Violence and Abuse Prevention Program. 
Canadian Red Cross/RespectED Training Program 
begins fall 2008. www.redcross.ca/cnar, Education 
Coordinator: 780.702.4158 / E 
edmonton.respected@redcross,ca 


Brain Neurobiology Research Program at U of A 
Hospital is seeking healthy and depressed subjects 
{not currently taking antidepressants) for various stud- 
ies. Reimbursement for expenses provided. Call 407- 
3221 (depressed only), 407-3906 (healthy or 
depressed), or 407-3775 (female healthy or 
depressed, including pregnant and just delivered) for 
more information 


Tandem Captains—Cycling with the Blind 
Tandem Captains required, Please contact John 
Collier at 433-1270 


Dr's Appointment Buddy~Accompany new refugee 
immigrants to their medical appointments to give sup- 
port and assist with paperwork. Thu, 10:30am- 
2:30pm. Transportation not required. Leslie 780-432- 
1137, ext 357 


MUSICIANS 


5-piece hard rock cover band requires dummer—dedi- 


cation and ambition a must. A professional part time 
band, booking in Western Canada. Please call Rod 
780-232-6373, leave message 


Mature drummer and singer/quitar player seeking 
commited bass player for modern rock power trio 
780-288-3445 


Local band Southroot is looking for a bass player We 
play original hard rock. Call 780-987-0098 


Youth rock band available to play non-profit events 
Visit wenw.st-rock.com for booking 
Part of wwww.therockgeneration.com 


Wanted drummer and bass player/singer for “Metal” 
band. Infl. Black Label Society. Must be hard, heavy 
and fast. Call Critter 780-434-8349 leave message 


Drummer needed: Serious inquiries only. Experience 

and creativity an-asset. Quality gear required. Must 

be willing to commit. Call Sean 780-990-0888 or e- 
mail amazaria@gmail.com 


Hard rock punk band requires high energy drummer to 
complete power trio. Must have good gear 
No amateurs. Call Paul 780-233-4269 


rn predtnn Had 2 
@ Spiritual ience 
Free WORKSHOP 
Sat Oct 18 2-4 pm 
TransAlta Arts Bams 
10330 - 84 Ave Edmonton 
780-490-1129 
ted by ECKANKAR 


Bass player with vocals wanted for three-piece band 
Westem roots-based music. Wwww.marvmachura.com 
Call Marv 780-240-1509 


Experienced country lead guitarist would like to jam 
with mature country singer who likes traditional 
country music, 780-421-1250 


Indie Rock/Alternative band seeks vocalist ages 16- 
19. Wide variety of influences and musical tastes. We 


Instructor Support Aide-Assist Health Care Aide 
Training instructors in a program for immigrant 
women to present course materials, and students. 
4hrs/wk, 8am-noon, or 1-4pm, Mon-Fri. Northeast 
location. Leslie 780-432-1137, ext 357 


Elder Abuse Victim Advocate—Assist, provide tele- 
phone support. Mature volunteers, 35+, with calm 
manner and excellent communication skills wanted. 
Volunteers receive intensive training and support. 
Commitment: Two 2 hr shifts/month, plus attendance 
at monthly staff meeting. Daytime Mon, Tue, or Thu 
Bam-5Spm. Leslie 780-432-1137, ext 357 


Volunteer for your local Red Crass. Help us make our 
mission of assisting the most vulnerable in our com- 
munity and around the world possible, Volunteer for 
Red Cross. To volunteer call 780.423.2680 / E: wz- 
edm-dm@redcross.ca 


Rise Up: Radio Free Edmonton on CJSR FM 88 
seeking people with a critical ear who will be at 
protests, picket-lines, blockades, any sites of struggle 
between people, corporations or gavernments to sim- 
ply bring a recorder and send us the footage 
E: riseupradio@cjsr.com; Sam Power, 492-2577 ext. 4 
for recording equipment and more details 


Break the Code! Help and adult to read and write 
Call Jordan Centre for Family Literacy 421-7323 
www famlit.ca 


Senior's Birthday Entertainment 
Senior recreation/activity centre needs volunteer 
entertainers for monthly aftemoon parties 
Weekday message Karen 780-458-1985 seesa.ca 


VOLUNTEER 


Why Not Have Some Fun at 
Work This Year? 


JOB FAIR 


Bring your resume, chat with our Managers & Supervisors: 


Thursday, October 9, 2007 
Thursday, October 16, 2007 


3pm-7pm 
3pm-7pm 


HIRING 


#* Parking Attendant #%* Guest Services 

* Liff Operator %* Food Services 

# Ski Patrol * Rental Shop 

* Snow Rider Retail Store # Ski/Snowboard Technician 


* Instructors: Ski, Snowboard, X-Country, Telemark 
HOW TO APPLY 


online at www.snowvalley.ab.ca 
*or email jobs@snowvalley.ab.ca 


FLEXIBLE HOURS, PERKS & BENEFITS, COMPETITIVE 


119 st off Whitemud Dr. 
P: 780.434.3991 
E: jobs@snowvalley.ab.ca 
www.snowvalley.ab.ca 


WE’RE HIRING 


Public Outreach, Canada’s leader in face-to-face 
fundraising, is currently hiring its fall staff. Our 


fundraisers spread awareness and raise funds 
for a select group of non profits. 


¢ $14/h, guaranteed wage 
¢ Flexible hours 
* Travel and advancement opportunities 
¢ Perks such as daily coffee and treats 
¢ Friendly, socially conscious co-workers 
* A fun, dynamic, and inspiring work environment 


Work to make a difference today! 


www.publicoutreach.ca 


edmontonjobs@publicoutreach.ca 


780-436-9896 


CO Boldi $4 
Cj Caps $4 
Ee s4 


| (1 Symbots $4 
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we broke up. But 
erything. | never felt 
der, “Hmmm, suddenly 
s pulling this move?” 
in | remembered 


with new immigrants in a 
some great fun events and 
‘shifts available! Call Judy 
3545, ext 249 


‘assist new immigrants on first 
essentials. 2-3 hrs. occas. 


| to help adult immigrants learn 
d _d , 3-4hrs/wk. No 
locations. Judy 424-3545. ext 249 


= ‘to help new immigrants to Canada 


i aut | customs and culture. Tue and 
Thu June-Aug, Ph Judy 424-3545. ext 249 


al today obs a 
‘on line at: www.thesup- 
all 780-732-6648 


kitehen help and drivers 
-Ipm. Call 429-2020. 


Association—Edmonton 

. For info visit www.cmha- 
r. Contact Abigail 
@shaw.ca 


The Support 
pportnetwork.com 


Ls looking for 
tions and special 
547 


your artistic 
put together a collec- 


something about choking fetishes. | got on 
line and sure enough, | discovered it’s 
called breath-play. 

Now I'm pissed because he was trying 
ta introduce something to our sex life— 
normally a great idea—but this is dan- 
gerous and honestly | think he should 
have asked me first. Should | confront 
him even though we broke up? Am | mak- 
ing this a bigger deal than it is? Now I 
feel my temper rising thinking-how dare 
he introduce a dangerous, albeit titillat- 
ing for some, sexual practice without 
asking me first. Maybe it’s good we broke 
up; who needs a guy who can't talk about 
things he wants to do in bed? 

LOVE, CHOKED UP 


DEAR UP: 

Casually introduced, non-negotiated 
breath-play, huh? That would be one of the 
few practices still capable of rousing me 


ee 
Exposure: Edmonton's Queer Arts and Culture Festival 
seeks steering committee volunteers Visit 
www.exposurefestival.ca 
ee ee ee 
Volunteer for a more just society for immigrants and 
fefugees. www.multiculturalcoalition.ca or call 
danina 423-1973 


a Eee 
PALS. Project Adult Literacy Society are looking for 
volunteer tutors to work with adult students in the 
Math Literacy Program. For info Ph 424-5514 


HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS required for studies with the 
Brain Neurobiolog® Research at UofA (407-3906). 
Reimbursement provided 


Volunteer Overseas with Canadian Crossroads 
Intemational; human rights, community economic 
development, and HIV/AIDS education, prevention, 
Care. www.cciorg.ca 


g 
Second Chance Animal Rescue Society 
There is a suitable home for all 
homeless animals, young or old! 
Soarscare.org 


The Brain Neurobiology Research Program at U of A is 

seeking MAJOR DEPRESSION sufferers who are inter- 

ested in participating in a research study. Please call 
407-3906 if interested 


YEAR ROUND ON-LINE AUCTION for Alberta 
Easter Seals. Donate items, bid, have a great time 
Carmen 429-0137 x233. 
http://auction.edmonton24hourrelay.com 


PALS. Project Adult Literacy Society are looking for 
volunteer tutors to work with adult students in the 
ESL - English as a Second Language program. Training 
and materials provided. ct 424-5514 


Do you know what a Volunteer Driver is? It’s a com- 
munity member who can spare 3-4 hours once a 
month to drive a senior. Call Bey 732-1221 


Do you love art and people? Then the Nina Haggerty 
Centre for the Arts can use you! Come show off your 


SERVICES 


SACE-Public Education Program: Sexual 
Assault Centre of Edmonton (www.sace ab.ca) 
provides crisis intervention, information, counsel- 
ing, public education services. For a customized 

resentation T: 423-4102/F: 421-8734/E. 
info@sace.ab.ca; www.sace.ab.ca/24 Hour Crisis 


Line: 423-4121 


ram is pleased to offer workshops to give 
ie skills to intervene with pay ny may 


you ‘S 


be at risk for suicide. Follow 
or call 414-6300 


——————EE———— 
Have you been affected by another person's 
sexual behaviour? sanunis a 12-Step fellow- 

ship for family members and friends of sex addicts. 

Ph 780-988-4411 for meeting locations and info, or 

visit wwww.sanon.org 


from my so-many-years-out-here-in-the- 
trenches near-somnolent state of “whatev- 


_ er, dude.” Of course it's not OK not to ask! 


Breath-play can kill you. Well, to be fair, 
lots of things can kill you, but breath-play 
has a better chance than most. 

| don’t know precisely how many deaths 
are caused annually by erotic asphyxiation. 
First Aid and S/M safety instructor Jay 
Wiseman, this subject's generally 
acknowledged go-to guy, says in his much- 
posted article on breath-play (read it at 
collarncuffs.com/breath%20play.htmll): 

The American Psychiatric Association 
estimates a death rate of one person per 
year per million of population —thus about 
250 deaths last year in the US. Law 
enforcement estimates go as much as four 
times higher. So its small, tiny really, by 
population—and that tiny number also 
includes all the case of auto-erotic asphyx- 
lation, the only sex act which regularly puts 
its practitioners in the running for a well- 
deserved Darwin Award: Even AAE fans 
usually get out alive, of course. It’s just 
that “usually survivable” is not a great ad 
slogan, So why does anybody buy? Do they 


have a death wish, or what? There are 
some who do but I don't think that’s the big 
draw. Some folks are tumed on by the idea 
of flirting with death, or of being out on the 
edgety edge where only the edgy people 
go. Others, probably most, just like the 
sensation, which can (reportedly! | am a 
big fraidy-cat myself) be intensely 
intense. Boyfriend, in all likelihood, had 
never given the danger a thought: he was 
Just trying to give you (and by association, 
himself) a big old rush. 

Oh, right, but back to the part where 
you could die. Just to clear this up: auto- 
erotic asphyxiation is much more danger- 
ous than doing it with a friend, but the 
Scarifying part about the deaths during 
partnered play is that they don't seem to 
be either predictable or preventable—it’s 
not as simple as, say, noticing that your 
partner has passed out and taking your 
hands off. The primary danger is not that 
the person will black out from simple tack 
of oxygen, but that the lack of oxygen will 
set up a chain reaction (complicated, and 
well-described in Wiseman’s article) 
resulting very rapidly and completely 


unpredictably in cardiac arrest 

So. This is not the sort of thing that 
you just spring on someone all will-nilly 
and hope they like it Doing so is 
unchivalrous, at best. | have a shook 
Suggestion though, which we may n 
be able to prove true or false naw but it's 
worth making anyway. What are the 
chances that all this talk of breath-play 
and death-play is beside the point 
because he did not choke you out, no 
he mean to; he merely meant to 
he did, put his hands on your tt 
Give you both a little “what if | actually 
kept squeezing, not that | would” thrill? A 
feint, as it were? 

Still a bad game but not necessatity 
anything so serious that we have to go 
dragging Jay Wiseman and the American 
Psychiatric Association into this 

| can imagine why it would be bothering 
you but | wouldn't go putting a huge 
amount of energy into it. If you're already in 
touch with him | could see how a quick and 
light-handed, “Oh and by the way, what the 
fuck?" could be just the thing, though 
LOVE. ANDREA 


talents. www.ninahaggertyart.ca; email: info@nina- 
haggertyart.ca or call 474-7611 


Food Not Bombs Looking for people to help out with 
cooking and serving of meals every Sunday. Ph 904- 
8751 of e-m: foodnotbombsedmonton@hotmail.com 


Tho Sexual Assault Centre of Edmonton needs 
volunteers to take calls an our 24-hour Crisis line 
For information ph 423-4102 


CNIB is looking for volunteers with vision, adults 


1S DRINKING A PROBLEM? 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


Temptations Massage 
The girl next door studio 
13 ladies to choose from 
15122 Stony Plain Road 

(780) 483-6955 lic # 68956959 
www.thenexttemptation.com 


www. flatratefun.com 
(780)932-4739 
Top Girls! Pay what we quote! 


LEGENDS FLAT RATE $350/hr Outcall 


ASIAN TOUCH MASSAGE 
100% GFE, best service in town 
www. freewebs.com/asiantauch (780) 695-3623 


Christie's Qutcall Massage 
Hot German blonde 
780-964-7361 


Gothic Angel, 26 
Guteall only, flat rates quoted 
Independent escort 
780 218 1511 
ie #7950132 


ADULT HELP WANTED 


Experienced working manager needed for an upscale 
massage studio-an Vancouver Island. 250-714-5739 
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1-900-451-3333 m- 
Edmonton 


780-665-0808 


bestipickuplline’ 


LOCAL CHAT. CALL FREE: code 2315 


OCT g= 0c 16:2008.) Weweexay = 55, 


orther® ~* Iberta 
sJubilee Auditorium 


For tickets call: 
780-451-8000 or 
www.ticketmaster.c< 


, ‘3 
www.moscowballetcanada. sony 


SKY OCT 9 - OCT 15, 2008 


